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Clinical Remarks 
CASE OF BRONCHIBOTASIS TREATED BY 
TAPPING. 
By C, THEODORE WILLIAMS, MA., M.D., &c., 


PHYSICIAN TO THE HOSPITAL FOR CONSUMPTION AND DISEASES 
OP THE CHEST, BROMPTON. 





GENTLEMEN,—Bronchiectasis in its worst form is one of 
the most troublesome affections the physician has to deal 
witb, and the subjoined is instructive, as indicating some 
of the difficulties. 

Charles R——, aged forty, 2 baker, was admitted into 
Brompton Hospital on April 28th, 1882, under my care, 
with the following history. There was no consumption in 
the family; he was chilled twelve months ago, and had 
cough and expectoration ever since, with some pain in the 
chest and tightness, for which he became an inmate of the 
Bath United Hospital, and remained so till April, 1882. 
Daring this period he had night-sweats and more or less 
pyrexia, the temperature rising to 103° F., but being gene- 
rally from 99° to 100° in the mornings, and 100° to 101° in 
the evenings. 

On admission the cough was very harassing, inducin 
vomiting ; expectoration abundant, purulent, and so fetid 
that the patient had to be isolated from the other patients. 
It contained no lang-tissue. Breath very foul. Pulse 106 ; 
temperature 99°4°; respiration somewhat harried; weight 
eight stone four pounds anda half. Pbysical signs: Right 
side anteriorly hyper-resonant to upper border of the fourth 
rib ; below marked dulness, and intercostal spaces retract 
on inspiration ; bronchophony audible over the whole front, 
also coarse crepitation, replaced in certain spots by gurgle 
and cavernous breathing, these spots beiog situated in the 
second and third intercostal spaces, near the shoulder, and 
in the’fourth and fifth interspaces between the nipple and 
shoulder. In the latter position the gurgle was audible over 
a spot of two inches diameter, Posteriorly, marked reso- 
nance from above to the angle of the scapula, below which 
was dulness with retracting intercostal spaces, as in front ; 

itation audible over the whole sartace, with spots of 
gurgling and cavernous sounds between the ninth and tenth 
ribs, immediately below the lower angle of the scapula, and 
again in another spot at the same level, two inches nearer 
the spine. Left side: Crepitation with wheezing sound 
over the lower half of the posterior surface. The 

i was chronic pneumonia of both lunge, accom- 

in the case of the right by extensive bronchiectasis 

and adhesion of pleura. The fetor of breath and expectora- 
tion were treated by the patient wearing a Roberts’ 
irator containing a mixture of creasote and carbolic 

, the air of the ward was diffased with vapour of thymol 

or eucalyptol, the expectoration was duly deodorised by 
terebene, and stimulant ex rants administered, in addi- 
tion to two ounces of brandy daily. Notwithstanding these 
measures, the cough contioued sufficiently violent to cause 
vomiting, the expectoration was so fetid as to greatly distress 
the patient, and, in spite of all precautions, the smell reached 
the gallery and penetrated into some of the adjacent wards. 
After consultation with Drs. Douglas Powell and Tatham, 
I decided to ask Professor Marshall to make an opening 
into the largest bronchiectasis, and thus to secure efficient 


On May 22nd Mr. Marshall made a vertical incision along a 
line drawn by myself, from the fourth to the sixtb ribs, aboat 
two inches to the right of the right nipple. He divided the 
skin and laid bare two intercostal spaces, the object being 
upper space, and in case of our thus faili 

mchus to try the lower space without a fcesk 
incision, Mr. Marshall then plunged a special trocar and 
cannula, with director attached, to the depth of four inches 

wards the root of the lung. Air hissed through the opening, 

) by a large quantity of fetid matter, which was 
ejected with considerable force. Mr. Marshall then ex- 
tended the opening by means of his knife and finger, and 
mucus, this time mixed with sloughs and 
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shreddy lymph, appeared; some blood also flowed. A 
piece of Freuch catheter-tubing was fastened in, through 
which the discharge passed into antiseptic dressings.— 
23rd: Slept well; a fair amount of discharge runs through 
the tnbe; expectoration diminished, hardly fetid; wound 
looks well. Temperature 99°8°; pulse 100.—-24th: Dr, Hicks 
found the tube to be slightly movable; discharge free and 
not offensive ; expectoration thirteen ounces, devoid of smell, 
and breath tolerably pure. Two days later, the expectora- 
tion and discharge remaining about the same, the patient 
had diarrhoea, lasting two days, arising, it was supposed, 
from swallowing sputum; urine 1020, no albumen. 

June Ist: The tube was changed, and the patient was 

allowed to walk in the grounds of the hospital, He remained 
fairly well; the expectoration about seven ounces daily, and 
the discharge tolerably sweet, till June Sth, when the dis- 
charge increased ; there was a slight rise of temperature to 
100°.—4th: The patient complained of headache,—12th : The 
sputum slightly fetid. Still headache. Discharge increased. — 
17th : Patient bas had seyere frontal headache and vomiting 
with much flatus since 4 A.M. Wound the same; discharge 
more fetid. .Temperature 101:6°, Ordered a calomel and 
yodophyllin purge. This produced a number of moti 
Cae no relief to the headache, which in¢reased, and Basses | 
to correspond with a diminution of the sputam, py oun 
falling from six ounces to one ounce and a half on the 20th, 
and on the 24th he became drowsy, with more headache. 
Movement was impaired on the left side. No expectora- 
tion.—26th : Headache diminished ; left pupil large. Breath 
very offensive. No sputam.—29th: Very drowsy. Passes 
motions under him. Wound the same. 

July lst: Complete hemiplegia of the left side of the 
body. The patieut was drowsy and nearly unconscious, 
He died five days later, the sputum being altogether re- 
tained. The autopsy was performed on the following day. 
The subjoiced is an abstract of Dr. Ewart’s, the pathologist, 
and Mr. H. Williams’, my clinical assistant, notes. A 
fistulous opening was seen in the right side of the chest 
between the fourth and fifth ribs, two inches to the right of 
the nipple line. The right pleura was universally adherent, 
rather closely so, by means of a strong fibrous tissue. The 
tight lung was deeply congestéd and practically devoid of 
air; the tissue was collapsed, sodden, congested, and in- 
filtrated with pus. A more or less uniform Tinta ion of all 
the small bronchi was noticeable on close inspection. Sac- 
cular dilatations as large as s or almonds existed in the 
thickness of the basic fringe from sternum to vertebra, but 
the main disease was situated in the lower part of the up 
lobe anteriorly, and in the anterior portion of the lower lo 
The greater part of the sternal portion of the upper lobe was 
converted into a baggy multilocular sacculation with thin 
but very tough fibrous walls, and containing some fetid 
fluid. _ This cavity, which was typically bronchiectatic, was 
also of the size of an orange, and communicated by an 
artificial channel with the fistulous opening on the chest 
wall, showing that the principal dilatation had been success- 
fully tapped. In the sternal portion of the lower lobe the 
sacculations were much smaller, but very numerous and 
separated by a tissue thoroughly soaked in purulent fluid. 
The posterior parts of the lung were comparatively free 
from disease with the exception of two inches and a half 
above the diaphragm in the interscapular region, where a 
series of small sacculations about the size of a walnut was 
found. The left lung had no pleural adhesiens, and was 
crepitant throughout, and tolerably healthy. No bronchiec- 
tases were detected in it. The bronchial glands beneath the 
bifurcation of the trachea were enlarged, pigmented, and 
soft, No tubercular or caseous deposits were found ineither 
luog. The brain weighed fifty-five ounces, and in the right 
hemisphere was discovered a cyst as large as a Tangerine 
orange with walls varying in thickness trom one-eighth to 
one-sixth of an inch containing pus. No abscesses were 
discovered in the other organs, which were carefully examined 
and foand quite normal. 

This case exemplifies some of the difficulties we have 
to. encounter in the treatment of bronchiectasis. The 
diagnosis was bared on the position of the physical signs, 
especially of the spots of gurgle, which are generally 
peculiar to bronchiectasis, and on the character of the 
expectoration ; and it was proved by the a to have 
been fairly correct. It must be admitted that much aid was 
derived from the fact of the cavernous sounds being ve 
localised and apparently superficial. We had not to d 
with a labyrinthine series of dilatations, as in a case com- 
cc 
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municated by me te the Clinical Society in 1879, where 
cavernous sounds were audible over a far larger surface than 


the size of the cavity, owing to its peculiar form, The 
entire failure of antiseptic inhalations, the knowledge of an 
adherent pleura, and the certainty of speedy death from 


septicemia, induced me to have recourse to the operation, 
with the immediate results of which I was quite satisfied. 
I would specially draw attention to the advantage of 
making an incision, as Mr, Marshall did, over two inter- 
costal spaces in cases where the area of gurgle extends 
as far; so that, if puncture in the first space fails, we 
can try the one below or above, as the case may be, without 
fresh incisions. Another point is using Dr. Hicks’ admirable 
combination of trocar, cannula, and director,’ so that the 
channel into the cavity may not be lost through accident—a 
by no means i uent occurrence,—but gradually enlarged 
with the knife, and a large drainage-tube introduced. The 
wonderful improvement in the cough, the diminution of 
the expectoration, and disappearance of fetor, indicated in 
this case, as in Dr. Douglas Powell’s case recorded in the 63rd 
volume of the Medico-Chirurgical Transactions, that much 
of the expectoration was due to the irritation set up in the 
bronchi by the passage of fetid secretion; and the marked 
amelioration made uv’ hope ~*~ we were getting over our 
difficulties. But the return of fetor, the diminution of the 
expectoration, and, lastly, the pain in the head, followed by 
hemiplegia, showed clearly that absorption of matter and 
pyzmia had set in. The presence of an a in the brain 
and the total absence of any other abscesses in other organs 
were remarkable, and made one doubt at first if the braia 
abscess were pyemic, but the curious relation between the 
diminution of expectoration and the increase of pain in the 
head certainly pointed to a pyeemic origin. The expediency 
of operating at all in these cases must be jad of by con- 
sidering their probable termination. Some patients appear to 
expectorating power by using antiseptic expectorants in 
he form of medicines as inhalations, and are enabled to empty 
their bronchi sufficiently to prevent large and fetid accumu- 
lations. In others one of four events happens: (1) Either 
some of the fetid secretion passes during the movements of 
respiration into adjoining bronchi, or into the main bronchus 
of the opposite lung, and gives rise to septic pneumonia and 
death ; (2) or the fetid products are absorbed by the lym- 
phatics and bloodvessels, and give rise to pyemic abscesses 
in some part of the body, as in the present case; (3) or, 
again, the bronchiectasis may burst into the pleura and cause 
pneumothorax ; (4) or, lastly, the patient may die of suffo- 
cative bronchitis from the secretion penetrating into all or 
the greater part of the alveoli. All these four terminations 
are fatal in a shorter or longer period, and it is to obviate 
them that operations are undertaken. Taking the forms of 
bronchiectasis into account, of the two cylindrical and 
globular, the globular form of dilatation of the brenchi is 
the worst to treat, becauce all tonicity of the walls appears 
to have been entirely lost, and although we may tap and 
relieve one of these collections of fetid pus, we never can 
be quite sure that another one does not exist in a »other 
part of the lung, so that not one but many operations 
are required, and it looks sometimes as if there was more 
probability of our reaching the end of the patient's life than 
of the end of the operations. In the three other cases of 
bronchiectasis on which I have had operations performed, 
in all more than one operation was performed. In one six 
openings, in another three, were made, and this last patient 
stood the i pen well, and is still living, a year and a 
half after. In the present case we were fortunate enough to 
hit the largest of the bronchiectases, and I hoped, as it was 
the lowest, that it would carry out sufficient drainage of a 
large portion of the bronchial tree. The question may be 
asked why I did not have another operation performed, but 
we had no indications. The opening was not blocked, but 
patent, and the septic symptoms came on too rapidly to 
allow of more apertures being made, 





1 Lately exhibited at the Medical Society of London. 








AT a recent meeting of the guardians of the 
Wandsworth and Clapham Union, Dr. Longstaff, in moving 
that the whole question of the accommodation provided in 
the in and the new workhouse be referred to a com- 
mittee, is reported to have stated that the in was so 
overcrowded that some of the inmates had to sleep on the 
floor and in the kitchen. 


ON SPINA BIFIDA. 
By G. B. BARRON, M.D., M_R.C.S. 





THE subject of spiva bifida has been discussed of [late in 
the columns of THE LANCET, and an unusualzamount of 
interest has been evinced in its radical cure by the recognised 
methods of treatment. How far all cases ray be found to 
be amenable to any treatment, or how far it is always 
justifiable to attempt so dangerous an experiment as that of 
injecting a cyst of this character, is yet beyond the domains 
of our knowledge. The cases of successful procedare are 
too limited to warrant any inconsiderate rashness in such a 
bold and heroic step as rashing in with some badly defined 
hope of success to stop the gep Nature in her fickle freak 
has omitted to close. The following case is a fitting one 
to record as illustrating how tolerant the nerve centres 
may be of unnatural processes, and how nerve functions. 
may remain unaffected, contrary to our preconceived 
ideas of their integrity. The literature of hydrorachis is 
unsatisfactory, as authors, in treating of the subject, 
it over in a brief and rather off-hand manner. The Pest 
article on the disease is to be found in Covper’s Surgical 
Dictionary. Cooper relates some interesting cases, but any- 
thing like scientific lines of treatment whereon to act with 
confidence are even here wanting. I apprehend our best 
surgeons are divided in their opinions as to the most reliable 
method of dealing with it, aod none yet dare issue a dictum 
of probable successful operation. Cooper relates one case 
which was cured by repeated tappings and pressure, but 
states in other cases these measures failed and death ensued. 
He also says, ‘‘ We must regard all attempts to cure the 
disorder by making any kiod of opening as exceed- 


ingly perilous, and generally fatal.” Bryant writes in 
doubt. He says, ‘‘Almost all these cases prove fatal. 
Many of the subjects are ill-developed, and die 


within a few days of birth; some die in convulsions, 
and this mode of death is very usual when the sac bursts 
and its fluid contents escape.” ‘Then, as to treatment, be 
on to say: “‘ Palliative treatment is all that can be fol- 
owed in the majority of cases, although in exceptional 
instances operative interference promises to be of use.” 
Holmes somewhat favours injection of the cyst, but this 
ractice is almost only adapted to smal] pedunculated cases. 
Zrichsen relates a case with an enormously large base, 
which was successfully treated by tapping. Probably the 
case he relates has no parallel in surgical literature ; but he 
concludes, ‘‘ We shall probably best consult the welfare of 
the child by abstaining from all operative interference.” He 
does not even allude to injection. 
The cases related at the Clinical Society, and the conse- 
quent discussion, prompt the inference that surgeons are at 
resent most disposed to rely upon injection of the cyst. 
till, the meagre success and the paucity of cases so treated 
scarcely justify reliance upon that method. Here is a void 
which Singiea! science requires to deal with without delay. 
Three years ago, being on a visit in Worcestershire, I was 
requested to see the child of a farm labourer 7 ip Box the 
adjacent village. Tle child, well nourished and healthy- 
looking, was six weeks old, and was the subject of a spina 
bifida, situated between the fourth and fifth lumbar verte 
It was the size of a small hen’s egg. Mr. Woodward, of 
Pershore, had attended the case, and was present at the time 
I saw it. The skin looked shiny and red, and appeared 
ready to give way. I advised aspiration or tapping, Sar the 
latter procedure was adopted by a large hypode syringe 
needle, which was left in the sac for a few hours to drain. 
About eight drachms of fluid were withdrawn. A compress 
of cotton-wool was applied to protect the part, and the mother 
was cautioned not to handle the child y, and to avoid 
undue pressure on the swelling 
By the serntage Ae Mr. Woodward, in August last I had 
an opportunity afforded me of seeing the child again. My 
notes of its condition, taken at the time, run as follows. 
The child is fairly well nourished, and is about the height 
and weight of a three-year-old child, and has et er a 
of full health. It can walk, but its gait is a little hesitating 
and slightly “ ” with its feet rather more apart 
than as it had a difficulty to secure 





equilibrium ; the lower extremities are t 
means emaciated, and sensation is perfect, the 
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reflex being intact, and plantar titillation immediately 
evokes the usual muscular jerk. There is perfect control 
over the sphincters, and the urine is voided in a full 
stream. There is no lack of intelligence, the eyes are full 
of expression, the head of normal size and shape, with 
no sign of hydrocephalus. Pressure on the tumour produces 
no symptom of distress, nor does it alter materially the size 
or shape. It has a very broad base, and the edges of the 
spinal aperture can be felt, the finger-tip detecting a large 
irregular ovoid opening communicatiag with the spinal 
cavity. The size of its base indicates its noo-pedunculated 
character. The measurement in circumference at base is 
seventeen inches, and across from side to side eleven inches. 
{t is as transparent as a hydrocele. The case, when first 
seen, did not encourage the idea of attempting a cure by 
injection, and I may mention that it has been tapped fre- 
quently, but has rapidly refilled each time. 

The curious and interesting points about this case of 
hydrorachis seem to me to be these: the size of the 
sac; the full development of the lower extremities; the 
power of progression ; the absence of pressure on the spival 
cord, and thus the sphincter integrity. While the size 
of the opening would point to the possible pressure on the 
cord. 
the cord than pedunculated ones, how is it there is no evi- 
dence of pressure here? Sup the nerve structures are 
carried forward in front of the fluid, I think we might 
reasonably on physiological grounds expect to find evidence 
of nerve pressure, or maloutrition from nerve stretching, or 
from nerve atrophy. There is no talipes in this case. We 
are told not to puncture the front part of these tumours s0 as 
not to injure the nerves, but is there any evidence that the 
puncture of nerve structure in this part of the body by a fine 
needle has been prodactive of permanent mischief? This 
case seems to me, if not unique, at least curious and 
prompts the following considerations. 
noid fluid both of the brain and spinal canal normally 
does not exceed two ounces, how is it that this tumour 
is so large? We know the fluid is reproduced rapidly 
when withdrawn, and the withdrawal when complete 
produces symptoms analogous to plethora of the b'ood- 
vessels, and when it is in excess it also produces convulsions 
and other evidences of pressure. There being direct commu- 
nication between the spinal subarachnoid channel, and the 
cerebral ventricles, how is it that when the flaid was all 
drawn away in this case no convulsions ensued? and this 

rocedure has been observed several times without mishap. 

Joes this part of the enveloping sac membrane from its 
large area alone secrete the fluid, or does the whole arach- 
noidal surface contribute its propertion? and if so why in 
such excess above normality? The question may also 
be prompted, Why is there usually talipes in these 
cases ! ts that condition purely accidental or is 
it due to defective tissue growth dependent upon the 
spinal abnormality cutting off nerve-supply to a given 
set of muscles? I confess my inability to suggest any 
better metho: of treating, radically, hydrorachis; but, 
except in the matter of injection, we have made no advance 
in our knowledge of it during the last fifty years. This isa 
reproach to our modern surgery, which boasts, and with 
perfect justice, of feats so brilliant that they become almost 
incredible as compared with the surgery of the t half 
century. Of this I am quite convinced, that something will 
dawn upon the intellect, as a more certain and effective 
means of dealing with this disease. An interest has sprung 
up which will eventuate in some satisfactory operation. Can 
we in any way imitate sloughing which produces spontaneous 
cure? To say that hydrorachis is an incurable disease would 
be considered unsurgical, but I am by no means convinced 
that some better method may not yet be discovered than we 
at present oe The old plan of a seton must be con- 
demned, so I think must tapping and pressure, experience 
teaching that no reliable good ensues from these measures. 
It is to be hoped every successfal case of cure by injection, 
no matter what the agent used may be, will be published, 
so that tabulated results may lay the foundation of some- 
thing like a sound basis whereon to act, and which will 
inspire confidence in dealing with this béte noire of surgery. 

Southport. 








On Wednesday morning Dr. Edwardes, of Hounslow, 
was found dead in his chair. It is stated that there was 
evidence present of death having been caused by prussic acid, 


If broad based tumours are more likely to press upon | 


If the subarach- | 





CASE OF FEIGNED SKIN DISEASE. 
By T, COLCOTT FOX, M.B. Lonp 





A. § , aged nearly sixteen years, a furtive-looking 
general servant in London, presented herself at the Skin 
Department of the Nor:h-West London Hospital on the 
28th of November. The catamenia commenced at the age 
of thirteen, bat had since been irregular, and for the past 
year absent. She was fairly well nourished, but pasty- 
looking, and her finger-nails were markedly grooved. She 
applied on account of three excoriated patches which ap- 
peared on Novy. 21st, close together on the front of her left leg, 
and had, she stated, given her great pain, and caused her to 
lie awake sobbing at night, so that her mistress had no 
longer the heart to keep her at work, The suggestion had 
been made that the sores were caused by the dye from her 
black stockings, and the girl said that she had dressed the 
places with ‘*‘ Moore’s ointment.” One sore was perfectly 
oval, another nearly heart-shaped, and the third triangular, 
with a hora at each angle at the base. The patches mea- 
sured about ljin. by l}in. to 2in., and the long axis was in 
the direction of the limb; they were simple uniform weep- 
ing excoriations, with hardly any attendant inflammation. 
Suspecting the nature of the lesion, I ordered a simple 
dressing and a saline aperient, and talked of admitting the 
girl into the hospital if more sores appeared. On Dec, 5th 
she returned with a transversly oval sore just above each 
mamma (a very characteristic site in feigned cases, but not 
quite symmetrically situated. There were two others above 
the left ankle-joiot, and one on the outside of the right calf, 
all longitudinally oval simple excoriations, with a well- 
defined border, except on one sore, where the abrasion was 
not complete at one end, and only papulation existed, sug- 
gesting a cantharides application. There was a dark-brown 
blood scab on some, She was admitted to the wards. On 
Dec. 6th a transversely oval patch appeared just below the 
left mamma ; and another, longitudinally oval, covered with 
a slight scab, on the right hip. The girl from time to time, 
for twenty-four hours after admission, had prolonged fits of 
hysterical sobbing. On the 12th a sore appeared on the 
right shin near the ankle, and another on the right mamma, 
between the site of a former excoriation and the areola, 
There was a remarkable uniformity in the size of the patches 
throughout. As to the agency at work, I never could detect 
avy evidence of the formation of a bulla, and the patches 
were too superficial for causation by an acid; moreover, 
repeated examination of the clothes, bedding, &c., at con- 
venient times and unbeknown to the patient, failed to fur- 
nish any clue. On the 16th, no more excoriations having 
appeared, I taxed the girl with producing the eruption 
artificially, and, after prolonged denials, she confessed that 
she had done so, partly by her nails, but mostly by con- 
tinued rubbing with the tops of her fingers. Probably the 
malingering was not altogether motiveless, and she desired 
a rest from ber household labours. She proved to be very 
troublesome and disobedient in the ward, and I learnt from 
her father that she was an incorrigibly bad girl and a con- 
stant source of worry. The case is of iuterest as establishing 
an agency which has hitherto only been suspected as pos- 
sible. Whether the skin in these cases is peculiarly sensitive 
to injury is a point for further investigation. 

Harley-street. 





LARGE ASYLUMS FOR THE INSANE. 


By H. RAYNER, M.D., 


SUPERINTENDENT OF THE MALE DEPARTMENT OF THE HANWELL 
COUNTY ASYLUM. 





IT appears to me to be desirable to draw attention toa 
danger which threatens the welfare of the insane poor of 
England and Wales. This danger arises from the con- 
version of asylums of a size that is efficient and economic, 
into larger asylums that are less economic, and I fear less 
efficient. Moreover, valuable opportunities are being lost 
by the building of large, cheap asylums for the detention of 
lunatics, in place of efficient . pe for their treatment 
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and cure. These errors are being committed f the 
prevalent belief that large asylums are the cheapest. 

The following figures abstracted from reports prepared 
for other objects will, I hope, tend to correct this mistake, 
and prevent further mischievous consequences. The thirty- 
sixth Report of the Commissioners in Lunacy for the year 
1881 yields the following statistics in regard to the English 
county asylums. (The borough asylums are excluded as 
being under different conditions.) The asylums I have 
divided according to their number of inmates into four 
groups: the first, in which there are less than 450, being 
considered too small; the second, above 450 and under 600, 
being taken as the most favourable size for economy and 
treatment; and the two other divisions being made only to 
show the increase of cost with the increase of size. 


Number 





y Average | of patients 
Names of Asylums. —— weekly cost! to each 
* |per patient.| medical 
| | | officer. 
Northumberland, Notts, Derby, ) i je Gets 
Cumberland, Berks, Bucks, (| Lessthan ) 4 7 181 
Cambridge, East Riding, { 450 beds | f . 
Hereford, Denbigh, Suffoik. | 
Dorset, Oxford, Salop, West \ | 
Riding, Cornwall, Wilts, 1! 450 to 600 |? 
Chester, Monmouth, Buarnt- > feds > 8103 228 
wood, Leicester, Carmarthen, | | . ) 
Glamorgan, Northampton. / 
Lincoln, Norfolk, Sussex, |} 
Parkside, Warwick, Hants, || » 
Stafford, Rainhill, Devon, aa aad Oe 265 
Gloucester, Chartham, | |? 
Somerset, Worcester. }\ | 
| } 
Beds, Darham, Whittingham, | 
Essex, Wandsworth, Brook- | | 
wood, Lancaster, Wadsley, || Upwards } 53 345 
Prestwich, Wakefield, Banstead, | of 800 beds 5 x 
) ; 





Hanwell, Colney Hatch, | 
Barming Heath. }} | 





This table shows, as might be expected, that those 
asylums are dearest which are not sufficiently large to 
justify the necessari!y complex and expensive staff of such 
institutions; and it also shows that beyond this is a class 
much more economic, and, if judged by the proportion of 
medical attendance supplied, much more efficient than the 
larger asylums. 

A Parliamentary return for the year 1877 yields the fol- 
lowing statistics :— 











Total Totel Average 
Names of Asylums. Size. | number cont. | cost 
| of beds. | per bed. 
| j | 
j | 
Nerthasiberiand, Notts, \| 
rby, Cumberland, 1} | 
Oxtord, Berks, East | + odng 450 | 4580 res, s70 | 118 
Riding, Suffolk, Denbigh, {| “}oas ~ — 
Cambridge, Carmarthen, | | 
Hereford. }\ | | 
Northampton, \ 
ne OO, st : | 
lamorgan, Cornwall, (| 450to {|} 7 > | ; 
Dorset. Monmenth, {| 600 beds | § 6307 963,122 | 152°7 

Stafford, Salop, North | i 

Riding, Chester, Wilts. / | | | 
Gloucester, Hants, ) | | 
Devon, Worcester, Beds, {| 600 to 
Essex, Lincoln, a | | 800 beds 7099 |1,303,166 | 183°5 
Rainhill, Somerset. | 
Barming Heath, \ | 
Wandsworth, Hanwell, | 
Colney Hatch, Lancaster, | | 800 ~~" 

Durham, Whittingham, an ‘16.498 |3.915.717 S 
Brookwood, Wavsley, upwards j 16,428 i" 215,717 196°9 
Prestwich, Wakefield, | | | | 

Banstead. ji 
Banstead (Asylum for } 1700 o76,402 | 1029 


| J ") 
Chronic Cases). y) | | | 


This report includes all the county asylums of which the 
returns were available, and shows that the asylums of from 
450 to 600 beds are the most economic in construction, larger 


Banstead, constructed in the simplest manner, with a special 
view to cheapness, being more costly, 

A second Parliamentary return for the year 1877 shows 
that in— 
The average cost of 


Asylums of repairs of building 

per bed per annum. 
Not more than 450 beds ..................... £174 
SN I ecellctera sass. coyanesccccht ke cotnts 1°85 
gg eT LUBA Be a 2°48 
yo pl Rae aT Ee 291 


In this respect the cost would seem to bear a direct relation 
to the increase of size. 

Statistics are proverbially unreliable, and I have con- 
sidered these carefully, from otver points than the one given 
here, with the result that, making all due allowances, I 
consider the above figures to approximate closely to the 
truth. Assuming that they do so, we may make the fol- 
lowing summary of results, in comparing the moderate-sized 
asylums (450 to 600 beds) with the large asylums (of 800 
beds and upwards). In the large asylums a patient costs 
6id. more per week, and each bed costs £44°7 more in con- 
struction and £1°06 annually in repairs. This is equivalent 
to saying that if 40,000 patients (and the number for England 
is close upon this) were lodged in large asylums, they would 
cost £1,760,000 in construction of buildings, £40,000 annually 
in repairs, and nearly £60,000 annually in maintenance, 
more than the same number in asylums of the size | 
advocate, 

The current economy is of small importance compared with 
the question of efficiency, and this depends to a very great 
extent on the personal influence of the medical superinten- 
deut, an influence which I beiieve cannot be delegated to a 
junior officer, however efficient and zealous. 

The primary importance of the personal influence of the 
physician was emphatically expressed by W. Tuke in 1792, 
and was fully recognised by the Commissioners in Lunacy in 
their report for 1857, in which they point out “‘the evils of 
very large buildings on account of the loss of individual and 
responsible supervision, the loss of the patient’s individuality, 
and the tendency of the rate of maintenance to run higher.” 
I could quote many other authorities in support of this 
opinion, but that I might appear to be provi.g a truism. 

Then arises the question, Over what number of patients 
can an average superintendent exercise the maximum of per- 
sonal influence, and at the same time exert such a general 
control over the asylum that every detail of management may 
be used to the greatest advantage for treatment and economy ? 
I answer that the number should be not more than 600, and 
that the balance of advantage lies in a somewhat smaller 
number than this. 

I do not doubt that efficiency may be and is obtained in 
the larger asylums, but, as the preceding figures show, at a 
much greater cost, which must be still further increased if 
the number of medical supervisors in them is to be made 
proportionate to that in the medium-sized asylums. 

Believing as I do that the curability of insanity is in an 
almost direct ratio to the care bestowed on it, I cannot help 
expressing an emphatic protest against the enlargement of 
asylums of useful size, or the building of large dementia 
repositories in place of lunatic hospitals. 

Hanwell. 





TWO CASES OF 
INTRA-VENOUS INJECTION OF FLUIDS 
FOR SEVERE HASMORRHAGE. 


By WM. COATES, M.R.C.S., 
RESIDENT ACCOUCHEUR, LATE HOUSE- PHYSICIAN, LONDON HOSPITAL. 





PROMINENCE having lately been given in Tuk LANCET 
to the subject of intra-venous injections for the purpose of 
combating the effects of severe hemorrhage, in connexion 
with which Mr. Jennings has contrived a new instrument, 
I wish to supplement what has already been written by 
the history of two cases in which I have performed this 
operation, both of them cases also iateresting in these 
particulars, that the hemorrhage necess'tating the opera- 
tion occurred a long time after delivery without any definite 
cause, and that they were the first occasions on which Mr. 





asylums being dearer in proportion to their size; even 


Jennings’ syphon has been employed. 
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INTRA-VENOUS INJECTION OF FLUIDS FOR HAXEMORRHAGE. [Dec. 30, 1882. 1111 











The first case is that of Emily C——, aged twenty-six, a 
patient of the London Hospital Maternity Charity. She is 
a married woman, has had five children, but bas always been 
delicate. Has had heart disease for some years, having had 
rheumatic fever when young. On October 16th she was 
taken in labour early in the morning, and at 1 P.M. I was 
summoned to the case. The patieat was feeble, pulse rapid 
and intermittent, and she had stenosis and incompetence of 
the mitral valve. The head was low in the pelvis, in the 
second position, but as the pains were few and there had 
been no further descent during the last three hours, delivery 
was effected with Barnes’ loog forceps, and the placenta 
easily expressed. About twenty minutes after delivery vio- 
lent hemorrhage occurred. Manipulation, hypodermic in- 
jection of sclerotic acid, cold affusions, ice internally and 
externally, the intra-uterine injection of hot water, were all 
resorted to; but these measures failing to produce more than 
temporary uterine contraction, ten ounces of a solution of 
perchloride of iron (ove ia five) were injected into the uterus. 
The haemorrhage ceased, and after the lapse of a little time 
the uterus contracted moderately. The patieot progressed 
favourably, and seemed in a fair way towards recovery, when, 
contrary to instructions, she sat up for an hour an Nov«amber 
Ist, and again began to flood. She was found in an ascmic 
weak state, but the hemorrhage was easily arrested. Two 
days afterwards the bleeding returned, and the friends did not 
summon assistance until she had been “losing” for eight 
hours. When seen the bed was saturated with blood, and 
the patient appeared almost moribund, Pulse was only just 
perceptible at the wrist, and very frequent; skia and 
mucous membranes were almost bloodless, extremities and 
nese were icy cold, vision was dim, she did not recognise any 
one about her, and was seemingly unconscious. Although 
now quite still, her friends stated that she had been tossing 
violently. My colleague, Dr. Basil Walker, agreeing with 
me as to the necessity for immediate action, and the husband 
being unwilliog to supply blood, Jennings’ syphon was pro- 
cured, and the saline alcoholic solution recommended by 
him (THE LANCET, September 16th), and which is almost 
identical with that suggested by Mr. Little in the London 
Hospital Reports (1866) was allowed to flow into the radial 
vein, this being the only visible one and of fair size. The 
result was marvellous. Sight and consciousness returned, 
the pulse gradually but steadily improved, the patient 
expressed herself as feeling ‘“‘ beautifal,” and soon was able 
to retain stimulants, which were freely administered. She 
hai a good night, seemed better in the morning though 
extremely anemic and weak, and the possibility of another 
outburst of bemorrhage being entertained, she was brought 
into the hospital. With the exception that symptoms of 
acute mania appeared on November 17th her progress has 
been most favourabie, and recovery is probably not very 
remote. To give some idea of the intersity of the anemia 
it may be stated that retinal hemorrhages have been 
observed in both fundi. 

The next case is that of Mary C , aged twenty-seven, 
a patient of the same Charity. On November 10th she was 
confined of a healthy child after an easy labour. Her con- 
valescence apparently proceeded rapidly. She sat up on the 
fifth day and performed household daties in a week. On 
the 19th, soon after straining at stool, she became faint, and 
then flooded alarmingly. At 1 P.M., half an hour after the 
onset of the hemorrhage, the appearance of the patient 
betokened severe loss of blood, which was found in large 
quantity upon the floor and bed. The uterus was relaxed, 
#nd blood was flowing in gushes from the vegina. The os 
just admitted a finger, and the uterus was full of clots, 
Sclerotic acid, ice, kneading, &c., failing to arrest the 
hemorrhage, the vagina was plugged, and patient brought 
10 the hospital. When seen soon after arrival—2. 30 P.m.— 
she appeared much worse, was vomiting, and complaining 
of abdomioal pain. A large tumour was felt, reaching 
almost to the ensiform cartilage, which proved to be the 
uterus distended with blood, the constricted os evidently 
preventing its free exit. A digital exploration of the uterine 
cavity was now made—the large uterus and small os rendering 
this incomplete; but nothing abnormal, except a little 
rougheniog of the anterior wall, could be detected. Failing 
to check the bleeding, and wishing to ascertain its origin, 
the os was somewhat rapidly dilated with Barnes’ hydro- 
static bags. By this time, however, the state of the patient 
had become most critical. She said her sight was dim, end 
that she must die. The pulse was almo-t imperceptible; 








was jactitation. Mr. Unsworth, house-surgeon, concurring 
with me that there was no time to be lost, and no vein being 
visible, an incision was made over the situation of the 
median cephalic, and that vein exposed, into which about 
twenty-two ounces of simply warm water, at a temperature 
of about 100° F., were injected with the aid of Jennings’ 
syphon, The result was no less striking than in the pre- 
ceding case. The pulse became regular, ceased to intermit, 
and its volume increased; respiration improved ; sight re- 
turned; and the uterus slowly but distinctiy contracted ; 
she at the same time expressing berself as feeling better. At 
about 4 30 p.m. Dr. Herman saw the patient, and, the os being 
now fairly dilated, the interior of the uterus was examined, 
but nothing further was discovered to explain the flooding. 
As there was still considerable bleeding, the uterus was 
swabbed out with a saturated solution of perchloride of iron, 
diluted with about equal bulk of water, and the patient was 
removed to bed. An enema of beef-tea and three ounces of 
brandy was administered; but in a short time she could 
swallow, and stimulants were freely exhibited. The patient 
is now progressing uninterruptedly towards convalescence, 
not having had a bad symptom, except a slight elevation of 
temperature (102° F.) the first few days 

I have pleasure in bearing testimony to the general efficiency 
of Mr. Jennings’ instrument, and although on these occa- 
sions I was materially assisted by my colleagues mentioned 
and Mr. C. J. Dabbs, I believe the operation could have 
been accomplished single-handed, One merit of the instra- 
meat seems to me to be that although the tube is very long, 
the fear of introducing air is reduced to a minimum by the 
sitaation of the hole ie the cannula and by the arrangement 
of the stopcock and glass-interrupter. The fault that was 
noticed in it on these occasions—but this is one that can 
easily be remedied— was the sharp point of the cannula. As 
at preseut const: ucted, unless the greatest care were observed, 
not only would the point injare the wall of the vein, but it 
would penetrate through the whole thickness of the skin. It 
is neediess to say that Jennings’ syphon is altogether unsuit- 
able for the injection of blood, and I believe it is not 
intended for that purpose, for although the blood be most 
carefully whipped, its passage through so long a tube would 
be almost certain to ensure the forma'ion of coagula. As 
Mr. Jennings’ elaborate iostrement is not in the hands of 
every practitioner, it may be as well to point out that the 
same result might bs attained by the use of an ordinary 
irrigating can, or even a piece of drainage-tube might be 
utilised to serve the same parpose—i.e., if a suitable cannula 
were first obtained to introduce into the vein, and this could 
be prepared out of a piece of narrow glass tubing. 

It may appear strange that in the second case simply 
warm water was injected with a view of reviving the patient, 
but thinking that the great factor in bringing about reaction 
in these cases of collapse was by the introduction of some 
fluid into the circulatory system upon whi-h the heart could 
contract, I determined to give water a trial. The result 
speaks for itself. The resuscitation was no less marked in 
this case than in the one where alcohol and saline salts were 
employed in addition to the water. The omiesion of the 
saline salts in no way interferod with the success, and soa 
fluid of a different specific gravity, and one which is supposed 
physiologically to swell up the red globules and cause them 
to yield their pigment, was injected into the blood, and with 
a beneficial result, It may incidenta!ly be mentioned that 
when microscopically examined, twenty-four hours after- 
wards, there was no obvious alteration in the appearance of 
the corpuscles’ I am prepared to admit that if the fluid 
injected, in addition to increasing ‘‘the dynamic force of the 
circulation,” combined with this the property of cardiac 
stimulation, it must be superior, but I am inclined to at- 
tribute the good effects of the injection far more to the 
former than to the latter cause ; and with the return of con- 
sciousness and the renewal of the circulation, stimulants 
may be freely exhibited which previously are either unable 
to be retained or else, on account of the feeble circulation, 
cannot be as<imilated. 

The outburst of secondary hemorrhage so long after de- 
livery adds to these cases an especial interest, which is 
enhanced by the obscurity of its origin. If, as | am under 
the impression, having seen certain suspici us- looking 
sloughs about the os whilst plagging the vagin.., the haemor- 
rhage in the fir-t case was the consequence of the reparation 
of a slough formed after the use of the iron injection, in 
addition to the dangers which are attributed to the intra- 


respiration was irregular; extremities cold; and there ! uterine injection of pe:chloride of iron, we are confronted 
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by one which I fail to find alluded to ia the ordinary text- 
books, and one which, though more ulterior in its appear- 
ance, is certain!y not less fatal in its consequences. And 
naturally the question arises, Would the intra-venous injec- 
tion have made the uterus contract as effectua!ly as the per- 
chloride of iron if it had been employed in the first instance ? 
If it could be proved that such a performance would sufli- 
ciently reanimate the patient to bring about uterine con- 
traction, then that course ought to be adopted; because, 
now that intra-venous injection has been reduced to a prac- 
tical operation, the dangers of the latter appear diminished 
when compared with the former. But the issue of the second 
case shows that although the uterus does contract after 
intra-venous injection, it does not always do so sufficiently 
to arrest all heemorrhage, as the perchloride had subsequently 
to be applied to completely arrest the flow. It may be 
thought that the hemorrhage was the result of polypus, 
retained placenta, or other cause; but, although carefully 
sought for, no evidence of such was found. Getting up too 
soon was the probable cause of the hzemorrhage in the other 
case. 

I am aware that final conclusions cannot be drawn from 
what may be called two isoleted cases; but one thing, at 
least, appears to have been established —viz., that the 
operation of intra-venous injection is a practicable one. 

In conclusion, | woald thank Dr. Herme~ ‘or his courtesy 
in allowing me to publish these cases, 

London Hospital. 





A CASE OF 
ANEURISM OF THE AORTA RUPTURING 
INTO THE PERICARDIUM, 
By H. C. GUINNESS, SurcEon-MaJsor, A.M.D., 


IN MEDICAL CHARGE, STATION HOSPITAL, WESTERN HEIGHTS, DOVER. 

Corporat A. D——, Royal Irish Rifles (83rd), age 
twenty-three, service five years (no history of syphilis, 
alcoholism, or rheumatism) was admitted into Station 
Hospital, Westera Heights, Dover, on October 24th last, 
with inflammation of external meatus. In spite of the 
treatment employed the pus became very fetid, showing its 
neighbourhood to bone, and there was considerable consti- 
tutional disturbance with high temperature, &c. He became 
low and weak, requiring stimulants, &c., but no delirium or 
head symptoms oveurred. During his life he had no sym- 
ptom to direct attention to the heart or great vessels, and 
there was no suspicion of the existence of an aneurism. On 
November 12th, about 2 P.M., after his ear was syringed, he 
fell back in bed and expired almost immediately. As will 
be seen by the post-mortem report, the case is one of 
exceptional interest, owing to the mischief caused by the 
a inflammation, the plagging of the lateral sinus and 
jugular vein, and the probability of this being the cause of 
the rupture of the aneurism by the increased pressure on its 
coats, also by the very small size of the aneurism. The 
a report I send io full, as furnished by Surgeon 
skinner, Army Medical Department. 

Necropsy.—Body pale and emaciated, rigor mortis well 
marked. On removing the skull-cap, the dura mater was 
found to be unusually adherent to the structures beneath, 
just above the torcular hero»hili. The left lateral, petrosal, 
and cavernous sinuses were filled with ante-mortem clot; also 
the jugular vein in the jugular fossa, and for about an inch 
below that point. The brain substance was firm; but pre- 
sented nothing unusual on examination beyond general 
emptiness of the veins. Theleft auditory meatus contained 
pus; it communicated with the jugular fossa by a perfora- 
tion. On opening the chest, the pericardium was observed 
to be distended to its fullest extent by a dark substance. 
On opening it, some reddish fluid—in amount about two 
ounces—escaped, and the heart was found surrounded by a 
firm dark-coloured clot, which on removal weighed ten 
ounces. This clot was found to be especially adherent to 
the anterior surface of the first portion of the aorta; on 
removing it from this situation, a small aneurism was found 
rather larger than a bazel nut, with a perforation in its 
centre admitting a mecium-sized bristle. The heart had a 
considerable quantity of fat externally and was firmly 
contracted, Its muscular structare was pale on section. The 
valves were healthy, but all the orifices were rather smail. 








| mace, 





The aorta presented commeneing atheroma in small quan- 
ti'y throughout its whole thoracic portion. The month of 
the aneurism was small, with a ragged margin, and blood- 
stained for about one-eighth of am inch round; it was a 
quarter of an inch in its transverse, and a little more than 
one-eighth ef an inch in its vertical measurement. The 
aneurism contained some laminated fibrinous clot. The 
external coat was thickened in this situation, except just at 
the point of perforation, which, from the inner aspect, pre- 
sented a funneled appearance. The lungs were collapsed 
and somewhat congested, especially at the base of the left, 
The liver was slightly enlarged and congested. The kidneys 
were apparently normal, also the spleen. 

Remarks.—The post-mortem appearances suggest the 
opinion that the rupture of the aneurism was immediately 
due to the increased pressure caused by the blocking of the 
veins on the left side of the brain. 





Rledical Societies, 


PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON, 


Casts made with New Material.— Diffuse Polypi of Colon.— 
Large Polypus of Rectum.—Polypus of Small Intestine. — 
Abscesses in Liver of Kangaroo —Abscess and Pyaemia 
in a Python.—Changes in the Nerves in Infantile Para- 
lysis.—Changes in Nerves after Amputation.— Hyper- 
trophy and Softening of Bones in a Child -—Addison’s 
Disease without Bronzing.—Bone and Brain Disease in 
Syphilis.— Micro-organisms in Pyania, 





THE ordinary meeting of this Society was held on Decem- 
ber 19th, the President, Dr. Wilks, being in the chair. 
Dr. Goodhart’s specimens of extraordinary thickening and 
softening of the cranial bones were referred to the Kickets 
Committee. Dr. Lees showed a living case of erythema 
papulatum in a boy aged three years, 

Mr. Bow.By showed some excellent casts of Limbs and 
Skin Eruptions made from a new materia!, the composition 
of which was described in the Britis! Medical Journal a 
short time ago. The most important question was as to the 
durability of the specimens ; some of those exhibited had 
been made nearly a year, but possibly it might be found 
advantageous to add some preservative like arsenic. The 
colouring of the skin eruption was dove after the cast was 
His second specimen was a Colon of a man, aged 
sixty years, with diffuse Polypoid growths, There was no 
other disease of the alimentary canal found, and there were 
no symptoms during life. The growths commence: imme- 
diately beyond the ileo-ceecal valve and extended as far 
as half way down the descending colon. Some were sessile 
and some pedunculated. They consisted mostly of soft 
mucous membrane, and had no relation to any particular 
part of the circumference of the bowel.—Mr. Bow py also 
showed a very large Fibro-cellular Polypus of the Rectum. 
The patient was a girl, aged twenty-four, who previous io 
the discovery of the tumour had felt no discomfort beyond 
occasional constipation, While straining ai stool she felt 
something come down which she was unable to return, and 
Mr. Everley Taylor, of Scarborough, having been called in, 
found a large mass, the size of a fetal head, protradiog from 
the anus. The tumour was removed under chloroform and 
was found to be very succulent, mach fluid escaping when 
it was cut into, and its weight was thirty-one ounces, Its 
attachment was to the anterior wall, and it consisted of 
very loose fibrillar tissue containing a considerable quantity 
of fluid—i.e., a soft fibroma. The mucous membrane over 
it was normal, It is now ten months since its removal, and 
there has been no recurrence, Its large size, and the 
absence of symptoms, were the most noteworthy features, 
His fourth specimen was a Polypus of the small Intestine, 
A female, aged thirteen months, under the care of Mr. 
Morrant Baker, was taken ill, with symptoms of intussus- 
ception, on April 28th, She was admitted to St. Bartho- 
lomew’s Hospital on May 10th, when the vermiform 
appendix was found hanging loose from the anus, and on 
the 13th a large portion of the gut came away. The child 
immediately began to recover, and was discharged from 
the hospital on the 19th with the motions fairly healthy. 
On June Ist it was readmitted with wasting and con- 
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ital syphilitic rash, and it died from marasmus on 
uly 2nd, without any symptoms of intestinal obstrac- 
tion. Post-mortem, there was evidence of old peritonitis 
and adhesions of the coils together, and also to the 
enlarged mesenteric glands. The upper part. of the small 
intestines was healthy. There was a polypus about eight 
inches from the anus, with ulceration of the gut above it. 
There was no colon, but there were signs of the restitution 
of the continuity of the canal, three inches and a half 
from the atus. There was very little constriction ; but the 
gut above was dilated. The peritoneum was scarred and 
packered. The polypus was doubtless the cause of the 
intussusception ; but it was uousual for the polypus not to 
come away.—Dr. COUPLAND alluded to a case something 
like Mr. Bowlby’s that was under his care two years ago, the 
details of which were published in the Clinical Society's 
Transactions. The patient was twenty years of age, and 
abdominal section was performed for irreducible intas- 
susception. The polypus was in the small intestine, aod 
produced the intussusception which came throngh the ileo- 
cecal valve. Alluding to Mr. Bowlby’s case of maltiple 
polypi, he said there was a specimen somewhat similar in 
the Middlesex Hospital Museum.—Mr. Cripps remarked on 
the large size of the rectal polypus ; and :with regard to the 
diseminated polypi, said there were only four cases recorded 
in the Transac(ions of the several Societies and in the museums. 
The specimen that Dr. Coupland had alluded to was taken 
from a man whose symptoms dated from an attack of 
cholera, aud he died six months afterwards. There was 
another specimen in Guy's Hospital Museum where there 
were about twenty polypi in the last twenty inches of the 
colon with long, slender pedicles. He had shown a speci- 
men himself last year. [here were two kinds of polypi : 
(1) Those formerly called villous tumours, which consisted of 
hypertrophy of the mucous membrane, with new epithelial 
layers over the retiform tissue ; (2) deposit in the submucous 
tissue of a mass of cells, the pedicle being formed subse- 
quently, analogous t» the fibrous molluscum of the skin. 
ie saw Mr. Bowlby’s case of intussusception during life, 
and asked how it was that the small intestine, which must 
have come down through the ileo-ceecal valve, did not 
also slough.—Dr. WILKs thought from his experience that 
polypi generally ovcurred in little boys.—Mr. MorrRIs was 
surprised to hear polypi spoken of as rare. He recollected 
seeing several cases shown in one evening at this Society, 
all from young children. He once operated on a woman 
who had polypas, fistula, and hemorrhoids, and related a 
case of a man who compiained of tenesmus and spasm of the 
sphincter, and on examination six or eight polypi could be 
felt in the rectum.—Dr. GoopHART said that he had met 
with three kinds of polypi in the museum of the College of 
Surgeons: —J. Like the large specimen shown to-night, 
which was like Mr. Curling’s case. 2. The polypi of young 
children, which consist of mucous membrane, and are 
papillomata. 3. Villous, like Mr. Henry Smith’s case, 
where twenty or thirty were removed by the finger, but 
recurred. With regard to the intussusception, he thought 
that the colon usually sloughs, and leaves the small in- 
testine behind. — Mr. Bow sy, in his reply, said that 
disseminated polypi were usually mucous. The interest 
of his case lay in the fact that his had a fibrous con- 
sistence. He thought that the ileo-cwcal valve in the intus- 
tion case, as well as a part of the small intestine, had 
sloughed away. 

Mr. J. B. Surron showed, first, the Liver of a Kangaroo, 
with about 200 small abscesses, some projecting above the 
surface and some deeply imbedded. All of them had caseous 
walls. One had burst into the peritoneum and killed the 
animal. He had often seen similar abscesses in birds. 
Secondly, he related the case of a Large Abscess occurring 
in the Abdominal Wall of a Python, seven feet long and five 
inches in circumference, which died four days after admission 
into the Zoological Gardens, The cavity of the abscess was 
lined with layers of fibrin. There were five ounces of bloody 
serum in the pericardium. The liver was filled with abscesses, 
from the size of a pea to that of a nut ; some of them had 
only fibrin in them, others pus. In all reptiles there was a 
communication between the portal vein and the intercostals, 
and this was freer in the python than in other reptiles 
through an extra communication, The abscess was situated 
in the anastomotic area, and led to the hepatic abscesses 
and the pericarditis.—In reply to the President's question as 
to the cause of the abscess, Mr. SUTTON said that abscesses 

were common in snakes, possibly from wounds of the in- 





testines produced by the bones which they swallowed.— 
Sir JosepH FAYRER, in reply to Dr. Wilks, said he was only 
familiar with multiple abscesses of the liver in the haman 
subject, and he thought that at first they were limited 
necroses, and then abscesses. 

Dr. WALTER EDMUNDS showed microscopical specimens 
of Nerves from three cases of Infantile Paralysis. The 
specimens were from three cases in which the leg had been 
amputated late in the disease as an encumbrance. The 
sevtions were from the internal popliteal nerve. They showed 
considerable increase of the endoneurium in the nerve- 
bundles and atrophy of many of the nerve fibres. The endo- 
theliam in the vessels in the nerve was proliferated.—Dr. 
BuZZARD thought that if the disease be really inflammatory 
it would probably atfect the vessels in the connective tissue 
first, and where the inflammatory change was the greatest 
the nerve tubules would be most pressed upon, and therefore 
atrophied.—Mr. BowLsy thought Dr. Edmunds’ view was 
the correct one, as the separation of the fibres from the 
nutritive nerve cell would lead to atrophy. He thought the 
patches of connective tissue were in the site of former motor 
nerve fibres. 

Dr. HALE WHITE and Dr. EpMuNDs showed microscopic 
specimens of Neuromata after Amputation, which were, he 
said, rarein the Society’s Transaction, though not really rare 
tumours. The specimens showed that the first change in 
the coiled bundles of nerve fibres at the end of the ampu- 
tated nerve was an ingrowth of delicate connective tissue 
from the perineurium ; this ended in the sclerosis ot the 
bundles, and in its turn the sclerosed tissue underwent fatty 
degeneration. The reason why the nerve fibres underwent 
fatty degeneration was that in man the other tissues of the 
limb not regenerating themselves, there was no need of either 
sensory or motor nerves. [t was pointed out that in the 
nerve of the amputated limb certain fibres underwent de- 
generation, which were probably those coming from the 
parts which had been renewed, whilst the fibres which Lad 
not undergone degeneration were derived from the remaining 
parts of the limb. In a case of amputation of the thigh, the 
change in the cells of the tractus intermedio-lateralis had not 
extended as high as the lower dorsal cord. Sections of the 
median nerve just below a spot where it had been ent 
through previously showed complete degeneration of the 
nerve owing to all its fibres being functionally useless. 


specimen was also shown of a round-c«lled sarcoma at the 
end of an amputated nerve.—Dr. WILKs asked if there 
was new growth as well as atroplhy.—Dr. HoGGaAN thought 
that the only satisfactory method was to be,zin de novo the 
study of nerve pathology by the investigation of the changes 


in the individual nerve fibres by the improved methods of 
staining by osmic acid and gold.—Dr. Wuire, in reply, 
said that his specimens were taken when the changes 
were too far advanced to show tue new nerve fibres, 
and he had only quoted from the authorities as to their 
existence. 

Dr. GvODHART showed the Calvaria and specimens of 
the other bones of an infant, aged fifteen months, who was 
in the hospital only three days, end died of atelectasis. The 
mother contracted gonorrh@a fom her husband and the 
child had consequent ophthalm:a, but there was no other 
evidence pointing to syphilis. There are two other children, 
one with rickets. The patient was suckled for three weeks, 
and then brought up on milk ana water and beef-tea. 
The child throve weli the first year but always perspired 
profasely, had thrush badly, and occasionally spots on the 
nates, the abdomen was always large. During the last 
three months the spine had been curved and she cried 
when moved. A month ago the legs became swollen, 
then the arms, and then the head. There was well- 
marked cranio-tabes, the ribs were beaded and the 
thorax flattened laterally. Node-like lumps could be 
felt over the inner surface of each tibia and radius, 
and the lower epiphyses of the radii were enlarged. The 
spleen was notably enlarged. Post mortem the changes in 
the bones were the most noteworthy, the bones of the skull 
being enormously thickened, and also all the long bones and 
the spine. To summarise the changes :—!. The bones were 
soft like sponge, and all of them except the petrous part of 
the temporal bone could be cut with a knife like a raw 
potato, and one tibia was broken. 2. There was great hyper- 
trophy, mainly, but not exclusively, upon the periosteal 
pattern. 3. There was marked rickets, The question was 
whether it was all from rickets or due to congenital syphilis. 








Parrot has described a similar condition of spongiform osteo 
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phytes, but less marked than in this case, which he ascribes 
to congenital syphilis. Dr, Goodhart thought there was 
almost too much periosteal growth for rickets, and perhaps 
the safer plan was to consider it the outcome of both diseases, 
The infiltrating growth, which even obliterated the medal- 

canal, seemed to bring it in some relation to osteitis de- 
formans, and some thought osteitis deformans was allied 
to tumours; and it might be suggested that these 
changes were more of the nature of a bone tumour, — 
Dr. NORMAN Moore thought that the bodies of the vertebrae 
did not present the changes seen in rickets, and that in the 
skull the thickening was not increased at the sutures; in 
both these points it was not like rickets.—Mr. KESTEVEN 
agked if there had been any microscopical examinations 
made.—Dr. GOODHART replied that he had only made an 
imperfect microscopic examination, and found porous bone. 
He then related a case of Addison’s Disease without 
bronzing, and showed the abdominal sympathetic nerves 
which had been carefully dissected out by Mr. Pearson, of 
the College of Surgeons. The patient was a medical man 
who had felt ill fora short time and took a sea voyage to 
recruit himself, obstinate sickness set in, which was ascribed 
to the effects of the sea, and he landed in a very exhausted 
state; a few days later he got out of bed and fatal syncope 
ensued. There was no alteration in the colour of the skin. 
At the autopsy Dr. Goodhart found suprarenal change, and 
the abdominal sympathetic affected in such a way as to 
show that there was undoubted Addison's disease. He 
thought that the case supported the view that if the disease 
was rapid in its course bronzing might not occur. 

Mr. Victor HorsLEyY exhibited specimens of Bone and 
Brain Disease in Syphilis, The organs shown possess no 
special interest beyoud the fact that successful treatment 
lessens the opportunities of studying syphilitic lesions. In 
this case the patient was admitted into University College 
Hospital under Mr. Hill, from the Lock Hospital, Soho, in 
a very weak state, and suffering from pyzmic abscesses. 
What history could be obtained showed his condition to be 
pyzmic, following on necrosis of the facial and cranial 
bones. The specimens show, first, the poiots of necrosis on 
the frontal and malar bones, together with the spongy bones 
of the nose, of which the inferior turbinate was found post 
mortem to be a mere sequestrum, and kept in the nasal 
fossa by tenacious muco-pus. The whole mucous membrane 
of the pharynx is hyperemic, and shows a few cicatrices of 
previous ulceration. The seats of active mischief were ex- 
cessively foul, the smell of the discharge not being controlled 
by antiseptics, The frontal bone shows very well the cica- 
trices of former ulceration and destruction of the outer 
table. The lungs on both sides showed some cirrbosis of 
the apices and broncho-pneumonia ; the liver, fatty and 
cirrhotic, presented a depressed scar on its surface pene- 
trating a quarter of an inch into the substance of the organ. 
Both spleen and kidneys were cirrhotic, while the former 
was greatly enlarged, being seven inches long by four incbes 
and a half by two inches. The other abdominal organs 
showed no particular lesion, On remeving the brain there 
was found an excess of cerebro-spinal fluid, while the 
arachnoid and pia mater at the base were opaque, and in 
places matted together by exudation. This did not seem to 
have caused any paralysis of any cranial nerve. There is 
asymmetry of the cerebellum, the lateral lobe of the left side 
being deficient on its under surface at the anterior border, 
the flocculus being scarcely represented. This does not 
seem to be the result of disease. There were eleven 
abscesses in the connective tissue of the limbs and trunk. 

Mr. HorsLey also showed the Micro- organisms of 
Pyzemia. There were also shown two specimens of Micro- 
cocci, found in the abscess fluid of the case of syphilis and 
pymia first referred to, aud also from a case of excision of 
the tongue for epithelioma. The form of pyemia in both 
cases was alike—viz., that in which there is a formation 
of peripheral, not visceral abscesses—i.e., an infective process 
not dependent on embolism. As has always been found, the 
organisms are micrococci, and while always occurring in the 
abscess cavities, they were not found in the blood, With 
the fact in view of their invariable occurrence in acute 
abscess (described by Ogston and confirmed by Mr. Horsley), 
of course no causative importance was attached to their 
presence. 

Card specimens of Urinary Calculi, chiefly composed of 
carbonate of lime, from the horse, ass, and dog, wera shown 
by Mr. SHATTOCK ; and Cencer of Omentum by Dr. BEp- 
FORD FENWICK. 





A MEETING of this Society was held on Wednesday, 
Dec, 6th, 1882, Dr. Matthews Duncan, President, in the 
chair. 

Deciduous Membrane.—Dr, CLEVELAND exhibited a fleshy 
finger-like sac, passed forty-eight hours after labour by a 
patient who after a former labour had passed a similar sub- 
stance, which he had then exhibited to the Society. After 
careful search he had found no trace of a double uterus, - 
The PRESIDENT could think of no other origin for such an 
unbroken decidua than that it came from a utervs bicornis. 
—Dr. WyNN WILLIAMS described a case of double uterus at 
present under his own care. . at 

Microscopie Sections of Carcinoma Uteri. — Dr, Epis 
showed microscopic sections illustrating his case of malignant 
disease of the cervix complicating pregaancy. The amount 
of stroma was small compared with that of the cells, the 
appearance thas resembling that ot medullary cancer. 

-erimetric Abscess.—Mr. GRIFFITH showed a specimen of 
perimetric abscess, situated behind the uterus and left broad 
ligament, displacing and obstructing the rectum, and open- 
ing at three places into the cervix uteri, vagina, and rectum. 

The Directions of Uterine Contraction. — Dr. Gopson 
showed a uterus removed by Porro’s operation, which demon- 
strated well the wrinkles on its peritoneal surface caused by 
the contraction of its muscular fibres underneath. — Dr. 
Rovutus had heard the uterine souffle per vaginam or over the 
sacrum in cases in which he had failed to hear it by auscul- 
tating the abdomen. . 

Retained Placenta,—Dr. WYNN WILLIAMS exhibited a 
placenta retained for three months after abortion, and 
removed by him. 

Fibroids removed by Abdominal Section.—Dr. BANTOCK 
exhibited five specimens of uterine fibroids, weighing re- 
spectively 31b., 8lb., 1341b., 31b., amd 21b., removed by 
abdominal section. One patient died, four recovered. In 
each case the pedicle was secured by Keeber!é’s serre-neud, 
upon the value of which Dr. Bantock rema:ked. He thought 
that whatever might be the future of od}phorectomy for the 
cure of fibroids, it could not compete with hysterectomy in 
sases such as those exhibited, in each of which there were 
substantial objections to the former operation.—Dr. ROBERT 
BARNES thought fibroids such as Dr. Bantock had shown 
better dealt with by hysterectomy. At present he inclined 
to think Battey’s operation best suited for hard fibroids in 
the wallof the uterus, and projecting inwards. Malignant 
and myxomatous tumours it was better to extirpate. He 
could speak from clear observation of the remarkable effect 
of Battey’s operation upon fibroids. Within a year after 
this operation he had found a tumour the size of the fist 
practically gove.—Mr, KNOWSLEY THORNTON did not think 
hysterectomy should be performed for fibroids until ojjpho- 
rectomy bad been tried and failed. He had done the latter 
operation ten times ; all the patients had recovered, all had 
been benefited, and in all the uterus bad diminished in size, 
in some to a surprising degree, Not merely the ovaries, 
but the tubes, and the large vessels in the broad liga- 
ment, ought to be removed. — Dr. GopsON corroborated 
Mr. Thornton's statement as to one of the cases operated on 
by him.—Dr. CHAMPNEYs asked Mr. Thornton in what cases 
he thought the operation should be done.—Mr. THORNTON 
thonght only in cases in which life was threatened. _ 

New Lamp.—Dr. AVELING exhibited a modification of 
Swau’s incandescent carbon lamp, so made that it could be 
introduced into cavities of the body for operative or endo- 
scopic purposes, 5 

Duplared. Porincon : New Method of Operating. —A 
paper upon this subject, by Dr. WYNN WILLIAMS, was 
read. In this operation the sides of the rent were first 
denuded in the usual way; then a flap of elastic tissue 
about two-thirds of an iach in width, about two lines in 
thickness, and long enough when on the stretch to reach as 
high as the denuded surface on the labia, was dissected up 
from the floor of the vagina, Sutures were then passed 
through the denuded surfaces in such a manner as to keep 
the edges as well as the flat surface of this flap in contact 
with the raw surface. This being done, the sutures were 
secured in the usual way. When the rupture involved the 
sphincter ani, the flap was made, and the sutures passed 
through it in the same way as in the simpler cases, but the 
rent in the wall of the rectum was sewn up with sutures 
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made to terminate within the bowel, and the deep sutures 
secured before those bringing the flap into position were 
tied.—Dr. AVELING asked what was Dr. Wynn Williams's 
practice with regard to the action of the bowels after opera- 
tion.—Dr. BANTOCK objected to the practice of tying the 
knees together, and also to the use of vaginal injections, 
after operation. He had performed Dr. Wynn Williams's 
operation once, but was not much impressed by it.—Dr. 
CLEVELAND thought that ruptare of the periueum could 
often be prevented by restraining the too rapid emergence 
of the child's head, which could be done by judicious 
counter-pressure.— Dr. SAVAGE thought the diffrence was 
everlooked between mere tegumentary lesions and rupture 
extending through the perineal bedy. In Dr. Williams's 
operation a narrow tongue of tegument was reserved in the 
course of denudation, and plastered over the crevice left after 
bringing the raw surfaces together. No additional strength 
resulted from this, because the tongue was merely tegu- 
mentary. Early operations were tegumentary, and failed 
altogether. The perineal body was the cen're of attach- 
ment of the perineat muscles, and the maiostay of the 
floor of the pelvis.—Dr. Rout thovght that ruptur~ of 
the perineum could not always be prevented, and some- 
times a slight laceration was not so great an evil as 
prolongation of the labour. He had in early practice 
succeeded completely with ordinary sewing-needles and 
thread. He concurred with Dr. Savage's remarks as to 
the periveal body, bat had seen that the perineum 
made by Dr, Williams's operation was remarkably strong 
and effective. ~— Mr. KNowsLeY THORNTON thought this 
mode of operating gave remarkably good results; but it 
was not new, having been described by Mr. Teale of Leeds, 
and practised by many American surgeons. — Dr. MURRAY 
had seen the operation now described, and thougist it gave 
a firm perineum. It was not always prudent to retard the 
progress of the head. Laceration of the perineum might 
often be prevented by making one or two lateral cuts.— 
Dr. CAMPBELL Pore said that primary union might often 
be obtained by applying a broad strip of plaster to hold the 
nates together. — Dr. Epis said that rupture might often | 
be prevented by straightening the legs wh'le the head was 
emerging, and also by making a nick on either si¢s of the 
perineum. Union might be obtained by operation twelve or 
twenty-four hours afterwards. It was unnecessary, and 
rather jeopardised healing, to keep the bowe!s constipated 
after operation.—Dr. CULVER JAMES had, in one case, ope- 
rated immediately after labour with a rather large common 
household needle, and obtained union. — The PRESIDENT 
had seen the results of many methods of operatiog, and 
could not say that one was better than another. He had 
stitched up a perineum two weeks after delivery without 
denudation or cutting of any kind, and it healed sufficiently. 
—Dr. WyNN WILLIAMS did not confine the bowels afier 
operation. The perineum made without the flap he had 
described was apt to be too thin. He was not aware that 
his operation had been described before; it certainly was 
not alluded to in any work on gynzcology. 

Pregnancy complicated with Cancer of the Cervix; 
Cesarcan Section ; Recovery.—This paper, by Dr. Epis, was 
then read. The patient came to the Middlesex Hospital in 
November, 1881. She had begun to suffer from paio, 
hemorrhage, and discharge eleven months previous!'y. She 
presented the signs of six months pregnancy, and there was 
epithelioma involving nearly the whole circumference of the 
cervix and the greater part of the posterior vaginal wall. 
Palliative treatment was adopted until February, 1882. 
Labour pains then came on, and the os dilated to the size of 
a five-shilling piece. It being judged impossible for delivery 
per vias natura'es to take place, Ceesareaa section was per- 
formed by Mr. Morris. The child was born in a state of 
suspended animation, but recovered. The mother recovered, 
ond wien seen in September the disease had made but little 





rogress, 

Two Cases of Labour complicated by Cancer of the Cervix 
Uteri.—These cases were related ina paper by Dr. HERMAN. 
In the first case the diseased tissue was Seat cut away with 
scissors and the actual cautery, and delivery effected with 
forceps. A vesico-vaginal fistula subsequently was formed, 
then phlebitis, and the patient died on the 18th day. The 
fistula occurred at a spot which the cancer had invaded. In 
the second case masses of diseased tissue were removed with 
the écraseur, the fingers, and scissors, with only trifling hamor- 
rhage, and delivery was effected with forceps. The mother 
recovered well. Tne author thought that in the management 





of labour obstructed by cancer, the first al'ernative to be 
considered should be whether it was not possible to break 
down, aod tear or cut awey (the former preferably) the ob 
structing diseased masses.—Dr. BATE hed had a case of 
labour with commencing cancer, in which delivery was 
effected by natoral efforts, but the patient died from septi 
cemia —Dr. CHAMPNEYS said that in these cases it was 
perhaps most iwpo:tant that there should be bealthy tissue 
at the sides of the cervix, for it was there that lacerations 
most often oceurred.— Dr. GALABIN inquired as to the 
method of suture of the uterus adopted in Dr. Edis’s case. 
He bad in four cases of cancer delivered per vias naturales, 
in one only was there great difficulty in doing so; but two 
of the mothers died; in one of the latter the disease was 
almost entirely removed with the galvanic cautery.—Mr. 
JENNNGS thought that rapture of the bladder during partu- 
rition was not so rare as might be supposed. —Dr. FANCOURT 
BARNES thought that in these cases Cesarean section offered 
a chance of probable recovery to the mother and certain 
safety to the child. An important point was that in this 
operation healthy tissues were cut through, while in natural 
delivery diseased tissues were torn, thus favouring blood- 
poisoning. — Dr. Epis said that in his case interrupted 
sutures of silkworm gut were used, 


ACADEMY OF MEDICINE IN IRELAND. 
MEDICAL SECTION. 

THE first meeting of the Medical Section was held in the 
College of Physicians on Friday evening, the 15th inst. 
Dr. William Moore, President of the King and Queen’s 
College of Physicians, Ireland, occupied the chair as Pre- 
sident of the Section. 

The PRESIDENT delivered an inaugural address. Having 
alluded to the absorption of the Medical Society of the 
King and Queen’s College of Physicians into the Academy 
of Medicice in Ireland as its Medical Section, he reviewed 
at considerable length the advances made in the diagnosis 
of disease, particularly within the last twenty-five years. 
He referred first to affections of the chest, the differential 
diagnosis of which was now well-nigh perfect. In certain 
cases clivical observations of the temperature had proved of 
great use, and the most recent advance was the demonstra- 
tion by Professor Robertson of the germ origin of pulmonary 
tuberculosis, To Laennec was due the elucidation of cardiac 
diseases, and to Traube, in great measure, the knowledge of 
the relations which may exist between these and renal 
affections. The diagnosis of valvular diseases had become 
very exact, but the precise value of murmurs as regards 
diagnosis and prognosis was apt to be over-estimated. Nor 
was the diagaosis of abdominal aneurism always an easy 
matter. Great advances had also been made in the study of 
specific fevers, especially of the endemic fever of this 
country, enteric or typhoid fever. Again, much had been 
done in the localisation of cerebral and spinal diseases, 
among the more iateresting of this class of maladies being 
hysteria, hystero-epilepsy, and hemianzsthesia. As regards 
the treatment of some of these affections, he mentioned some 
remarkable instances in which good results bad followed the 
practice of metallo-therapy. 

Mr. ARTHUR BENSON exhibited a case of well-marked 
Retinitis Albuminuria in a boy, aged sixteen, without con- 
stitutional disturbance; Dr. CHARLES F. MOORE, a case 
presenting Neuralgic Symptoms in a man having remarkable 
patches of white hair, some of which were congenital ; and 
Mr. Story a case of Double Zonular Cataract. 

Dr. J. W. Moore exhibited by card specimens of Diph- 
theritic inflammation of the throat ; and Mr. P. 8. ABRAHAM 
microscopic sections showing (1) diphtheritic deposit of mus- 
cular tissue of the pharynx; (2) mycelium of fangus ; and 
(3) degeneration of muscular fibre in diphtheria. 

Dr. WALLACE Beatty read a paper on the Causation 
of Left-side Pain, drawing special atfention to a form not 
sufficiently recognised, which was due to fecal accumulation, 
and removed by getting rid of the accumulation. The pain 
was felt over the lower few ribs on the left side, was asso- 
ciated with extreme tenderness on pressure upwards of the 
tenth or eleventh rib, scarcely any pain being felt on pres- 
sure of these ribs downward, and was relieved when the side 
was pressed inwards with the flatof the hand He explained 
its occurrence by the drag of a loaded colon on the pleuro- 
colic ligament; this constant drag setting up a state of 
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extreme irritability in the nerves of that ligament, so that a 
painfal impression was carried upwards along the left lesser 
splanchnic nerve to the spinal cord, and was transferred 
the law of irradiation of sensations to the tenth and 
eventh left intercostal nerves.—Dr. WALTER SMITH said 
the pleuro-colic fold had not received the attention it 
deserved, It certainly was of considerable importance ia the 
investigation of abdominal disease. Dr. Beatty’s arguments 
were valid as explaining certain kinds of left-side pain, but 
did not explain all kinds.—Dr. WALLACE BEATTY did not 
wish it to be understood that he considered left-side pain 
was caused in every instance by fecal accumulation, but 
ouly in cases presenting the symptoms he had mentioned. 
Dr. WALTER Smirt# related two cases of Paralysis of the 
left half of the Velum Palati, and raised the question 
whether palatine paralysis was invariably to be regarded as 
a characteristic sequela of diphtheria, or whether it may not 
occasionally supervene upon non-diphtheritic forms of 
angina. Case | occurred in a young lady, aged twenty-four, 
and the paralysis developed six weeks after an apparently 
simple ulcerated sore throat, for which she had been treated 
by Dr. Smith, Case 2, a young lady, aged twenty-six, was 
ected with what was considered to be a simple relaxed 
sore throat unattended with ulceration. She remained ina 
weak and nervous condition, and shortly afterwards the left 
half of the. palate was found to be paralysed. In each 
case the symptoms were sitmilar—viz., difficulty of swal- 





lowing, nasal twang in the voice, and regurgitation of | 


fluids through the nose. Both cases recovered com 
pletely. Dr. Smith submitted that it was not unreason- 
able to hold that catarrhal sore-throat may now and 
then give rise to slight motor paralysis through partial 
implication of the nervous system or otherwise. — Dr. 
HENRY KENNEDY said that diphtheria might exist 
without exudation. He had seen such cases in which 
paralysis followed.—Mr. H. G. Croiy said that the large 
majority of cases described as diphtheria were really 
cynanche.—Mr. WILLIAM THOMSON asked, if paralysis 
occurred in the palate as the resuit of specific inflam. 
mation, why similar effects did not follow in other parts 
of the body where nerve filaments were concerned. —Mr. 


J. W. Moore alluded to the specimen which he ex- | aT ie 7 : ; 7 
| of the Contagious Diseases Act licensed houses have greatly 


hibited, describing it as one of phlegmonous erysipelas of 
the throat in which diphtheritic conditions had supervened. 
He believed that paralytic symptoms occurred only in true 
diphtheria.—Dr. Finney considered the fact that other 


diseases were associated with paralytic symptoms coafirmed | 


Dr. Smith’s view.—Mr. W. STOKES doubied that paralytic 
symptoms followed inflammation other than those of a 
diphtheritic nature. —The PRESIDENT regretted that no in 
formation had been given as to the presence of albumen in 
the urine in Dr. Smith’s cases,—Dr. R. A. HAYES mentioned 
in support of Dr. Smith’s view a case in which chronic in- 
flammation of the palate, resulting from excessive tobacco 
smoking, gave rise to paralysis of the palate. —Dr. WALTER 
SMITH, in reply, said that the paralysis in these cases might 
be the result of myelitis or of muscular degeneration. He 
answered Mr, Thomson’s question by pointing out the 
rich nervous supply of the palate, and the muscles being 
open to attack from both sides. 

The Section then adjourned. 








Aebielus ad Btices of Books, 


Etudes de Physiologie Sociale: La Prostitution. Par 
Yves Guyot. Paris: G. Charpentier, 1882.—This labo- 
rious work has been written with the well-conceived pur- 
pose of proving that the various legislative measures in force 
with regard to prostitution, in their relations to the preser- 
vation of the public health and morals, have not only 
altogether failed in these respects, but have exaggerated the 
evils they were intended to suppress. We will see upon what 
grounds, and by what arguments, the author supports these 
positions, and to what extent he has succeeded in establishing 
them. He commences by asking, ‘‘ What is prostitution ?” 
and, accepting the definition of Littré—‘‘ An abandonment 
to unchastity”—very properly remarks that the term is 
applicable to either sex. But when he pushes his premises 
farther, and claims for the word ‘‘ prostitute ” a similar lati- 





tude, he contends for a point of no practical value, inasmuch 
as it is universally understood to mean an abandoned 
woman. He then gives a graphic account of the cruelty and 
atrocities exercised against this unfortunate class of females, 
at various times aud in divers countries, from the time of 
Solon and Charlemagne to more recent periods. He is very 
eloquent on the effects of the unequal laws that govern the 
relatious between the sexes; but though he moves us to 
pity that the insanitation and infamy of the one should be 
punished and not of the other, yet he has failed to suggest 
any remedy for them. It appears, from his numerous records 
on the subject, that until the nineteenth century the legal 
regulations with regard to prostitution had for their sole 
object the preservation of the public morals, and that it was 
not till the period mentioned that the question of sanitation 
was conjoined with it. With a minuteness of detail often 
revolting in its givss indecency, and which no English 
author would have dared to have published, he explains the 
modus operandi of the “French system,” as administered 
by “‘ the police of morals,” together with the medical staff 
connected therewith, The primary object of this system, it 
would seem, is to concentrate prostitution into certain 
licensed houses, ‘‘des maisons de tolérance,” and confine it, 
as far a3 possible, to certain districts ; and in the desire to 
attain this the author says that its administrators are often 
‘‘bratally harsh, venai, and unjust.” The result has been 
a moral degradation of both the women and their clients of 
so frightful a nature that it is appalling to contemplate it ; 
and we may well felicitate ourselves that a system that 
encourages or permits the herding together of s number 
of women in one house, under the tutelage of a vile wretch, 
‘‘la maitresse de la maison,” who often becomes affluent 
through her abominable traflic, has not, and never can have, 
M. Guyot makes 


any legalised existence in this country. 
** Since the passing 


tn assertion to the contrary. He says: 
increased at Aldershot, and the police have fostered this 
movement.” We are in a position, from inquiries recently 
instituted on these points, to give an emphatic denial to this 


statement. The authorities say “such houses have greatly 
decreased, as has also the number of prostitute, and very 
young girls are now seldom seen in the streets.” Nothing 


can be more explicit than this, and nothing more satis- 
factory ; for it would be impossible to devise a more certain 
means of undermining the health and morals of the 
rising generation than by legally countenancing an insti- 
tution such as has been so realistically described by the 
author. It is, however, in its relations to the public health 
that this system more immediately concerns us, because our 
own Contagious Diseases Act, intended for an analogous 
purpose, is largely modelled on that portion of it that 
applies to sanitation. Here the author has entirely 
failed to make out his case. How does he attempt to 
establish it? In the first place, from the fact of there 
being relatively more venereal diseases amongst women in 
liceused houses, who are medically visited once a week, 
than amongst les filles isolées, women living alone in 
furnished rooms, who are obliged, or rather expected, to go 
to the dispensary once a fortnight, he concludes that 
medical intervention in this respect increases these diseases 
amongst them. He himself has unconsciously furnished 
proof of the fallacy of this deduction, for he states 
‘*that while the former cannot exercise any choice in the 
selection of their clients and are obliged to receive a much 
greater number, six to twenty-five daily, the latter can 
exercise that selection and are able to please themselves as 
to the nunber of their receptions.” Moreover, he says, 
‘‘the first are always amenable to examination, while the 
others are made to submit with much more difficulty, and 
often go away when diseased to avoid being sent to 
hospital,” Comment on this is surperfluous, and statistics 
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raent he advances in support of this position is that “it is | 


almost impossible to discover a primary infecting chancre or 
to decide the nature of vaginal discharges ir a woman. 

This assertion is contrary to experience, for though, no 
doubt, i¢ may be difficult in some instances to detect the 
one or differentiate between the several kinds of the other, 
yet in the majority of cases it will not be so. Besides, irre- 
spective of this, are not syphilitic mucous patches infective 

And is there anyone so obtuse as to deny that when the 
subject of them is seat to hospital for treatment a fruitfu 

source of infection has been withdrawn from circulation ? 
It is idle to attempt to refute such statements as these, and 
if those who are agitating for the repeal of the Acts in 
question have no stronger testimony to bring forward 
than this their case is desperate indeed. The French 
system is utterly demoralising, but the legislation exercised 
in this country has an opposite effect, for it has been proved 
by numerous letters in Tot LANCET and elsewhere, and by 
other testimony, that many young women, more impres- 
sionable than those more hardened in sin, have been rescued 
from their evil courses by the interposition of these Acts, 


and this is a sufficient answer to a favourite theory of the re- | 


pealers that ‘‘ the daration of time during which prostitutes 

exercise their calling has been greatly prolonged by the in- 
5 yr 

fluences they have exerted.” If they are enforced efficiently, 


and the medical examinations are conducted with proper skill | 


and care, it is absurd to suppose that the diseases for the pre- 
vention of which they were passed are not correspondingly 
ameliorated. M. Guyot’s elaborate ventilation of this subject 
will undoubtedly do good, and we strongly recommend all 
interested ia it to read the book for themselves. 
Metropolitan Sewage, and what todo with it. By Epowarp 
Monson, A.M.LC.E. Part I. London: Prentice and 
Monson,—Mr. Monson’s small work appears opportunely at 
a period whea so much attention, both public and private, 
is being given to the condition of the Thames as the result 
of the metropolitan outfalls for sewage. The whole history 
of the London sewerage system, and of the formation of the 


Metropolitan Board of Works, is entered into, and much | 


of the action of the board is sharply criticised, both on 


apparently useless sludge which has so often been associated 


with the lime process of dealing with sewage, but that the 
’ 


utilisation of the sewage sludge in the manner he pro- 
poses will open out a great future for the manufacture 
of a brick which will be much sought after in building 


operations, 

On Duty under a Tr al Su being some Practical 
Suggestions for the Maintenanee of Health and Bodily 
Comfort, and the Treatment of Simple Diseases, with 
remarks on Clothing and Equipment for the Guidance of 
Travellers in Tropical Countries. By Major 8 
Hunt and A. 8. Kenny, M.R.C.S.E. pp. 138. London 








Allen and Co. 1882.—The object of this work is to assi 
persons visiting tropical climates to counteract and palliate 
many of the petty annoyances and personal discomforts 
to w hich, from lack of experience, t y may be ex- 
posed. -The remarks on diet and tl iggestions o1 
clothing and equipment seem well calculat to be 
useful to the class for whom they are intend but we 
are afraid that the remarks upon the diseases of tropical 
| climates and the directions for their tr 
| have a tendency “to foster a false sen fs ty by 
leading anyone to think it is possible for | t pense 
with proper medical assistance when these evils b 

This is far from the intention of the authors, who « 
| to impress upon their readers the “ imperativ of 
availing themselves of the skill and experience « iedical 
men acquainted with the diseases of the country but 
we entertain doubts as to the practical results of the 
attempt in the direction of ‘‘ domestic medicine 

What to do in A lents and Sudden Tin { By 

Pare Foster, M.D Pr "6 Leeds Spark rhis is 
one of a class of books which, if not called into existence 
has, at least, been greatly developed by the formation 
of ambu'ance classes. The work now before us is not, 


account of the plaa on which some part of the sewerage | 


works have been designed, and because tiie scheme has 
never been carried out in its entirety. Especially does 
the author complain that flooding of houses, insufficiency of 
sewer provisioa, needless expense, and other difficulties have 
resulted from the initial error of not separating streams with 
much of the rainfall and the storm-water frem the sewage 
proper. The sewers are in consequence of enormous size ; 
they are, notwithstanding their huge capacity, totally in- 
adequate to carry off storm-water, and the sewage which, 


under a separate system, could have been concentrated at a | 


point where it might easily have been either chemically 
treated or utilised, is so diluted and in such quantity that 
the question of its proper disposal has never been faced. As 
a result, the effect of discharging the metropolitan sewage 
into the Thames has been to cause a nuisance of imperial 
magnitude and concern; shoals of sewage mud are found in 
the river; and very general complaint emanates from the 
Thames Conservancy, the Port Authority, and the riverside 





population, Even now Mr. Monson maintains that there 


would be true economy in reconsidering the system as a whole, 
and he specially advocates that the sewage should be treated 
by the lime process before the effluent is passed into the 
river. With regard to the sewage sludge which would result 
from this process, Mr. Monson points out how much it partakes 
of the character of the washed clay and chalk used in the 
manufacture of stock bricks ; and he shows, as the result of 
actual experiment, not only that in this direction will in all 
probability be found the remedy for that accumulation of 








however, confined to instruction in what should be done 
on the occurrence of an accident or the infliction of an 
injury, but covers a much more extensive field. It dis- 
cusses the conditions necessary for the prese:vation of 
health and the prevention of disease among the people 
generally ; the duty of sick nursing; “the «ymptoms and 
treatment of certain ailments for which medical advice is 
frequently not sought, and of some others in which serious 


| consequences might ensue before it could be obtained, 





including cases of poisoning ; and concludes with a few 
remarks on the rearing of children. The work seems to 
have been carefully drawn up, and on the whole to be 
judicious and well calculated to answer the purpose in- 
tended. We think, however, it micht have been abridged 
without detriment by the omission of the in ictory 
chapter on the stracture and fanctions of the body ; and we 
must protest against the author’s opinion that ‘ luties 
pertaining to the office of the nurse do 1 all f pecial 
knowledge or training.” There may possib > good 
nursing without these, but it is the rare except to the 
rule. We hold that no greater impr nent tal 
place in the treatment of the sick than the introdu n of 
a thorough practical training of the nurs 

Diseases of the Ear By GeorGe P. Fre.cp, M.R.C.S.. 
Aural Sargeon to St. Mary’s Hospital, and I irer on 
Aural Surgery in the Medical Schoo!. Illustrated with 
coloured plates and woodcuts. London: Heury Renshaw. 
1882. —- We have noticed the previous editions of this 


book, and are not now surprised to receive a third edition. 
The class of diseases of which it treats are of great im 
portance, and yet unfortunately are seldom the subject of 
much attention in medical education, either on the part of 
the student or his teachers. Mr. Field does his best, and 
does well, to make up for this defect, His book will be 
found very useful both by students and practitioners. This 
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edition contains many new illustrations and several addi- 
tional chapters. 

Monthiy Mazim;. By Ronert DupLey. De la Rue. 
1882,—The close of the year brings with it the annual cluster 
of books sui'able for presents, and the volume before us is 
one which will do much to enhance the reputation of both 
artist and publisher. Mr. Dudley’s illustrations afford a 
rare combination of daintiness, delicacy, and quaint humour, 
and show in the drawing and execution a carefuloess which is 
very seldom seen in works of this class. The larger illustra- 
tions are magnificent specimens of chromo-lithography, and 
this book of Monthly Maxims is one of those “ things of 
beauty” which we feel sure will live far longer than the 
conventional ephemeride in company with which it makes 
its appearance. 

Introduction to Latin Prose Composition, with Hints on 
Latin Writing and Periodic Style. By R. M. MILLINGTON, 
M.A. London: Longmans, Green, Reader, and Dyer. 
1882.—Although the study of the Classics is now considered 
of much less importance than heretofore, almost all allow 
that the study of Latin composition may be a valuable 
mental training. Mr. Millington’s book contains a carefully 
graduated course of Latin prose composition—a course 
which, if conscientiously gone through, is quite sufficient to 
satisfy the most rigorous examiner. The notes to each 
exercise are especia!ly valuable, and the hints on style &c., 
and the repeated warnings against the indirectnes’ of ex- 
pression and want of harmony which characterise the com- 
positions of many candidates at our university examinations, 
should be borne in mind by the student. Cicero, Livy, and 
Cesar are, according to custom, recommended as models; 
and the by this time familiar warning against the terseness 
of Tacitus is given—a warning in which we, who have often 
enjoyed the ‘‘word-pictures” of that master of brevity, 
cannot join. A beck of similar character on Latin verse 
composition would be valuable, and we hope that, should the 
present volume meet with the success it deserves, Mr. Milling- 
ton may turn his attention to such a work. 

Sixes and Sevens. Written by F. E. WEATHERLY; illus- 
trated by Jane M. DEALY. London: Hildesheimer and 
Faulkner. Amongst the eligible presents for young folks 
at this season ‘‘ Sixes and Sevens” must occupy a very high 
place. It is difficult to decide as to the comparative merits 
of verse and illustrations, both are so excellent and so well 
calculated to effect the object aimed at—the amusement 
and instruction of juvenile readers, The book will assuredly 
become a favourite in the nursery, 








Aelu Indentions. 


A PORTABLE STETHOSCOPE, 

Tuts is an ingenious and elegant instrument, the stem of 
which is composed of a jointed tube of aluminium, so that it 
can be drawn out to the extent of six inches, its length when 
closed being less than three inches. The chest and ear 
pieces are made ot celluloid, and the latter can be removed 
from the stem, to which it is fitted by ascrew. By these 
devices the instrument becomes the most portable of any 
stethoscope with which we are acquainted. It remains to 
be seen how it will stand the wear and tear of daily use ; 
but that it is quite as efficient a conductor of sound as the 
ordinary wooden stethoscope we have assured ourselves by 
considerable trial. The stethoscope is made by Messrs. Salt 
and Son, of Birmingham. 











THE members of the St. John’s Institute at Burgess- 


hill, Sussex, have decided to raise ar ial to tl 
Dr. James Braid. a memorial to the late 





HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 
OF CANADA AND H.R.H. PRINCESS LOUISE 
IN VANCOUVER'S ISLAND. 


R. W. Burnet, M.D., M.R.C.P. (Physician to the Great 
Northera Hospital), has favoured us with the following 
descriptive sketch :~- ; 

In the Provinee of British Columbia, lying between the 
forty-ninth and sixtieth degrees of north latitude, and ox- 
tending from the Rocky Mountains on the east to the North 
Pacific Ocean on the west—an area about three times as large 
as that of Great Britain and Ireland,-—there must of necessity 
be considerable differences of temperature and varieties of 
climate. The prolonged stay of the Marquis of Lorne and 
her Royal Highness in Vancouver's Island of itself speaks 
well for the climate of Victoria and the healthiness of the 
country. The mean winter temperature is set down at 42° F., 
and that of summer rather more than 60° F., which is con- 
siderably bigher than the average on the mainland. The 
mildness of the climate for over three hundred miles north of 
Victoria is attributed to the warm Japanese current which 
is believed to strike the Queen Charlotte Islands and to flow 
in a southerly direction along the shores of Vancouver's 
Island. The rainfall of the islaads and coast of the main- 
land varies, in ditferent places, from forty-five co sixty inches. 
In some parts of the interior the rainfall is abundant, but in 
others, owing apparently to the position and relations of high 
mountain ranges, the fall is much less, and in dry seasons 
irrigation has to be taken advantage of to secure good crops. 
In consequence, however, of the large number of streams and 
lakes a good water-supply is easily obtained. The northern 
districts extending into high latitudes have greater extremes 
of temperature—a long day in summer and a winter more 
resembling that of Manitoba and the other north-west 
territories, 

As Los Angeles, Santa Barbara, and other favoured spots 
in Southern California form a sanatorium for the colder 
regions of the States, so there seems every probability that 
Victoria, and the whole southern part of Vancouver's Island, 
will, when the direct railway is opened, become the resort 
of those dweilers in the great Canadian North-West who 
have to seek milder air, or who desire to escape the rigors 
of a winter such as is usual in those parts. At present all 
communication between British Columbia and the other 
provinces of Canada has to be by way of San Francisco, but 
when the Canadian Pacific Railway, now in process of con- 
struction, is opened, the connexion between the provinces 
will be direct and complete, through scenery declared by 
those who have seen both to be equal in places to any found 
in the Alps. The railway wiil then be connected with the 
English steamers arriving at Halifax, and this will be the 
shortest route from Eogland to China and Japan. There is 
still a considerable Indian population on these shores, but 
they are very much inferior in appearance and yaa to 
those of the plains on the east of the Rocky Mountains. 
They are quiet, law-abiding, and industrious, working at 
eqplaniensil and other pursuits, On the Fraser and other 
rivers, where salmon fisheries form a very important industry, 
the fishing is entirely done by Indians. Whisky and syphilis 
have, however, made great ravages amongst them, and they 
are steadily decreasing in numbers, 

The inhabitants of Victoria, numbering about 6000, chiefly 
English and Scotch, are comfortable, easy-going people. 
The necessaries of life are moderately cheap, and wages are 
high—apny skilled workman making from four to six dollars 
aday. In such a commanity there is, as might be supposed, 
not much need for large hospital accommodation. The Royal 
Victoria Hospital has some thirty beds and stands on a good, 
dry, elevated site. a short way out of the town. At 
Esquimault, some four or five miles off, there is a naval hos- 
pital near the dockyard, and to it a resident surgeon is 
attached. Besides these there are the small French and 
Roman Catholic hospitals, and the small district hospitals of 
New Westminster and Navarino. At the last named place 
there are extensive and increasing coal workiogs, in which a 
large number of men are employed. 

Her Royal Highness the Princess Louise lately paid 
a visit to the Royal Victoria Hospital, and was shown 
over it by Mr. J. B, Matthews, M.R.C.S, Eng., an old 
student of St. George’s Hospital. 
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THE ANNUS MEDICUS 1882. 


Introduction, 

WE proceed to lay before our readers a history of the 
year 1882, not pretending that it is complete. As on 
previous occasions, we go at once to our duty without 
preface or comment on the general history of a year which, 
with all its faults, will not look badly in British history, 


Anatomy and Physiology. 

Before referring to a few of the more noteworthy of the facts 
which have advanced our knowledge of Anatomy and Physio- 
logy during the past year, it is with feelings of no ordinary 
emotion that we notice the death of CHARLES DARWIN, the 
great naturalist, whose work, continued through a long period 
of bodily infirmity, has left a durable impress on the whole 
field of modern thought; who passed away in the spring at 
the ripe age of seventy-one, and who lived long enough to 
see that the calm and unimpassioned, yet logical mode in 
which he stated his opinions, and the vast array of facts 
resting on unimpeachable authority he brought to support 
them, had converted to his doctrine many of those who by 
education and vocation were most disposed to ignore, scoff at, 
and oppose them. In the next place, it is fitting to express 
our deep feeling of regret at the loss science has experienced 
in the death of Professor Francis M. BALFour, of Cam- 
bridge, a brilliant follower of DARWIN, and to pay a tribute 
of respect to the excellence of the work on Comparative 
Embryology, which he had only just completed, and which 
promises to be for a long time the text-book on this subject. 
The observations he had made are to a very large extent 
original, and though time has not yet been afforded to enable 
them to be corroborated by other observers, yet the care 
with which they were undertaken, the rare manipulative 
dexterity he possessed, and the acuteness of his perceptions, 
combined with the habitual caution with which he formed 
his opinions, render it probable that they will meet with very 
general acceptation. The statements made are everywhere 
well arranged and easily accessible to the student. The next 
works to be mentioned are the several splendid volumes of the 
reports of the scientific results of the Challenger expedition, to 
which we have on various occasions directed the attention of 
our readers, as containing an immense amount of original in- 
formation upon the inhabitants of the deep sea, and many 
beautifully executed drawings of animals new to science, 
with descriptions by such men as MOSELY, HAECKEL, and 
others thoroughly versed in the anatomy and physiology of 
the animals of which they treat. There have not been many 
additions to the existing and well-known treatises on 
anatomy and physiology during the past year, though several 
new editions have appeared. Thus of the former we have 
only to enumerate Mr. REEVES’ Morpbology, a work of con- 
siderable originality and research. Dr. MEARS has written 
a work on Schematic Anatomy, which is on a new principle, 
and presents some advantages to the jearner. 








The first part of a good system of Comparative Anatomy 
has been published by WIEDERSHEIM, and the first fasciculi 
of Treatises on Zoology, by LANESSAN and by Moquix 
TANDON, have been issued, the last, however, being a 
translation of a new edition of CLAUs, a work already 
well known. Amongst the new editions may be mentioned 
QuAIN’s Anatomy, which has been considerably enlarged, 
and in which the Histology has been carefully revised by 
Mr, SCHAEFER, the Embryology and Development by Dr. 
ALLEN THOMSON, and the Anatomy by Professor THANE 
assisted by Mr. GODLEE, rendering it upon the whole the 
most complete work of the kind in any language. A third 
edition of Professor MAPOTHER’s work on Physiology, 
revised by Dr. KNoTT, has appeared, and Dr. DALTON has 
issued the seventh edition of his excellent Physiology, 
which has the rare merit in physiological works of being 
somewhat less voluminous than its predecessors without 
losing in clearness and precision. A second edition has also 
appeared of HARRIS and Power's Manual for the Physio- 
logical Laboratory. Many important papers have appeared 
in the successive numbers of the Quarterly Journal of 
Microscopical Science, amongst which may be mentioned 
PRINGSHEIM’S and LANKESTER’S Researches on Chloro- 
phyll, KLEIN’s article on the Lymphatic System, WALPOLE 
and HUXLEY on Saprolegnia in relation to the Salmon 
Disease, and HERBERT CARPENTER’S notes on Echinoderm 


Morphology. In the Journal of Anatomy and Physiology 
the segmental value of the cranial nerves has been discussed 
by Dr. MILNES MARSHALL. The cerebral sinuses sad 

variations have been described by Mr. J. F. Kx ~~ 


volume issued during the present year contains many valu- 
able articles on comparative anatomy. The Journal of 
Physiology contains papers by NEWELL, MARTIN, and 
SEDGWICK on the mean pressure and the characters of the 
pulse wave in the coronary arteries of the heart settling the 
question in favour of those who believe that the coronary 
arteries are injected during each systole of the heart and not 
during the diastole, and also an excellent paper by C. 8. 
Roy, showing that the spleen performs rbythmical contrac- 
tions independently of cardiac and respiratory movements. 
In the “‘ Lecons sur les Modifications da Sang,” in which 
the changes presented by the blood under the influence of 
various remedies and therapeutic agents has been carefully 
investigated, GzorGES HAYEM has made a substantial addi 
tion to our knowledge of this fluid. By giving a table of the 
number of blood-corpusceles in a cubic millimetre, correspond- 
ing to every number from 40 to 270 of blood corpuscles counted 
in a square of a hematocytometer, he has materially facili- 
tated all calculations of the absolute number of the blood- 
corpuscles. MALASSEZ has specially discussed the develop- 
ment of the red corpuscles in the medulla of the bones, and 
MAYET the spontaneous changes undergone by the coloured 
corpuscles preserved in plasma without accoss of air; whilst 
ALEXANDRE SCHMIDT has contributed to BRowN-S£QuARD’s 
Archives a résumé of the researches made under his direction 
at Dorpat upon the physiological and pathological action of 
the leucocytes of the blood, in which he still continues to 
maintain that the white corpuscles contain a ferment that 
plays an important part in the act of coagulation, and having 
separated this ferment he shows its effects when injected into 





the economy. CADET, Bizz0zERO, HART, and others have 
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occupied themselves with the bodies named ha matoblasts 
aud with Dr. Norris’ third or transparent corpuscles 
of the blood, with the result of showing that they are pro- 
bably ordinary corpuscles partially deprived of their colour- 
ing matter or hemoglobin. Bizz0zeRO has suggested an 
instrument to which he has applied the name of hematv- 
cytometer in which the intensity of colour and the degree of 
opacity are measured by the different thicknesses that must 
be given to a solution, or to a blood mixture, to reproduce a 
certain optical effect; the imitation of a test solution for 
colour and the disappearance of a luminous point situated 
at a certain distance for the opacity. 

Careful observations made by VIGNOL in RANVIER'S 
Laboratory seem to have demonstrated that in the lower 
vertebrata the heart possesses a local motor and a local in- 
hibitory centre. 

DucLaAux has written a work on ferments and their 
relation to disease. In this he treats of the nutrition aud 
development of microscopic organisms, and gives some re- 
markable facts bearing on their growth. Thus, in the case 
of the aspergillus a sixteen hundred thousandth of nitrate of 
silver is sufficient to arrest its growth, whilst it will not 
grow in a vase of silver, though the quantity of metal dis- 
solved is totally inappreciable to chemical tests. 

The obscure subject of the dilatation of the bloodvessels 
under the influence of the nervous system has been treated 
of at great length and with much ability by MM. DAstre 
and Mort, who have satisfied themselves that it is in 
most, if not in all, instances of a reflex character, the centre 
being in the spinal cord and medulla oblongata, the sensory 
being the afferent and the sympathetic nerves containing 
the efferent fibres, which directly induce the dilatation, and 
which emerge from the cord by the anterior roots of the 
spioal nerves, and then associate themselves with the sym- 
pathetic. 

Dusar and Remy have studied the phenomena of 
absorption by the peritoneum, and have shown that 
albumen in solution is absorbed by the peritoneum without 
producing apparent change in that membrane, that the 
albumen so absorbed does not accumulate in the serum of 
the blood, and that it is well borne and inoffensive. They 
have further endeavoured, by means of the injection of 
colouring agents, to follow the course of the absorbed 
material. The histology of the mammalian gastric glands 
and the relation of pepsin to the granules of the chief cells 
has been worked out by LANGLEY with much success, 

HonIGsBERG has compared the digestibility of meat in 
various conditions in artificial gastric juice, and finds that 
with an artificial gastric juice composed of five grammes of 
Wirte’s pepsin, dissolved in 1000 cubic centimetres of 
water acidulated with one part of hydrochloric acid, raw 
meat yields 39°7 per cent. of peptone, boiled meat 266 
per cent., and roast meat 48:0 per cent. The action in the 
stomach itself is undoubtedly far more complete, but the 
experiment is in favour of the digestibility of well-roasted 
meat. ScHULZE and BARBIERI have demonstrated the 
presence of peptones in the juices of various plants, as in the 
potato and beet. 

VELLA has made intestinal fistule, and then injected 
pilocarpine subcutaneously, which he finds possesses a re- 
markable power of inducing secretion of the intestinal juice. 








Experiments made with the juice so obtained emulsified 
fats, converted cane sugar into grape sugar, and digested 
proteids, It acts, however, differently from gastric juice on 
muscle, Gastric juice dissolves the perimysium first, and 
then the primitive fibre ; whilst intestinal juice attacks the 
fibre first, and leaves the perimysium intact, 

GOLTZ has continued his researches upon the brain, and 
shows that injuries of a severe character to the vertex 
(convolutious) of the brain in dogs produce not only 
diminished intelligence, but a remarkable change in their 
psychical character, harmless and good-tempered dogs be- 
coming snarling and morose; whilst, if the occipital lobes 
are damaged, the animals preserve their good-tempered cha- 
racter, but their intelligence becomes much more seriously 
impaired, 

MERSCHEWSKI has experimented on the functions of the 
olivary bodies of the medulla oblongata, and has shown that 
after deep injuries to them rolling movements towards the 
injured side occur with nystagmus of the corresponding eye. 
He believes that they stand in close relations with the func- 
tions of the cerebellum. The structure of muscular tissue 
has been investigated by HippoLYTe Martin, who regards 
the muscular fibril as composed like an ameba or rhizopod, 
or leucocyte of granular protoplasm, but affecting the form 
of cylindrical rods, in which the proteic granules are of 
several species, and arranged in a determinate order. The 
dark discs are composed of two closely apposed granules at 
the extremities of the rod, and the space between them is 
occupied by three other granules, the centre one of which is 
larger than the other two; in moderate contraction these 
three granules appear fused together, whilst in great exten- 
sion they appear as separate granules, 

The duration of the latent period of the ‘‘ tendon reflex " 
in the healthy adult has been carefully measured by 
EULENBERG in healthy adults, and found to vary but 
little from 2-62 of a second. He regards it as something 
more than a mere reflex phenomenon, and endeavours to 
prove that it is of a complex nature. DE WATTEVILLE 
appears, on the other hand, disposed to regard it as a direct 
contraction. 

A very complete treatise has been published on the 
physiology of the muscles and nerves by M. RicHEt, which 
gives in a remarkably clear and orderly manner the chief 
facts that are at present koown in regard to the relation of 
their important lesions, which M. Ricuet has himself done 
so much to elucidate. 


We must not omit to mention that Professor BuRDON- 
SANDERSON has been offered, and has accepted, the impor 
tant post of Professor of Physiology at Oxford, and whilst 
we trust he may long continue to occupy this distinguished 
office, we hope also that he will exert himself to lay the 
foundation of a good medical school, and at the same time 
gather around him a band of youthfal and energetic 
workers, who may enable Oxford to vie with the great 
universities of the Continent. 

Pathology. 

In the department of pathology the year that is closing 
has been, on the whole, infertile. Isolated facts have Leen 
reported in their usual abundance, and even superfluity, but 
of new discoveries there have been few, and these, with one 
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signal exception, of small importance. The year has been 
especially barren so far as English pathology is con- 
cerned. From the laboratories of neither England nor 
Scotland has any important work proceeded, and even from 
the Brown Institution, from which we have had such 
good work in the past, comes the sound of physiology 
rather than of pathology. The lectures on Inflamma- 
tion by Dr. BuRDON SANDERSON, and on Pulmonary 
Cavities by Dr. Ewart, deserve, however, especial mention, 
although, in the former, we are not carried far beyond our 
previous standpoint. Abroad, bacteria still absorb the 
energies of the pathologists of Germany and France, and the 
importance of the study has been sufficiently attested by the 
brilliant investigations which have added a new “household 
word ” to the literature of pathology. Few recent discoveries 
have created a wider and more profound sensation than that 
of the tubercle bacillus, for which Kocu certainly deserves the 
high credit he has received, although the discovery had been 
worked towards by many investigators, and was made inde- 
pendently by BAUMGARTEN. The organisms of tubercle 
have given pathologists in all countries abundant work, and 
we may expect soon to have some definite facts bearing on 
its practical value, in addition to the technical facts regarding 
methods of observation which have been abundant!y sup- 
plied. In other departments of bacterial pathology some 
new facts have been supplied, fewer in number, however, 
than in preceding years. Among them may be mentioned 
specially the researches of BircH-HirscHFELD on the 
organisms associated with syphilis, and of KEATING on 
those of measles, although the latter are scarcely more than 
a corroboration of the half-forgotten observaticas of VACHER 
and Brarpwoop. Of especial significance also is the fact 
announced by FEHLEISON, that the organisms of erysipelas 
are capable of giving rise to the disease after their separate 





of those associated with septicemia. The general patho- 
logy of the blood has attracted little attention, nor can we 
expect new facts until there is more agreement regarding its 
constituents. We must not, however, omit to mention 
the researches of HAYEM on the processes by which ha- 
morrbage is arrested, and on the peculiar ‘‘ hematic crises” 
which occur during the course of many acute diseases. 
Apart from the question of its relation to bacteria, the 
pathology of tubercle has been the subject of many 
researches, and among those which deserve mention are 
that of CHIARI on the hyaline metamorphosis which tubercle 
undergoes ; the Jaborious investigations of ARNOLD on the 
minute structure of tubercle in various organs ; the studies 
of its formation in the thoracic duct by STILLING, and in 
the veins by WEIGERT, and in the synovial sheaths of 
tendons by TERRIER and VerRcHERE. The facts described 
by TAPPEINER regarding the production of phthisis in dogs 
by the inhalation of tuberculous sputum have been con- 
firmed by WEICHSELBAUM, although no new evidence of 
the contagiousness of phthisis in the human subject has 
been adduced. The observation of FRIEDLANDER may be 
regarded as demonstrating the frequent occurrence of 
organisms in connexion with croupous pneumonia, although 
it still leaves undetermined their precise relation to the 
disease. The etiology of gastric ulcer has been studied 
experimentally by AUFRECHT; the cause of the jaundice 
of newly born children has been investigated in a most 
able and thorough manner by Bircu-HimscuHrecp. No 
observations on the gastro-intestinal tract are more 
important than those of NOTHNAGEL on intestinal catarrh 
and atropby, which, although undertaken from a clinical 
standpoint, are of great pathological interest. The occur- 
rence of compensatory hypertrophy of the kidneys has been 
demonstrated by Rinpert ; and the researches of AUFRECHT 


cultivation. The remarkable observations of LAVERAN on | have thrown considerable light on the pathogenesis of renal 


the organisms which apparently constitute the active | 


cirrhosis. Lastly, in what may be termed toxicological 


agent in the production of malarial disease, have been pathology, the most important investigations have been those 


this year confirmed by RICHARD, and may perhaps 
excite more attention than they have hitherto received. 
Regarding other specific diseases the chief researches 
to note are those of Poporr on the changes in the 
brain ‘in typhoid fever, and those of ELSENBERG on 
the alterations which are produced in the salivary glands by 
rabies. In the region of general pathology, the subject of 
inflammation has been little studied. Besides the lectares 
of BURDON SANDERSON, already a:luded to, the most im- 
portant researches are those of SPINA, on the morphological 
changes presented by protoplasmic elements in the tissues, 
which have not the form of cells. ZuNTz has investigated 
the cause of the increased oxidation which occurs in pyrexia, 
and believes that the facts he has ascertained regarding the 
action of curara must, to some extent, alter cur views of the 
process. The subject of septicemia has been somewhat 
neglected during the past year, and the work which has 
been done only serves to show how much more is needed. 
The experiments of ROSENBERGER, for instance, suggest 
that the relaticn of bacteria to this condition may be 
secondary and not primary, and are of special interest in 
connexion with the facts which Rosspacn has published, 
which apparently prove that, under certain circumstances, 
the organisms always present in the body may be the source 








of CorNIL and BRANLT on the effects of arsenic and phor« 
phorus, which have shown the identity of the changes 
produced by the two agents. 


The rape utics. 


in the department of therapeutics there are many indi- 
cations of vitality and of distinct reaction from that 
scepticism as to the use of medicine which followed, as 


| effect follows cause, the rise and fall of homeopathy. 


The demonstration afforded by this exploded system, in its 
simplicity, of the strong recuperative powers of the system, 
naturally led phy sicians to question whether medicine could 
not be dispensed with altogether. But the answer to this 
question is no longer doubtful, and makes it ciear that that 
practitioner will be a: a great disadvantage who does not 
study the latest evidence on the physiological and thera- 
peutical action of medicines. The growing care in investi- 
gatiog the action of drugs, and, we may add, the growing 
perfection of chemistry and of pharmacy, have shown that 
the most specific effects may be produced by drugs which a 
few years ago were not known to exist—witness the case of 
pilocarpine, of hamamelis virginica or its active principle 
hazeline, resorcin, &c, The old physicians used to speak of 
the effects and uses of opium, but recent chemistry and 
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therapeutics have resolved opium into nearly a dozen 
substances with entirely distinct physiological effects, and 
capable of the most various use in the hands of the 
physician. This year has witnessed the introduction of a 
substanvs not originally in opium, but resulting from the 
action of hydrochloric acid on morphia—apomorphia. Few 
of the books on materia medica published this year 
contain any notice of it. Its use—for the discovery of 
which the profession is indebted to Dr. GreE—is that 
of an emetic to be introduced hypodermically. But it 
is in the smallest quantity powerfully effective — witness 
the remarkable case of brandy poisoning reported by 
Dr. AMAND Routh in Tue Lancer of last week. 
The hypodermic use of quinine in ague has been shown 
in ovr columns by Professor CHARTERIS of Glasgow, 
and Dr. GrorGE RANKINE of the 6th Bengal Cavalry. 
The stimulating effect of fifteen minims of rectified ether 
administered hypodermically, and repeated, seemed to 
determine a favourable issue in a case of aconite poisoning 
detailed by Mr. Ceci A. Cooke. The hypodermic ad- 
ministration of the active principles of purgatives does not 
promise to supersede the ordinary use of laxatives. The 
antidotal action of the alkaline sulphates in poisoning 
by carbolic acid was illustrated by a case in the Royal 
Southern Hospital, reported by Mr. T. D. RANSFoxD. 
Though some antiseptics are themselves shown to be capable 
of serious poisonous effects, the antiseptic and germicide 
theory still dominates therapeutics, not only in surgery but 
in medicine. Our pages are full of letters and other com- 
munications from practitioners alleging the efficacy of some 
antiseptic or other in zymotic cases. The local use of 
boracic acid dissolved in glycerine and water in diphtheria, 
by Mr. T. D. Harriss, of Aberystwith, is a case in point. 
(See THe LANCET, Feb. 25th, 1882.) His conclusions are 
confirmed by cases reported by Dr. GoopHART to the 
Clinical Society, though he does not seem to have been 
aware of Mr. HARRIES’s clear experience. Another case in 
point is the use of enemata of carbolic acid in typhoid by 
M. RAMONET ; and yet others, are the successful adminis- 
tration of salicylate of soda in scarlet fever by Mr. JAMES 


CouLprey, of Scunthorpe, near Brigg, where the disease | 
has prevailed in a severe form, and the use of salicylic acid | 


in typhoid by M. VuLPIAN, reported to the Académie 
Médicale, The use of salicin and salicylates in acute rheu- 
matism was the subject of a most elaborate series of papers, 
elsewhere alluded to, before the Medical Society. We can 
only here say that these remedies emerged from the dis- 
cussion with enhanced reputation. It is noticeable, however, 
that Dr, Hersert Davies still prefers the blister treatment. 


The report of the committee of the Clinical Society on 
Rheumatic Hyperpyrexia, though chiefly ctinical in its bear. 


ings, affirms the value of the prompt and early use of cold. 


The therapeutics of intestinal obstruction, not due to 
coarse mechanical conditions, are advanced by experience 


of the action of hyoscyamine in a case reported by Mr 


KENNETH MILLICAN, and by a growing use of belladonna, 


in cases where opium has failed or is contra-indicated. 


For the production of anesthesia there is an increasing pre- 
ference for ether as an alternative to chloroform, The action 
of drugs and the best mode of administering them are thus | matters haye appeared in our columns : 


in medical education and practice, in connexion with that 
other great branch of therapeutics—the proper nourishment 
of the sick—which is receiving at present unprecedented 
attention, 

Surgery. 

THE records of surgery during the past year are not 
marked by any striking novelty or great advance; 
nevertheless good work has been done in many 
directions, Sir Henry THompson has recorded some 
instances of removal of tumours of the bladder through a 
perineal incision ; and he advocates an exploratory incision 
in cases where the diagnosis is doubtful. He has also added 
another list of 101 cases of lithotrity to the already large 
number recorded by him. Calculi have been removed from 
the kidney through a lumbar incision by Mr. Beck and 
Mr. BUTLIN, and other surgeons have recorded cases in 
which the kidney was examined with a needle through a 
lumbar incision without discovering a calculus; and it has 
been shown that this operation is practically free from risk. 
A considerable number of nephrectomies have been put on 
record by surgeons at home and abroad ; and more than one 
lively discussion at the Societies has shown how great an 
interest is felt in the question as to when and how such 
a formidable operation should be undertaken. A somewhat 
allied subject—i.e., splenectomy in cases of leucocythemia-- 
has been discussed by Mr. HERBERT COLLIER and Mr, 
WARRINGTON HAWARD; the argument of facts seems at 
present to be conclusive in condemning this proceeding, 
Numerous facts in abdominal surgery, which the greater 
differentiation of our art seems to be gradually (and we think 
regrettably) separating from the field of surgery proper, 
have beea from time to time recordea in our columns; we 
will therefore leave the discussion of ojphorectomy, chylo- 





eystotomy, and other performances, the very names of 
which are dreadful, for mention in another paragraph. 


Mr. WHITEHEAD’s method of excision of the tongue has 
been practised and commented upon by several surgeons ; 
there has been some diversity in the expression of 
| opinion, but on the whole we gather it to be favour- 
| able. A novelty in the treatment of empyema has 
| been suggested by Mr. R. W. PARKER, who proposes 
| to introduce purified air by a second punctare during 
thoracentesis to replace the fluid which is withdrawn; 
but little opportunity has at present offered of putting 
his suggestion te the test of experience. Mr. 1HOMSON of 
Dublin tied the innominate artery, and it appeared for a 
time as if the case were likely to prove successful ; but this 
hope was not realised. Mr. Houms recorded a list of cases 


in which the theca vertebralis was injured. Mr. GouLD and 
Mr. CLUTTON have again raised the question of the treat- 
ment of spina bifida by reporting successful cases in which 
MorTon’s method had been employed, and the subject has 
been referred for investigation to a committee of the Clinical 
Society. A very remarkable lecture was given by Sir JAMES 
PAGET at the Royal College of Surgeons, on ‘‘ Some Rare 
and New Diseases ;” it was the first of an annual series of 
lectures founded by the widow of the late Mr. BRADSHAWE 
of Reading, and was equally interesting from its novelty 
and suggestiveness, Three elaborate discourses on surgical 
Mr. MARSHALL'S 





becoming more and more questions of the first importance * jectures at the Brompton Hospital on ‘ Diseases of the Chest 
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Walls requiring Surgical Treatment ;’ Mr. RIvINGTON’s 
articles on ‘‘ Rupture of the Urinary Bladder ;” and Mr. RoYES 
BELL’s Lettsomian Lectures on ‘‘ Diseases of the Testicles 
and their Covering.” A warm discussion has been carried op 
with respect to the merits of the different anaesthetics com- 
monly employed. At present the balance of opinion 
seems to be in favour of ether, but there are not 
wanting surgeons of high authority who maintain that 
we have not yet heard the last of this question. Several new 
materials have been introduced during the year as dressings, 
all of which remind us that, after all, the main question which 
is fermenting in the surgical mind is that of antiseptics ; 
with some the question is as to the advisability of employing 
the antiseptic system at all, but with most it has resolved 
itself into the best means of putting it in practice. Amongst 
the materials referred to may be mentioned the boroglyceride 
of Professor BARFF, and the salicylic silk of Mr. McGrLu of 
Leeds ; while the dangers and advantages of iodoform have 
also been brought prominently forward. Two Scotch surgical 
chairs have been vacated owing to the death of Professor 
SPENCE and the retirement of Professor PrrrieE ; the latter, 
however, survived his retirement not more than a few weeks. 
A hot contest took place for both of these appointments, 


with the result that Mr. CHINE obtained the Edinburgh | 


and Mr. Ocston the Aberdeen professorship, 


Obstetrics and Gyneecology. 

In the department of Obstetrics and Gynecology the year 
has not been unproductive. Extra-uterine pregnancy, and 
its treatment by abdominal section, has been discussed by 
Mr, KNowsLEY THORNTON and Dr. GOODELL; while its 
treatment by electrolysis has been shown by LANDIs to be in 
some cases attended with satisfactory results. The occur- 
rence of cardiac murmurs in the puerperal state has been 
studied by Dr. Monry, who read an able paper on tie sub- 
ject before the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society. 
MATTHEWS DUNCAN has collected a number of cases of 
puerperal diabetes, and written the history of that perhaps 
‘*new and rare disease,” in so far as it is at present possible. 
A new work on Midwifery by Lusk, and new editions of 
PLAYFAIR and SPEIGELBERG'’S well-known works have 
appeared during the year. Lacerations of the cervix and 
Emmett’s operation have been discussed, but we remain 
much in the dark with regard to the place occupied 
by these lesions in the production of suffering. The opera- 
tion is regarded by some as one of the greatest and most 
beneficent additions to modern surgery, while others regard 
it as unnecessary meddling. BATrry’s operation has 
attracted a good deal of attention; some operators appear 
to meet with a large number of cases which call for its 
performance, while others see such cases extremely 
rarely. The operation is one whose influence on the 
female economy are evidently but imperfectly known, and 
the facts bearing upon this point published during the 
year have thrown but little light upon it. GArricuEs 
ha written an elaborate paper on the Diagnosis 
eo Ovarian Cysts by means of the examination of their 
contents. Displacements of the uterus have not been 
neglected. VEDELER has published statistics on a large 
scale showing the position of the uterus in healthy women, 
and these appear to have proved most damaging to the 








views of the mechanical school of uterine pathology. 
HERMAN also issued a paper on Backward Displace- 
ments of the Uterus, in which he attempted to show on 
anatomical and clinical grounds that retroflexion and 
version, as such, were of no consequence. MACAN in 
Dublin has reproduced SCHULTZE’s views with regard to 
Anteflexion. All this appears to point to the conclusion 
that the mechanical view of diseases of the uterus will in 
the future be tested with far more severity then hitherto, 
and that if it is to maintain its hold on the profession, more, 
and more scientific, evidence in its favour will be demanded, 
There are not wanting signs, both here and ‘n America, 
that this view has been developed to its uimost limits, and 
that the pendulum is about to swing in an opposite 
direction. Dr. ForpyceE BARKER read an excellent paper 
on Leucorrheea, its constitutional causes and therapeutics, 
before the American Gnzcological Society, which is of the 
highest value, and which is sure to have a healthy influence 
on specialism in gynecology. New editions of the work 
of SPENCER WELLS on Ovarian and Uterine Tumours, and 





| LAREN, have appeared. 
| 


of GRAILY HeEwitTt's Diseases of Women, and an English 
translation of Courty’s Diseases of Women by Miss Mac- 


Ophthalmology. 
The completion of the great work of GRAEFE and 
SAEMISCH on the Anatomy, Physiology, and Pathology of 
| the Eye, which is an encycloprdia in itself, seems to have 
| practically prevented the appearance of any large work 
| during the past year or two either in this country or abroad. 
| The only exceptions we have to record are the systematic 
| treatise on Diseases an‘ Injuries of the Eye, by Dr. WoLFs, 
| of Glasgow, which is a good text-book, and is illustrated by 
| many coloured lithographs, and the less complete but still 
| carefully drawn up “ Abhandlungen aus dem Gebiete der 


| practischen Auzenheilkunde” of STELLWAG Vv, CARION, 
assisted by Wepr, and HAMPEL. A new journal the 
Zeitschrift fur vergleichende Augenheilkunde has been com- 


meuced, It is well supported, contains some excellent 
papers, and will fill a place that has too leng been vacant. 
MASSELON has published a small but convenient work of 


reference on the refraction, selection of glasses, perception 
of colours, visual field, and movements of the eye, under 


the title of 


gives the results of his clinical observations in a work 


‘*Examen Fonctionnel de 1'(Eil. Frere 


on crossed amblyopia and hemianopsia, under the title 
of ‘*Troubles Fonctionnels de Vision.” A very complete 
treatise on Sarcoma of the Uveal Tract has been written by 
Dr. Ernst Fucus. A translation of M. DAGUENET’s 
“Manuel d’Ophthalmoscopie,” by C. 8. JEArFRESON has 
appeared, »nd in addition to these several well worked 
up hospital reports have been pubdlished, notably that of 
Dr. ALBERT MOoREN of Diisseldorf, who, under the title of 
*Fiinf Lustren Ophthalmologisclien . Wirksamkeit,” has 
almost compiled a treatise on diseages of the eve, illustrated 
by the practice of his hospital. Mr. Nerriesnir of 
London, and Dr. WiLLIAMs of Harvard University, have 
published new editions of their useful works, bringing them 
well up to modern knowledge, Dr. WILLIAMS’ work being 
so much enlarged as to be practically a new treatise. A new 
journal, the Revue Générale d’Ophthalmologie, under the 





direction of Professor Dor of Lyons, and Dr. Meyer of 
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Paris, has been commenced, and is well supported.. The 
Ophthalmological Society has held its meetings with regu, 
larity under the able guidance of Mr. BowMAN. The 
genial manners, the large views, and vast experience of 
Mr. CRITCHETT, who would probably at no distant date 
have succeeded Mr. BOWMAN in the presidential chair, and 
w') 2se death the members of the Society deplore, will be long 
held in remembrance. The histology of the optic nerve has 
peen studied by Dr. BERGEN, who has been unable to dis- 
cover the direct communication observed and described by 
LEBER, between the capillaries of the optic nerve and of 
the choroid. Ropinski has investigated the structure of 
the lens ; AEBY, the histology of the canal of Petit, and the 
Zonule of Zinn; PREIss, the lymphatics of the cornea; 
Wo rr, the nerves of the cornea ; HEISRATH, the drainage 
system of the anterior chamber of the eye. CHARPENTIER 
has contributed some papers on the differential sensibility of 
the eye, and he, JAEGER, MAGNUs and others have written on 
the sense of colour. The use of the spray in operations on 
the eye seems to be spreading both in France and Germany. 
It will probably prove useful in cases of enucleation and 
abscission, but it is not well adapted for cataract operations 
nor for iridectomy. Many papers have been published on 
purulent ophtha!mia, notably those of HAUSsSMANN, ABADIE, 
BAILLY, and DE WECKER, and evidence appears to be 
accumulating that cases of blennorrheic and gonorrheic 
ophthalmia, and of suppurative keratitis, are in many 
instances atiributable to, or, at least, are associated »ith 
the presence of, certain micrococci and spores of fungi, 
such as the aspergillus, a subject that has been well 
worked out by Leper of Berlin. The employment of 
homatropin as an agent capable of effecting dilatation of 
the iris, without the persistent effect of atropin, has come 
into general use, and pilocarpine has been shown to be 
not only a valuable and effective remedy in various diseases 
of the eye, but that it is an excellent antidote to the effects 
of atropine. KNAppP has collected a series of interesting 
cases in which foreign bodies have been tolerated in the 
fundus oculi, showing that it may not always be requisite 
in such accidents to proceed at once to enucleation, especially 
if the foreign body be small. Frpor KRAUSE has given a 
good account of the pathological changes occurring in sym- 
pathetic ophthalmia, showing that the changes proceed 
chiefly along the ciliary nerves. Dr. Ayres has written a 
paper on the same subject, recording cases which seem to 
show that the changes are progressive along both the optic 
and the ciliary nerves. But the number of memoirs and 
original communications on the pathology and treatment of 
diseases of the eye is iaimense, and furnishes sufficient 
evidence of the attractiveness of the diseases of the eye as 
an object of study. 


The Royal College of Physicians. 

AT the Royal College of Physicians several important 
questions both of policy and ethics have been discussed. 
One recent and significant act of the College has been to 
appoint a sub-committee to confer with delegates of the 
College of Surgeons with a view to the formation of a Con- 
joint Board consisting only of these two bodies, leaving out 
the Apothecaries’ Society. In this course the College is only 
accepting a proposal originally made by the College of 








Surgeons in May, 1881. The prospect of legislation makes 
the movement less opportune and important. One note- 
worthy step the College has taken throughout the year is the 
agreeing to the moderately worded resolution of Dr. WILKS 
with regard to homeopathy. The report on this discussion, 
however, which appeared in our columns, led to an amusing 
self-assertion of dignity on the part of the College Censors. 
V'hether from the observance of excessive pradence, or from 
a jealous regard for its fancied importance, it was declared 
that henceforward the proceedings of the College were to be 
considered as private communications. Considering that 
for some years past the proceedings have been duly reported, 
unless an intimation to the contrary had been preferred by the 
President, the action taken by the Censors must be considered 
a retrograde one. Another important question, on which the 
College has given an uncertain sound, has been that of pro- 
fessional advertising. It need only be said thet while the 
London College was content with reprobating the practice of 
extensively advertising, the Irish College censured the 
advertisiog of medical publications in the lay press abso- 
lutely. There can be little doubt that if Fellows of the 
Royal College of Physicians advertise their books in the lay 
press they do {a great injustice to the bulk of general 
practitioners whose patients they entice to their own con- 
sulting rooms. The Irish Feliows in this question have 
shown a higher sense of justice and less greed than the 
representatives of the London College. Another fact 
may be noted—namely, that the College this year has 
been obliged to appoint examiners in Anatomy, Physiology, 
and Chemistry outside the circle of its Fellows. The 
Gulstonian Lectures of the year were delivered by Dr. 
W. Ewanrt, ‘On Palmonary Cavities ; their Origin, Growth, 
and Repair.” The Lumleian Lectures, by Dr. J. BuRpoN 
SANDERSON, treated of Inflammation; whilst Sir Josern 
FAYRER, in the Croonian Lectures, took the Climate and 
Fevers of India for his subject. The Bradshawe Lecture 
was delivered by Dr. E. Lona Fox: ‘‘On the Influence of 
the Sympathetic System in Disease.” 


The Royal College of Surgeons. 

The year has been an eventful one for the Royal Cullege 
of Sargeons. Beginning with the extended examination in 
Medicine and the new examination in Midwifery for the 
final membership, and ending with the appointment of dele- 
gates to meet a sub-committee of the Royal College of 
Physicians, to consider the possibility of establishing a com- 
plete conjoint medical and surgical examination, the year 
has been fall of incidents affecting not only the welfare of the 
College, but also the interests of medical education, At the 
meeting held on January 12th the priaciple of a preliminary 
scientific examination was approved, on the condition that 
such examination should be passed before the beginning of 
the professional curriculum. In March a standing rule was 
adupted that a candidate referred on the primary membership 
for three mouths, should before re-examination produce a cer- 
tificate from his teachers of having pursued his anatomical and 
physiological studies during that period to the satisfaction of 
his teachers, whereas candidates referred for six months should, 
in addition, produce evidence of having dissected for three 
months, In April the Council adopted the principle that 
after October, 1882, an interval of two years should elapse 
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between the passing of the primary examination for the 
diploma of member and admission to the final examination, 
except in certain special cases. In May the report of the 
Joint Committee on the proposed institution of an examina- 
tion in elementary anatomy and physiology was presented to 
the Cagncil, The committee recommended that the proposed 
examination should be held at the various medical schools, 
and conducted by the teachers, instead of at the Cullege. 
At the meeting held in Jane it was resolved to call the 
attention of the authorities of the several recognised schools 
to the proposed regulation, and to invite the teachers of 
anatomy and physiology to confer with the Joint Committee 
of the College as to the mode of carrying out the proposed 
examination. This conference was held on June 26th, and 
the principle of holding an elementary examination in 
Anatomy and Physiology at the schools was, after a long 
and full discussion, almost unanimously adopted, with 
the condition that six months should elapse between the 
Elementary and the Primary Examinations, Oa Jaly 6th 
Mr. MARSHALL and Mr. Power were re-elected members 
of the Council, and Mr. Crorr was elected a member of 
the Council, and in the following week Mr. Srencer 
WELLS succeeded Sir Erasmus WILSON as President of 
the College, Mr. MARSHALL and Mr. Cooper ForsrTer 
being elected senior and junior Vice-presidents respectively. 
The vacancy in the Court of Examiners, caused by Mr. 
BIRKETT’s retirement, was filled up in October by the 
election of Mr, Bryant. Ia July Mr. T. M. STONE re- 
signed the post of Clerk, after a useful, valued, and 
honourable service of fifty years at the College. On the 
14th inst. seven delegates were appointed, as hinted above, 
to meet and confer with a sub-committee of the Royal 


College of Physicians on the possibility of a combination of | 


the two Colleges for the establishment of a complete conjoint 
medical and surgical examination. On the 13th Sir James 
PAGET delivered the first Bradshawe Lecture at the College 
‘*On some New and Rare Diseases.” This lecture was 
published im extenso in our columns on the 16th inst. It 
may be mentioned that during the year an attempt has been 
made to form an Association of Fellows, but as some of the 
promoters have not hesitated to avow a wilful spirit of 
antagonism to the College, the attempt has hitherto re- 
ceived no countenance from the principal Fellows. 


Army and Navy Medical Departments. 

During the past year no change has taken place io the 
organisation of the Army Medical Department. At the 
half-yearly examination for admission into the service a 
sufficient number of candidates presented themselves to 
make it really competitive, and to show that the conditions 
of service at present ia force are acceptable to the profession. 
In the begianing of May Sir WM. Muir retired from the 
post of Director-General, and was succeeded by Dr. T. 
CRAWFORD, who was up to that time Principal Medical 
Officer of the troops in India. His appointment was regarded 
with much satisfaction by the Department. On the outbreak 
of the war in Egypt Dr. CRAWFORD was called upon to 
organise the medical service for the force to be employed 
there, which he did ia a manner that met with the full 
approbation of the military authorities. When, from un- 
forseen changes in the military operations, difficulties were 


| experienced in bringing up to the front those supplies of 
medicines and medical comforts which had been provided on 
a liberal scale, an attempt was of course made to show that 
this was owing to the defective organisation of the Depart- 


ment and the want of foresight on the part of the heads 
of the medical service. These charges were supported 
by statements of a very unscrupulous character, and 
were, we fear, in many instances put forward for the 
purpose of throwing discredit on the present system of 
departmental organisation. Many of these statements have 
already been disproved by the evidence of eye-witnesses, 
and we have no doubt that the inquiry now being conducted 





by the Commiti 2 appointed by the Secretary ef State for 
War will completely remove the odium which has been 
attempted so unfairly to be cast upoa the medical service. 
| The military authorities, both at home and in Egypt, have 
| borne testimony to the praiseworthy manner in which the 
| medical officers discharged their duties, and the sympathy of 
their professional brethren in civil life was well manifested 
| by the banquet givea to celebrate their retura to England 
| on the termination of the war. 

An important alteration was introduced into the Indian 
Medical Service during the year by the adoption of 
the station hospital system instead of the regimental. 
This was carried out under the supervision of Surgeon- 
General CraAwrorD before he left India to take up the 
appointment of Director-General. The Indian Service 


| furnished the necessary meslical staff for the contingent em- 
| ployed in Egypt, and the arrangements were carried out in 


| a most satisfactory manner. 


There has been no change in the organisation of the Naval 


Medical Service during the year. The Order of Knight 
Commander of the Bath has been conferred on Mr. J. WATT 


Rep, the Director-General of the Department. 

It is satisfactory to find that for all the three branches 
of the public service an adequate supply of candidates has 
been forthcoming at the competitive examinations ; and it is 
also matter for congratulation that in the distribution of 
honours for service in Egypt the medica! o'licers have not 
been left out, as has happened too often in previous wars, 
but have received a fair share of the promotions and decora- 


tions. 
Mirroi of Hospital Pra 
Thanks to the generous co-operation of the physicians, 
surgeons, and their assistants attached to th: various 


hospitals and dispensaries through the kingdom, we have 
been able to publish in our “ Mirror of Hospital Practice” 
a large number of s-lected cases, presex ting aspects of clinical, 
pathological, and therapeu'ical interest, The cases have 
not only been instructive in themselves, but have afforded 
a tolerably accurate indication of the progress of medicine 
and surgery. Out of the records many examples may be 
found of things both ‘‘rare and new.” Where every case 
presents some interest it is difficult to select ins ances for 
special mention. Among the medical cases we may, 
however, cite:—rupture of lung, pneumothorax, paracentesis, 
recovery, under the care of Mr. GOULD at Westminster 
Hospital ; hydronephrosis treated by aseptic incision by Dr. 
TUCKWELL and Mr. H. Symonps, of the Radcliffe Iofirmary, 
Oxford ; spontaneous rupture of the heart, under the care of 
Dr, CouPLAND, of the Middlesex Hospital ; ulcerative endo- 
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carditis simulating typhoid fever, under the care of Dr. 
Sruraes, of the Westminster Hospital; rupture of liver, 
thrombosis of the hepatic veins and embolism of a branch of 
the left pulmonary artery, under the care of Mr, MAKINS at 
the Seamen’s Hospital, Greenwich ; rupture of an aneurism 
of the basilar artery, under the care of Mr. C. J. WRIGHT of 
the Leeds Public Dispensary. Among the surgical cases 
may be mentioned:—transfixion of neck by a walking-stick, 
under the care of Mr. DAviges COLLEY, of Guy’s; adherent 
stone in the bladder, forming after injury to spine, under 
the care of Mr. HENRY Smiru, of King’s College Hospital ; 
successful removal of large uric acid stone, weighing eight 
ounces, by lateral lithotomy, under the care of Dr. UNDER- 
HILL, of Guest Hospital, Dudley ; compound dislocation of 
the sixth from the seventh cervical vertebra without fracture, 
under the care of Dr. WHIrPHAmM, of St. George’s Hospital ; 
dislocation of the fifth cervical vertebra, reduction and 
recovery, under the care of Mr. CEELY, of the Royal Bucks 
Infirmary. Among the curiosities may be mentioned a case 
of eyelashes in the anterior chamber of the eye, the result 
of astab, treated by Mr. WILLIAMSON, of the Newcastle-on- 
Tyne Infirmary, and a fish-hook successfully removed from 
the esophagus by Dr. GoLpsMiTa, of the Bedford General 
Infirmary ; excision of the pyloric end of the stomach for 
carcinoma by Mr. SYDNEY JONES, of St. Thomas's Hospital. 


The Medical Societies, 





At the various medical societies of the metropolis the year 
has {not been very eventful. There have been no great 
debates n_ stirring controversies, but there has been the 
same steady pursuit of science in the records of cases of dis- 
ease, of the results of operations, of pathological research, 
and in the general routine of useful work that renders the 
meetings of these bodies so attractive and fruitful, Com- 


mencing as usual with the Royal Medical and Chirurgical | 


Society, we find this old-established and somewhat conserva- 
tive body becoming alive to the fact that for some reason or 
other its meetings were losing much of their former popu- 
larity. In point of numbers the Society was never richer, 
but yet the Fellows failed to appear at the meetings and 
share in the debates, the contributions even became scanty, 
and rumour ran that the Society’s younger rivals were 
pressing it rather hardly. However this may be, the 
changes that have been introduced—minor as they are in 
importance—during the past few months may have con- 
siderable effec in increasing the attendance and interest in 
the Society’s meetings. Professor J. MARSHALL succeeded 
Dr. BARCLAY in the presidential chair, and his first duty 
en taking office was to move an address of congratulation to 
Her Majesty on her providential escape from the attempt on 
her life. The papers read before the Society have, many of 
them, led to animated debate, and some have enunciated 
new principles that may become established. As in other 
Societies, so here; surgery predominated, Mr. BRYANT re- 
lating his successful case of Colectomy for Cancer, a subject 
expanded more fully in the recent paper contributed by 
Mr. TREVES on Resection of Portions of the Intestine. 
Sir H. THoMPsoN contributed a successful case of Removal 
of a Tumour of the Bladder by Perineal Section, and the 
same surgeon will shortly communicate ancther paper 





on this subject to the Society. Mr. HENRY Morris’s paper 





on Dislocation of the Hip-jcint was another which aroused 
discussion, and so did Mr, PARKER’s proposal to employ 
intra-thoracic injection of air as an aid to the evacuation of 
certain forms of empyema. Other papers, of a more elabo- 
rate nature, were the researches of Dra. RINGER and 
SAINSBURY into the action of Soda and Potash Saljs, that 
of Dr, CHAMPNEYS into the production of Mediastinal 
Emphysema following Tracheotomy, and that of Dr. WARNER 
upon the Postures of the Hand as indications of Cerebral 
Action. Sir JAMES PAGET also contributed a further series 
of cases of the remarkable condition to which he has given 
the name Osteitis Deformans. One of the innovations 
referred to above has consisted in the exhibition of anato- 
mical and other specimens collected from various sources 
in illustration of the subject of the evening; and in 
that way demonstrations of bacterial organisms, of entozoa, 
specimens of cranial and cerebral disease producing epi- 
lepsy, and of forms of intestinal stricture, have successively 
taken place, adding much to the interest and value 
of the meetings.—The Pathological Society has, we believe, 
managed to deal with more subjects than occupied it in any 
previous session; the specimens areso numerous, and the com- 
munications accompanying them are often so concisely and 
tersely made, that not only is much work got through, but 
also, we fear, there is less actual debating than in former 
years. This is to be regretted, for not seldom the most 
interesting facts are brought out by discussion. We are 
pleased to observe that the Society is receiving several 
contributions in comparative pathology, owing mainly to 
the facilities afforded by the Zoological Society to certain 
members of the former body in making post-mortem 
examinations upon animals. We look forward to much 
valuable information being thus furnished to pathology, 
and cannot forget that Dr. Crisp, whose death recently 
took place, was the pioneer in this special department 
in the Society. By the death of Dr. Peacock the 
Pathological Society lost a former President, and one of 
the most constant contributors to its Transactions.—In con- 
nexion with the sister Society—the Clinical—it is fitting also 
to mention that the revered physician whose loss is still 
fresh in the memory, Sir THoMAS WATSON, was the first 
occupant of the Presidential chair fifteen years ago. The 
Society has now a well-established position, and attracts 
many valuable communications. Amongst the subjects 
more particularly discussed within it during the past year 
were Nephro-lithotomy in papers contributed by Messrs. 
Beck, BuTLIn, and HAWARD; Nephrectomy by Dr. Goop- 
HART and Mr, Gouprne-Brrp, Dr. BARLOw and Mr, 
GopLrer, Mr, MARSH and Mr. J. E, ADAMs; whilst other 
subjects in abdominal surgery—e. g., splenectomy by Mr. 
HAWARD, and abdominal section for intassusception 
by Mr. GopLEE, deserve prominent mention as indica- 
tive of the growing boldness of surgeons in this direc- 
tion. The subject of Myxcedema—a condition that 
still continues to excite clinical inquiry — was also tho- 
roughly discussed at this Society early in the year. An 
elaborate Report upon Hyperpyrexia in Acute Rheu- 
matism was presented by a Committee of the Society; 
it dealt exclusively with the clinical aspect of the subject, 
the Committee not attempting to frame any hypothesis 
upon its pathogeny.—The chief subjects debated at the 
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Obstetrical Society have been Dysmenorrhea on two 
occasions—one in a paper on its Treatment by Dr. Gopson, 
and the other on its Nature by Dr. Jonn WiLLiAMs. A 
communication by Dr. PLAYFAIR upon Emmet’s Operation 
also gave rise to considerable discussion.—The Medical 
Society of London has been the medium for several ex- 
cellent papers, mostly of directly practical importance. The 
discussion upon the Salicylate Treatment of Rheumatism 
was prolonged into the present year, and occupied 
several meetings. Mr. H. Morris read a valuable paper 
upon Ichthyosis and Epitheliomaof the Tongue ; Mr. BRYANT 
contributed a case of Gastrostomy for Cancer of the 
(Esophagus ; Mr. GouLp advocated the Complete Re- 
moval of Axillary Glands in Mammary Cancer; Mr. R. 
HARRISON spoke of the early treatment of Prostatic En- 
largement ; Mr. 8S. GAMGEE upon Treatment of Wounds, 
and Mr. K. THORNTON upon Nephrectomy. Indeed surgical 
communications were decidedly the more numerous, but 
amongst the medical subjects may be cited Dr. JACKSON’s 
paper on acase of Cortical Tumour of the Brain, and Dr. 
8S, i ACKENZIE£’s upon the treatment of Chronic Dysentery 
by injections‘of nitrate of silver. The Lettsomian Lectures 
at this Society were given by Mr. Roves BELL upon 
Diseases of the Testicle ; the annual oration was delivered 
by Dr. Symes THompson, and the Fothergillian Prize was 
awarded to Mr. DoLAN for his essay upon Whooping-cough. 
—The Ophthalmological Society entered this year upon its 
third session. It has found it necessary to add to the 
number of its meetings, which are so well attended and so 
amply furnished with good material that the raison d étre 
of the Society is quite proved. Mr. BowMAn continues 
President ; but the Society has had to lament the loss of one 
of its Vice-Presidents, Mr. Crircuett, who took the chair 
at the closing meeting of the session last July, when a 
debate upon sclerotomy, continued over two evenings, took 
place.—Of other Societies, the Hunterian, Harveian, Epi- 
demiological, the Society of Medical Officers of Health, and 
others, it must suflice to say that there has been no lack of 
activity within them. At the Harveian Mr. H. Power was 
appointed lecturer, and he chose for his subject Ophthalmic 
Surgery in relation toGeneral Practice. This year has alsoseen 
the inauguration of the West London Medico-Chirurgical 
Society, to meet a want in a large and populous district of 
the metropolis, and the meetings, we understand, that have 
already taken place have been thoroughly successful, A 
Dermatological Society has also been formed during the 
year ; but its promoters have wisely decided to limit its 
numbers, and to conduct its meetings in a less formal man- 
ner than is usual. From all these and kindred gatherings of 
men engaged in one pursuit—that of honest inquiry after 
truth with a view to combat disease more thoroughly—there 
must be much to be gained, and in proportion as the value 
of these Societies is appreciated will their influence on 
the advance of medical science be extended. In one 
importaut particular we seem to notice a change in the 
character of the communications made to these Societies : 
there is far less of the speculative and theoretical, and 
more of the directly practical—a change which completely 
confutes the appreheasions of those who used to fear that 
with the growth of its science the art of medicine would 
decline. 





The Medical Council, 

The Medical Council met on Jane 27th, and did not rise 
till July 8th. One of its chief acts was to deliberate on the 
conduct of Mr. Murpocs, L.R.C.P. Edin., and L.8.A., in 
employing unqualified assistants and placing them in charge 
of dispensaries at a distance from his own house, to attend 
patients. It was further alleged against Mr. MURDOCH, 
that he had aliowed such assistants to sign his name toa 
false certificate of death. The latter charge was not sus- 
tained, but the Council regarded the facts in the first 
charge so seriously as to find Mr. Murpocn guilty of 
‘* infamous conduct in a professional respect.” As this was 
new action on the part of the Council, and Mr. MurpocH 
had undertaken to discontinue the practices complained of, 
be was not punished by having his ame removed from the 
Register. The Council appointed a committee, urder the 
presidency «f Dr. T. K. CHAMBERS, to consider the abuses con- 
nected with unqualified assistants, The Council discussed and 
in the main approved the draft of a Bill to provide for the Edu- 
cation and Registration of Midwives. Its chief work, however, 
during the long session was the consideration of the Report 
of the Visitors of the Medical Corporations of the United 
Kingdom. The eminence and earnestness of the Visitors— 
Professor GAIRDNER, Mr. TEALE, and Mr. STOKEs,—and 
the scale upon which their work had been done, excited the 
interest of the profession. There has never been such a 
comprehensive visitation of the Bodies as b7 these gentle- 
men. There was a marked effort to be faithful in the 
discharge of their duties, slightly spoiled, perhaps, by the 
desire tossay nothing unpleasant. Certain conclusions and 
recommendations were formulated by Mr. TEALE, which 
became very much attenuated, however, by discussion. The 
Council has an impossible task in trying to supervise and 
regulate so many examinations. The task is not only im- 
practicable—it is very expensive. This particular Visitation 
is said to have cost £1500. 


Medical Associations. 

The British Medical Association celebrated its fiftieth 
anniversary fitly at Worcester, under the presidency of Dr, 
W. STRANGE, whe did great justice to the medical heroes 
of the last half century, notably Dr. CHARLES HASTINGS 
and his coadjutors in the foundation of the Association, and 
to the founder of this Journal as the great iconoclast of 
medical abuses and monopolies. The address in Medicine 
was delivered by Dr. WADE, and that in Surgery by Mr. 
SToKkes of Dublin. Dr. Fiint of New York delivered a 
suggestive address on the seli-limited duration of phthisis. 

A very notable event in the year is the formation of a 
Society to promote the advancement of medicine by en- 
couraging research. This is by no means a purely medical 
Society. Though including Sir WM. JENNER, Sir JAMES 
PAGET, Mr. SPENCER WELLS, and other representatives of 
the profession, it also includes men like Professor TYNDALi, 
Sir Joun Luppock, and many other laymen who see the 
beneficent nature of medicine even when it sacrifices a 
rabbit or a dog to save the lives of men and animals on a 
large scale. 

Medical Politics. 

The great event of the year in the matter of medical 

politics is the appearance of the Report of the Royal Com- 
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mission on the Medical Acts, recommending changes in the 
organisation of the Medical Council and of the licensing 
boards in the direction long desired by the public and the 
profession. ‘This Report shows a natural disposition on the 
part of the Commission to judge the medical authorities 
generously, but it nevertheless shows equally a perception 
of the defects of the existing system. Clauses 5 and 6 of 
Part I. of the Report are as follows :— 


“On the other hand, it has been stated in evidence, and 
especially by witnesses who have been engaged in private 
tuition, that not only do the diplomas and degrees of these 
medical authorities imply very different standards of skill 
and knowledge, but that in scme cases the possession of a 
diploma affords no guarantee that the practitioner holding 
it possesses a competent knowledge of medicine, surgery, and 
midwifery. Several distinct causes appear to us to lead to 
this result, such as the imperfections and low standard of 
some examinations ; the fact that some examinations are in- 
judiciously divided into parts, the first part of the examina- 
tion of one Corporation being accepted by another, as in the 
case of the Apothecaries’ Hall of Ireland and the Edinburgh 
Corporations ; to which may be added the unsatisfactory 
manner in which the examiners themselves are in some 
instances appointed, as appears from the evidence laid before 
us by the representatives of the two Societies of Apothe- 
caries.” 


Other defects in the existing licensing system are brought 
out. Certain bodies are specially mentioned by the Com- 
missioners, whose examinations, by a notable concurrence of 
opinion among the witnesses, are considered unsatisfactory, 
These bodies are the Apothecaries’ Societies, the Edinburgh 
College of Surgeons, and the Glasgow Faculty of Physicians 
and Surgeons, The system of the Edinburgh College of 
Surgeons for creating Fellows, which is practically a system 
of purchase, was brought out in evidence before the Com- 
mission, aud was little improved by even Mr, SPENCE’s 
defence of it. Similarly, in regard to the Medical Council, 
the work it had done was admitted liberally, apd its failures 
were freely implied in the excuses suggested for its not 
doing better, and in the suggestions for a radical change in 
its constitution. The main proposals of the Commissioners 
are :— 

‘**That there shall be one Medical Council. That in each 
division of the kingdom there shall be a divisional board 
representing all the medical authorities of the division, whose 
duty it shall be to appoint a certain number of persons 
to be members of the Medical Council, to appoint examivers 
for the divisional board examinations, which alone are to 
admit to the Register,” &c., 

If legislation takes place on these lines, as we have reason 
to hope it may, there will be a Medical Council of eighteen 
members iustead of twenty-four, and three licensing bodies 
instead of nineteen. The Council, moreover, will be no 
longer a weak and talkative body, fighting for the rights 
of corporations, but ‘‘one supreme controlling authority, 
entrusted with larger powers than those possessed hitherto.” 
The universities have been much considered by the Com- 
missioners, and their graduates will be exempted from all 
the examinations of the divisional board but the final one, 
and this at a small fee, 

A deputation of members of the British Medical Aeso- 
ciation, and others, waited on Lord CARLINGFORD and 
Mr, MUNDELLA in November, to urge on the Government 








the promotion of legislation on the lines of the recommenda- 


tions of the Royal Commission. Dr. WATERS, of Chester, 
gave a history of the arguments and demands for reform, 
and of the efforts of successive Governments; and Dr. 
GLOVER spoke from the point of view of a Scotch graduate 
and the holder of a Scotch diploma. Mr. WHEELHOUSE 
of Leeds testified to the fact that those who are rejected in 
one division of the kingdom often quickly succeed in 
another. Both Lord CARLINGFORD and the Vice-President 
listened attentively to the deputation, and promised that 
the subject should have their attention. 

In Parliament, excepting answers to queatious of more or 
less medical interest, there has been little to‘ record in a 
session barren beyond precedent. The chief redeeming fact 
about the work of Parliament is that the House of Commons 
has awoke to the absurdity of its own Rales of Procedure, 
which have served lately so to hinder legislation as to brivg. 
the Legislature itself into disrespect. 


Medico-Legal Cases, 

The year 1882 has not afforded many cases of very ex- 
ceptional interest in the domain of medical jurisprudence. 
The humiliating circumstance of the conviction and execu- 
tion for murder of a member of the medical profession will, 
however, cause the past year to be held in bitter remem- 
brance. The circumstances of LAMson’s crime need not be 
recapitulated, how for the sake of gain he administered 
aconitia to his brother-in-law in a gelatine capsule, and how 
the crime was clearly brought home to him by the aid 
of chemical and physiolo«‘cal tests. The satisfactory way in 
which the alkaloid was ¢¢ tected by Dr. STEVENSON and Dr. 
Dupré will effectually tend to deter miscreants of a similar 
type to LAMSON from using this lethal agent for the future, 
Owing to the public panic caused by this case the Home 
Secretary issued circulars to various bodies asking for their 
opinion as to the necessity or otherwise of altering the 
law which regulates the sale of poisons. Committees were 
appointed by the different medical colleges, and we doubt 
not that much information was furnished to the Home 
Secretary ; but as yet no steps have been taken to alter the 
law. Quite recently a woman named TAYLOR was convicted 
of murdering an old woman by the administration of sugar 
of lead. The circumstances were so lately given in our 
columns as to make a repetition of them unnecessary. 
On the last day of 1881 a curious death-bed confession 
was made by a man named Brooks, in Staffordshire. It 
appears that Brooks, a somewhat eccentric man, attempted 
to castrate himself on December 4th, 1879, and, in explana- 
tion, he falsely alleged that he had been mutilated by four 
men who attacked him. The result of this statement was 
that two men (JOHNSON and CLOWES) were sentenced to 
ten years’ penal servitude, On February 13tb, 1881, Brooks 
again attempted to castrate himself, and again made a false 
statement that his injuries had been bratally inflicted by 
others. He died from the effects of heart disease on Decem- 
ber 3lst, 1881, and bis death-bed confession led to the 
liberation of the men who had been wrongly convicted. 
The conviction and execution of GuITEAU for the murder 
of President GARFIELD must be regarded as just in spite 
of the preposterous attempt to prove the murderer in- 
sane, That GUITEAL was on the borderland of insanity 
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there can be little doubt; but of the expediency of his 
execution there can be little doubt also. In the spring 
public indignation was aroused by an attempt on the life 
of the QuEEN by a man named MACLEAN, MACLEAN 
was arraigned for high treason, and was acquitted on 
the ground of insanity. MACLEAN had been io a lunatic 
asylum, and there never was from the first any doubt as to 
his unsoundness of mind. It was a clear blunder to go 
through the farce of a trial, and thus give a notoriety to the 
case, which would prove an incentive to lunatics of a similar 
class to imitate MACLEAN’S action. 


The Brighton Corporation and THE LANCET. 

Early in the year we had occasion to question the perfect 
sta:: of the sewerage of Brighton—a course which gave 
great offence to the Town Council, who commenced an 
action for i‘bel against THe LANceT. They, bowever, 
directed Sir J. BAZALGETTE to report on the sewerage 
rystem, and Dr. RICHARDSON on the sanitary conditien of 
the town. These reports agreed in the main with our 
strictures on the imperfect system of drainage. The Cor- 
poration, after the publication of Dr. RICHARDSON'S report, 
with commendable discretion, retired from the contest. 
Thus the liberty of the press was vindicated. If we 
cannot discuss (which we do every week) the sewer- 
age or insanitary state of a town, one great function 
of THe LANceET will be paralysed. Our aim and mission 
are to diffuse scientific kaowledge throughout the world, 
and to reform local abuses. The amount of good accom- 
plisbed by the Brighton agitation is simply incalculable. 
Every health resort throughout the kingdom had its 
drainage overhauled and its pestilential spots purified. 
Perhaps the authorities expected a visit from one of our 
Commissioners. But as it is we congratulate ourselves and 
the Town Councils who have ‘‘ put their houses in order.” 


Public Health Questions, 

The year which is now passing away has, on the whole, 
been a healthy one at home. In England and Wales the 
general mortality, so far as it can be ascertained at this 
date, has been decidedly below the average. A com- 
paratively mild wiater led, in the first quarter of the year, 
to one of the lowest death-rates which has been recorded 
since civil registration was established in 1837, In the 
metropolis itself, however, an exceptional fatality from 
pulmonary affections amongst persons over sixty years of 
age was brought about by the density of the prevailing fogs. 
Throughout the year the prevalence of small-pox has been 
diminishing. In the metropolis, indeed, the small-pox 
death-rate is decidedly below the average for the ten pre- 
ceding vears, but several severe outbreaks have oceurred in 
the provinces. It is a matter of experience that a London 
small-pox epidemic is always followed by an extension of 
the disease to some at least of the other large towns ani 
cities, and the only peculiarity of the last epidemic is that 
this extension was longer in showing itself than usual, 
Amongst the English provincial towns that have most 
suffered are Bolton, Gateshead, Hall, Leeds, Lincoln, New- 
castle-upon-Tyne, Nottingham, Rochdale, and Wednesbury. 
The mortality from the several continued fevers has also 
been below the average. In some parts of the kingdom 
isolated outbreaks have, however, occurred, and of these 





the epidemic of enteric fever at Bangor has been by far the 
most extensive. During the four months June to September 
over 550 cases of this disease occurred in Bangor and its 
immediate neighbourhood, the outbreak being one of the 
most severe which has been recorded in this country within 
recent years. A searching inquiry was made into the cir- 
cumstances of the epidemic by Dr. Frep. W. Barry, the 
newly appointed Medical Inspector to the Local Government 
Board, and it was proved that the outbreak had in the first 
instance been brought about by the contamination of the 
water-service into which the specifically poisoned excreta of 
an isolated case had been conveyed by faulty means of 
drainage, and that its extension was in the main the result 
of an ill-ventilated system of sewers which facilitated the 
entrance of the then fever poisoned draia air into dwellings. 
The long continuance of the epidemic was also favoured by 
the failare of the sanitary authority at once to act on the 
recommendations of Dr. BArry and of their own officer of 
health, The occurrence of small outbreaks of typhus fever 
in several large centres of population, and especially in 
Liverpool, London, and Sanderland, naturally led to the 
fear that, with the colder weather and the resulting over- 
crowding in the ill-constructed and ill-ventilated tenements 
of the lower classes, some epidemic prevalence of that disease 
might be anticipated. Although, however, more than the 
usual interval between epidemic prevalences of this disease 
has elapsed since the last typhus visitation, we are fortu- 
nately still without any indication of its further spread. 
Scarlet fever has, like the continued fevers, been distinctly 
less prevalent than usual, but in several parta of the 
kingdom local outbreaks of considerable maguitude and 
severity have occurred. Amongst the larger towns Accring- 
ton, Gloucester, Merthyr Tydfil, South Shields, Oxford, 
Nottingham, and Hull may be named as having specially 
suffered ; the outbreak in Hall being a continuance of an 
epidemic which in 1881 caused as many as 682 deaths, The 
disease has also been fatally and persistently prevalent in 
several smaller places, such as Worksop, and also at Upwell, 
a village near Wisbeach. Diphtheria has throughout the 
year caused an excessive mortality, the excess increasing as 
the year has progressed; and in some places, such as 
Folkestone, Taunton, Sutton-in-Ashfield, Lynn, and 
Whitstable, there have been marked epidemic outbursts of the 
disease. We are unfortunately still ignorant of the condi- 
tions essential to the development and, to some extent, to the 
spread of this affection, and with a view of acquiring farther 
information as to its etiology, both the Local Government 
Board and the British Medical Association have instituted 
a series of detailed inquiries, the results of which may, it is 
hoped, hereafter give some indication as to how the diph- 
the:ia mortality may be lessened. Both whooping-cough 
and measies have prevailed to an unusual extent, and some 
of the measles epidemics have been very fatal. So long, 
however, as attacks of these diseases are regarded by the 
ignorant as necessary to the period of childhood, so long 
must they lead to a large number of preventable deaths. The 
periodic prevalence -of autumnal diarrhcea has been less 
marked this year than usual, and it is evident that a com- 
paratively cool autumn has in part conduced to this result. 
But it is equally clear that temperature alone does not regu- 
late the extent of diarrhea — amongst infants, The 
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availibl+ information as to the causation of this disease is 
as yet singularly imperfect, and we can only await the 
results of the exhaustive inquiry which, now for three suc- 
cessive autumns, h~s bsen undertaken by Dr. BALLARD, 
with a view of clearing up at least some of the more difficult 
sanitary problems connected with this subject. Leicester, 
Preston, Hull, Gateshead, and York have, as usu3), suffered 
exceptionally from infantile diarrhea. 

During the year the subject of the isolation of the several 
infectious fevers has received a large amount of a..ention, 
an three important reports have been issued on the subject. 
The first was Dr. THORNE THORNE’s exhaustive report on 
the Us2 avd Influence of Hospitals for Infectious Diseases 
throughout the country generally ; a report which embodies 
all the infurmation available on the subject s> far as the 
requirements of sanitary authorities are concerned. The 
second was Mr. W. H. Power's report on the Influence of 
the Fulham Small-pox Hospital, which went to show, in 
the most convincing manner, that the aggregation of a large 
number of small-pox patients in a populous centre was 
a‘tended with a spread of the disease amongst the surround- 
ing inhabitants. The report was one of the most complete 
that has ever b2en issued by any sanitary department. It 
proved that the diffusion of the small-pox contagion had 
operated over a wide area; that it had come into operation 
every time the hospital had been used for the reception of 
acute small-pox cases; and that, owing to the uniformity of its 
incidence upon all the surroundiog population, quite irrespec- 
tive of the existence of roads or other channels of human inter- 
course, thediffusion must necessarily have been communicated 
through the atmosphere. The circumstances elicited as the 
result of this investigation led to the appointment of a Royal 
Commission to inquire into all the circumstances affecting 
the isolation of infectious diseases within the m-:tropolis, 
and the report of that Commission formed the third contri- 
bution to this important subject. The Commissioners arrived 
at the conclusion that the metropolitan small-pox hospitals 
had operated injuriously upon the neighbourhoods ia which 
they are situated; and although not assenting in fall to 
Mr. Power's contention that the mischief was brought 
about by aerial diffusion, yet they would appear to have 
been largely influenced by this view in so far as their 
recommendations are concerned. We have so recently 
commented on this report that we would now only add a 
hope that legislation will speedily give effect to the con- 
clusions which have been urged upon the Government by 
the Commission. The deaths by erysipelas following 
vaccination in Norwich were considered of sufficient im- 
portance to demand public inquiry by the Local Government 
Board, who, in the first instance, appointed Dr. Airy to 
investigate the circumstances attending the fatality. Sub- 
sequently Mr. HENLEY was associated with Dr. Arry in 
the inquiry. The report was so unsatisfactory that Dr. 
BUCHANAN deemed it necessary to append a memorandam 
showing that the conclusions arrived at by the inspectors 
were not borne out by the evidence, and that important con- 
siderations which might have led to the elucidation of the 
cause of the erysipelas had been overlooked. 

The Parliamentary session has been very barren in sani- 
tary legislation, and only two statutes call for any notice. 
One extended the Public Health Act so as to enable sanitary 





authorities to make by-laws regulating fruit pickers and their 
lodgings ; the other amended the Artisans’ and Labourers’ 
Dwellings Act, and provided means, amongst other things, 
for the purchase of houses, the demolition of which was 
necessary for the opening up of alleys, &c. Two other sub- 
jects, however, deserve notice in this connexion, During 
the year the Local Government Board completed their series 
of model by-laws by the issue of several sets of clauses for the 
regulation of noxious trades ; and the Education Department 
of the Privy Council in their New Code of 6th March, 1882, 
made provision for the issue of grants in the case of schools 
which, without being closed, may suffer from a diminished 
attendance owing to the prevalence of infectious disease, and 
also for requiring school managers to comply with the notices 
of sanitary authorities as to the clo:ing of schools or the ex- 
clusion of scholars under similar circumstances. 

Europe has fortunately escaped from the importation of 
any “Jastern epidemic disease. Plague has, however, pre- 
vaile< to some extent in Persian Kurdistan, the disease re- 
appearing after an apparent cessation of several yeara.. The 
ramours as to the dangers which we ran by the importation 
of cholera through the Mediterranean have been unusually 
rife, and the presence of that disease in an epidemic form, 
both in India and in some of the islands borde:iag on the 
China Sea, led to an attempt to hinder traffic through the 
Suez Canal at « critical moment of the recent Egyptian cam- 
paigo. England, however, distinctly refused to subject 
herself t> the regulatioas which the Egyptian Board sought 
to impose, and the result has fally justified the course she 
took. Itis to be hoped, iadeed, that before long some final 
settlement on a rational basis will be made as to the con- 
stant disputes arising with reference to the subject of 
quarantine, as this antiquated process is undexstood in Egypt 
and in some other countries, Following on the Mecca pil- 
grimage cholera broke out in the Hedjaz and other localities 
affected by the annual visit to the holy city. At Jeddah the 
disease still prevailed in the middle of last month, but so far 
as Europe is concerned, all danger may now be regarded as 
having past. 

Miscellaneous. 

A very notable event during the past year has been 
the opening of the Royal Courts of Justice, and in 
THe LANCET of November 4th will be found the report 
of our Commissioner on the sanitary aspects of the 
new building. The building, althoagh praiseworthy, is 
by no means above criticism, and it is to be hoped 
that in the future when Goverament offices have to be 
erected some cf the suggestions offered by our Com- 
missioner will be acted upon by the Government of the day. 

A very laudble attempt to improve the sanitary condition 
of ships was made by the Directors of the Orient line in the 
construction of the steamship Austral, undoubtedly the 
most magnificent vessel of its class, This ship’s career has 
been most unfortunate, for she was capsized a few weeks 
since in Sydney Harbour, owing to the carelessness of those 
in charge during coalirg, and although it is hoped that she 
may be floated again, one cannot but have misgivings that 
the difficulties of such a work may prove insurmountable. 

The Parkes Museum has been incorporated during the past 
year, and has been removed from University College to new 
premises in Margaret-street. It will be opened early in 
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1883, and we can only wish it a long career of useful 
activity. 
Obituary. 

The obituary of every successive year seems sadder than 
the previous ones, though in the case of the present year 
it inelades the names of many whose age and honours 
were fully ripe. A few selections from our own death 
record will show what figares have disappeared : — JoHN 
Fiint Sourn, F.R.C.S. Eng.; Sir Roperr CarisTison, 


of Pathology consists of Sir James Payet, Professors Ly ham, 
Sanderson, Humphry, and Paget, and Drs. Michael! Foster, 
J. F. Payne, and Gaskell. It will be seen that, with a view 
t» the representation of opiaion outside the University, cer- 
tain of the persons appointed in each inst ince are persons 
not resident in the University, aud not officially connected 
with it; and the selections which have beea made in coa- 
formity with the provision of the stavate requiring this will 


, certainly meet the general approval of the profess‘on. The 


Bart.; CHARLES Ropert DARWIN; Professor SCHWANN, | 


of Liege; Dr. Georce Bupp, F.R.S.; Sir JoHN RosE 
CorRMACK, of Paris; Sir EpwaARp BuRROWES SINCLAIR, 
of Dublin; T. B. Peacock, M.D.; Professor James R. 
Woop, of New York; Professor Spence, of Edinburgh ; 


Professor ANDREW BUCHANAN, of Glasgow; Dr. ARTHUR 
of Hankow; Dr. CHARLES MOREHEAD, of | 


G. Rem, 
Bombay; Sir JAMEs ALDERSON, M.D. Oxon.; Mr. J. T. 


Crover; Dr. Epwarp Preue, of Dablin; Mr. Gzorce | 
Crircuett; BHotaA Natu Bosg, M.D. Lond., Bengal; | 


Professor GEorGE GULLIvEeR, F.R.S.; Professor Henry 
Drarer, of New York; Professor WILLIAM Prrrte, of 
Aberdeen; Dr. Epwarps Crisp; Sir TaomAs WATson, 
F.R.8.; Dr. E>warp J. Reynowps, the oldest physician 
in Boston, who graduated at Harvard fourteen years 
before Sir Tuomas Warson graduated at Cambridge ; 
Deputy Surgeon-G-neral Pearse, late and most valued 
Chief Officer in the Vaccination Department of the North- 
West Provinces of India. We should want all the 
colamns of the ‘‘ Aunus Medicus” to record the work repre- 
sented by these names and the names of practitioners in the 
more laborious fields of private practice, some of them dying, 
like Lycmpas, in their prime, most of them at their post, 
and not a few filling offices of public trust, 


Conclusion. 

Now we leave 1882, wishing our readers all happiness in 
the coming year and inviting their co operation ia perfecting 
the art and science of medicine, with which the well-being 
of mankind is seen to be more and more inseparably con- 
nec‘ed. 








Annotations, 
“Ne quid nimis.” 


PROFESSORSHIPS AT CAMBRIDGE. 


HiruHeRrro the elections to the Professorships in Cambridge 
have been made, in most instances, by the members on the 
electoral roll, who consist chiefly of the residents in the 
University. In future, however, under the new statites, 
the elections will be ia the hands of Boards, a Board being 
nominated specially for each professorship before a vacancy 
occurs, and appoiated by the Senate. These appointments 

“have just been made. The Board for the election to the 
Professorship of Anatomy consists of Professors Paget, 
Huxley, Flowér, Liveing, Newton, Dr. Allen Thomeon, 
Dr, Michael Foster, and Mr. J. W. Clark. The Board for elec- 
tion to the Professorship of Physiology consists of Professors 
Humphry, Huxley, Sanderson, Paget, Stokes, Dra. Pye- 
Smith, Mr. Langley, and Mr. Vines. The Board for election 
to the Downing Professorship of Medicine consists of Sir 
George Burrows, Professors Paget, Liveing, and Humphry, 
Drs. F. Farre, Lauder Brunton, and Richard Quain, and 
Mr, T, P, Main. The Board for election to the Professorship 








appointment to the Regius Professorship of Phyric remains 
with the Crown. The Professorships of Physio‘ogy aud 
Pathology are new P:ofessorships, now first established by 


| the statutes. The appointment to the former will probably 








soo be made, and the Board will have little difficulty in 
making a selection in the first instance. An elect’on to the 
Professorship of Pathology may be expected to fo'low at no 
distant period. 





THE NUTRITIVE PROPERTIES OF RICE. 

Tue increase in the consumption of rice has lately 
attracted the attention of several men of science in 
Germany, and amongst other iavestigationsa, an attempt 
has been made by Profcasor Vo't to discover the relative 
capacity which various forms of nourishment pozsess of 
being incorporated into the sys'en. He has drawa up the 
following table of the percentage which remains in the 
body, and of that which leaves it :— 


Percentage Percentage which is 
incorporated. not retained. 
Meat .. . » i6  en 33 
BES us. 0 o<o 0 kee 39 
Eggs . ie ae, oe 52 
White bread. ... . 94-4 56 
WE te. ? 6a bs . 933 67 
Potatoes . eT | 93 
Be eink . . sd ll'l 
Black bread . . . . . 885 115 


According to these results (the Bremes Handels)latt remark-) 
meat and rice leave the smallest amount of residuum, and 
occasion the smallest excessive exertion to the digestivn, 
and in fact introduce the minimum quantity of billa-t into 
the human frame. Dr. Kéaig, of Miinster, considera that 
the fact of large masses of population living on rice is 
easily accounted for, ani in summing up the information 
collected upon the subject, Professor Voit remarks that 
potatoes, when consumed in excessive quantity, fail to 
nourish the frame effectively, make the biood watery, and 
render the muscles weak. Apart from the subject derlt 
with in the table drawn up by Professor Voit, the question 
of the relative nutritive value of rice apd potatoes hes been 
investigated by Dr. Kénig, who is of opinion that if 
similar quantities of both articles are compared, the firmer 
possesses four times the value of the latter in really nutritive 
properties.” It is also remarked that the introduction <f 
rice as a substitute for potatoes is facilitated by the fact 
that no such variation takes place in its quality as is the 
case with the potato, which is liable to be materially in- 
fluenced by the effects of unfavourable weather. 





SLIPPERY STREETS. 


THERE are some evils we seem to ignore and nuisances we 
tolerate apparently on principle, though what principle it is 
difficult to conjecture. The slipperiness of the London 
streets has been notorious from times so far past as to be 
forgotten. Recently, however, the fact has been demon- 
strated in a fashion peculiarly offensive. The long continu- 
ance of miserably wet and foggy weather has rendered 
the surface of the metropolitan area, as it has made most 
other surfaces, especially slimy. It is now really a feat 
in gymnastics to maintain the perpendicular in not a few of 
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the more crowded thoroughfares of London. Where the 
pavements are narrow or slope a little, the at.ention re- 
quired to avoid ‘striking up,” as they say of horses, is 
coasiderable and annoying. This is a disgeacefal state of 
matters, It is idle to talk of putting the law in force to 
compel householders to sweep before their doors. Not a few 
of the worst places are opposite blank walls. lndeed, if one 
part of a street were thoroughly cleaned it would be quickly 
smeared with greasy mud brought from other parts, or the 
roadway; unless, indeed, it should occur to anyone to put 
the law in force against ‘‘ authorities” responsible for keeping 
the streets proper in a passable condition. It is useless to 
remonstrate ; but it ought to be put on record that the pave- 
ments and carriage-ways of London are probably at this 
moment in a more neglected and execrable coniitioa than 
they have ever before been, despite all the improvements, and 
in spite of the large sums of :noney extracted from the pockets 
of the ratepayers to cleanse away the filth that is allowed to 
accumulate, and to put an end to the nuisance, which not 
only remains but increases. Many a sprained ankle, “jarred” 
spine, and ‘‘shocke’” nervous system attest the mischievous 
nature of the nuisance we tacitly tolerate. 





NEW HUMAN ENTOZOON. 


A FEW weeks back it was announced in our columns that 
Dr, Patrick Manson, who is now in England, had detected 
a curious cestode in the human body. He found twelve 
parasites in the subperitoneal fascia and elsewhere. How 
they came there is a matter of opinion, but under the name 
of Ligula Mansoni the worm was described by Dr. Cob- 
bold at the last meeting of the Linnean Society. The 
author of the paper stated that probably the infested 
Chinese had drank from a pond frequented by water birds 
infested by ligules, whose immature stages of growth are 
passed within the fishes living in the same ponds. Dr. 
Cobbold alluded to the destractive effects of ligules amongst 
the tench living in the ponds of La Breese. He poirited to 
the circumstance that Italians were accustomed to eat fish- 
tapeworms under the name of macaroni piatii, ani he ex- 
pressed the belief that Dr. Manson’s patient had swallowed 
the ciliated embryophores and their contained proscolices 
which had thus strayed and bored their way into the man’s 
tissues. It is satisfactory to know that they bad no concern 
in the production of the human victim’s death. 





THE SEWERAGE OF HENDON. 


HENDON has for some time past been in difficulties with 
regard to its sewerage system, and with a view of arriving 
at some definite decision on the subject, Mr. C. F. Hancock, 
a member of the Local Board, was recently deputed to obtain 
all possible information with respect to the various processes 
of sewage-disposal in operation in this country. Mr. 
Hancock's report deals with the Lime and the Rivers’ Parifi- 
cation Company’s processes, with the Irrigation and the 
Rochdale Pail systems, and with several other methods, 
After considering them all in more or less detail Mr. 
Hancock is inclined to recommend for the adoption of his 
colleagues the system of the Rivers’ Purification Company. 
The grounds for his conclusion are, in the main, that under 
such a system an effluent can be obtained that will satisfy 
the conditions of the Rivers’ Pollution Prevention Act, 1876, 
that the company takes all the responsibility in considera- 
tion of an annual payment or subsidy, and that it indemni- 
fies the local authority against all proceedings. These are 
certainly weighty reasons in the case of a district which 
cannot well bear the cost of making experiments as to the 
most efficient process available, and for its own sake we 
hope Hendon wil!, without further delay, decide on a matter 
which, to say the least, is fast becoming one of pressing im- 





portance. Mr. Hancock also expresses the opinion that the 
“separate system” is best adapted to the requirements of 
the district, and he hence advocates the retention of the 
existing sewers for rain and storm waters, and the construc- 
tion of smaller sewers than would otherwise be necessary 
for the conveyance of the sewage proper to its outfall. 





THE LATE BARON CORVISART. 


Baron Lucten CorRvVISART, whose death has just beea 
announced, was formerly physician in ordiaary to the 
Emperor Napo'eon the Taird. Corvisart was of humble 
parentage, ani if related to his great namesake, the 
physician to the First Napoieon, it was only in the most 
distant minner. His medical studies were pursued ia Paris, 
At this time, duriag a popular disturbance he hai the good 
fortune to be slightly wouadei by an insurgent, This, 
together with his name, brought him into notice, aad soon 
after he had obtained his degree of doctor he was named to 
an appointment ia the imperial household Corvisart 
eventually became physician ia ordinary to the imperial 
family, a posi which he held until the death of the Emperor. 
Since then he has resided partly in England and partly in 
France. During the crisis which followed MicMahon’s 
famous decision of the Seize Mai, he presented himself 
unsaccessfally as a candidate for Parliament, and since that 
time he has not appeared in any public character. It was 
during a flying visit to Paris that he died suddenly last 
week, at his house in ths Champs Elysées. His scientific 
work was principally connected with the therapeutics of 
pepsine, for his researches upon which he obtained a prize. 
Corvisart, in his capacity of physician to the Emperor, was 
present at the consultation which took place between 
Nélaton, Ricord, Germain Sée, and Coaneau, when it was 
agreed, chiefly at the instance of Professor Germain Sée, 
that there was reason to explore the genito-urinary passages 
of their august patient. This was shortly before the Franco- 
Prussian War. For political reasons the result of their 
deliberations was not communicated to the Emperor ; and 
there are many who think that this suppression changed the 
destinies of France, Had Napoleon knowa that he had 
stone in the bladder, it is thought that he would not have 
been so ready to face a campaign. After the operation 
performed by Sir Henry Thompson on Napoleon the Third, 
Corvisart made some unpleasant strictures upon the treat- 
ment. Whatever may have been the feeling of the French 
at the time, it is now recognised that the Emperor's per- 
sonal physician had no competence to criticise the line of 
treatment decided by the English pbysicians and carried 
out by Sir H. Thompson. 


SUICIDE OF A CRIMINAL LUNATIC. 


A FEW months ago at Montrose a butcher named White, 
while manifestly insane, murdered his wife and child, after- 
wards making an unsuccess‘ul attempt at suicide. In due 
course he was placed in the lanatic wards of the Perth 
prison, and then on the 9th inst. succeeded in his purpose of 
self-murder. From the evidence at the inquest it appears 
that White the week previous to the accomplishment of his 
purpose had shown marked suicidal tendency, and was 
placed in a separate room. Again admitted to the ordinary 
ward, he made another attempt and was then removed to a 
padded room with special supervision. Here the door was 
left open so that, as the warder said, he might be better 
watched, but he succeeded in darting past the attendant 
and throwing himself over the balustrade of the stairs, 
falling seven feet and a half and fracturing his neck. The stair 
was partly guarded by a suitable railing, but at the lower 
part itwas open. Death occurred in fifteen minutes, and the 
medical officer was not sent for till two hours after the event. 
Upon this latter fact the sheriff very properly animadverted 





ee ee ee ee ee ee ae a Oe OULU 


7 ww wY 





fuefancet,) HEALTH OF THE TROOPS IN EGYPT.—PASTEUR ON RABIES. ([Dec. 30, 1882. 1133 








but, as stated by Dr. Macnaughtan, nothing could have 
been done to avert the fatal consequences of the fall. An 
accident of this kind, from whatever cause arising, must 
give rise to much anxiety on the part of the responsible 
officers, and we trust that Dr. Macnaughtan will find 
nothing but sympathy from those placed over him in the 
department, The principle of non-restraint has been very 
thoroughly carried out at Perth, and hitherto with the best 
results, In no prison with which we are acquainted do 
these troublesome and often dangerous patients appear to 
be managed with less of harshness or friction. This is 
abundantly evidenced by the fact that the strait-jacket has 
not been in requisition duriag this year; and the care with 
which Dr. Macnaughtan has brought about this state of 
things renders him specially worthy of support under his 
present worry. 


HEALTH OF THE TROOPS IN EGYPT. 


THE reports which reach this country of the improvement 
in the health of the army of occupatioa in Egypt continue 
satisfactory, as showing a reduction both of sickness and 
mortality. It is true that this has not been so rapid as 
could have been desired, and as many anticipated ; but the 
reason of this is too obvious, It has arisen from the im- 
possibility of moving the men sooner into comfortable 
quarters where due attention could be paid to their healta 
requirements. The buildings handed over to the military 
authorities for the occupation of the troops were in such a 
filthy condition that had the men been at once moved into 
them the probable result would have been an outbreak of 

disease. The Highland Brigade has at last been 
marched into them, and we look forward to a more marked 
diminution of sickness. This anticipatioa is, we think, 
justified by the fact that the regiments at Alexandria, which 
have been in quarters for some time, are stated to be in very 
good health, The result of the arrangements for sending 
convalescents, especially the fever cases, a trip up the Nile 
under the care of the indefatigable Mr. Cook proved « sry 
successfal, the men returning greatly improved in health. 
It is stated that Lady Strangford’s hospital! at Cairo has 
been found extremely usefal, and that steps are being taken 
to obtain the use of the Ramleh Palace, near Alexandria, as 
a convales sent establishment. 








PASTEUR ON RABIES, 


AT a recent meeting of the Académie de Médecine, 
M. Bouley communicated, in the name of M. Pasteur, a 
series cf conclusions regarding rabies at which the distin- 
guished investigator has arrived. The first two enunciate 
the familiar truths that the dumb madness and furious 
madness, and, in short, all varieties of rabies, are caused by 
the same virus, and that the symptoms of rabies are ex- 
tremely variable. It is assumed that the characters of the 
several cases depend on the points in the nervous system at 
which the effect of the virus is chiefly localised. In the 
saliva of rabid animals the virus is associated with several 
kinds of organisms, and the inoculation of the saliva may 
cause death in three ways : by means of the special salivary 
organisms, by excessive suppuration, and by rabies. The 
medulla oblongata of the human subject, as well as that of 
animals, after death by rabies, is always virulent, and the 
virus is also found in all parts of the braio, and it persists 
even after putrefaction has set in. There are two methods 
of inoculation by which the period of incubation of rabies 
may be greatly shortened, and the ‘Aisease produced not only 
rapidly but with certainty: one is by the injection of the 
viras into the blood; the other is by trephining the skull 
and placing the virus ia the arachnoid cavi'. Rabies then 
comes on at the end of six, eight, or ten days. M. Pasteur 
has met with some cases of the ‘‘spontaneous cure” of 





rabies, but only in cases in which the disease did not develop 
beyond the initial stage. In such a case, in which the early 
symptoms passed away, the disease has been known to 
return at the end of a certain time—as two months,—and 
then to run the ordinary acute and fatal course. Mention 
is also made of the cases of three dogs inoculated in 1881: 
two quickly died from rabies; the third, after manifesting 
the early symptoms, recovered. The latter animal was 
inoculated by trephining in 1882 on two separate occasions, 
but without effect. M. Pasteur asserts that he now pos- 
sesses four dogs which will not contract rabies, whatever 
the method of inoculation adopted or the proved virulence 
of the material employei. These facts he believes to be the 
first step towards the discovery of a method of the prevention 
of rabies by its inoculation. He confesses, however, that 
the end seems to be at present far distant. 





VENTILATION OF RAILWAYS INTO THOROUGH- 
FARES. 


We have already expressed our strong opinion that it 
would be incompatible with the interests of public safety 
to allow the ventilation of underground railways into the 
streets. The project for the construction of ventilating shafts 
in Queen Victoria-street, City, is a particularly absurd one, 
and should be, at once, interdicted. Apart from the obstruc- 
tion to traffic and the danger of frightening horses thus 
threatened, it is most undesirable that not only here, but 
anywhere, special openings should be made in the midst of 
populous districts through which to discharge the concen- 
trated impurities of a tunnel atmosphere. It would be far 
better to empower, ani compel, the companies to purchase 
such blocks of surface as can be opened, and to make con- 
siderable openiags for the escape of gases and vapours by 
unrocfing their tunnels. This would prevent accumulation, 
instead of simply providing outlets, for the escape ef suffo- 
cating vapours and gases. 


THe BRISTOL GENERAL HOSPITAL. 


GREAT improvements are in progress at the Bristol 
General Hospital, especially with regard to the sanitary 
arrangements of the several buildings. Last week Dr. Davies, 
medical officer of health for the city, delivered a lecture, in 
which he explained to a number of students and others the 
principles on which the drainage of hospital buildings should 
be carriel out. The need for an absolute air-break between 
all pipes leading from the buildings to the interior of the 
drains, as also for ensuring a constant current of fresh air 
through all the drains, was especially insisted on, and the 
works themselves, which are being executed under the 
sup ervision of Mr. Eassie, C. E., were subsequently inspected. 


MORTALITY AND SICKNESS IN FRIENDLY 
SOCIETIES. 


Tue actuary of the Friendly Societies’ Central Office 
baving officially reported that the quinquennial returas of 
sickness and mortality experience furnished for the five years 
ending 1880, in accordance with the Friendly Societies’ Act 
of 1875, had supplied adequate data for the purposes of that 
Act, a short Act was passed last session which in future 
relieves these societies from the duty of furnishing such 
returns. Mr. Sutton, the actuary referred to, in an appendix 
to the recently issued report of the Chief Registrar of 
Friendly Societies thus describes the object for which these 
quinquennial returns were instituted: to collect from 
the experience of the societies adequate data from which 
trustworthy tables may be constructed, with the approval of 
the Treasury, for the information and guidance of societies. 
Ia order to ascertain the duration of sick-pay, as affecting 
the cost thereof to the society, the form used for the 
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quinguenniam ending December 31st, 1889, was much more 
elaborate and difficult to fill up than that used in pre- 
vious periods; and these returns are said, generally speaking, 
to have been carefully made, and t> have cost much 
labour to the secretaries of the societies by whom they were 
mostly made. It is estimated, after making dae allowance 
for imperfect returns, that the available basis for the con- 
struction of tables, for the period embraced by these 
returns, will be nearly equal to ten million years of life. 
Such a field of experience, it is pointed out, largely exceeds 
the data which have served as the basis of any tables 
previously constructed. This vast statistical material having 
been collected, and an Act of Parliament having relieved 
societies from furnishing similar returns in future, it now 
alone remains for Parliament to provide the requisite fands 
for the preparation of th> required tables. Bearing in mind 
that probably such an invaluable body of data may never 
again be collected, the Chief Registrar, in his report, appeals 
to the Treasury, in the interest of Friendly Societies and of 
the industrial classes generally, that the necessary means 
may be provided in no niggardly spirit, The sickness and 
mortality tables which it is proposed to construct will pos- 
sess so large a value, from a sanitary and social point of 
view, that we earnestly hope Mr. Ludlow’s appeal will not 
have been made in vain. 


AN “EDITION DEiLUXE.” 


We have received from Messrs, Sampson Low and Co. 
a copy of the first volume of Dr, Francis Delafield’s 
** Studies in Pathological Anatomy,” published by Messrs. 
Wood and Co., of New York. This work, which has, we 
believe, been several years in preparation, is produced in 
a style that does great credit to both the author and 
publisher. It forms a large handsome quarto, admirably 
printed as to the text, and contains no fewer than ninety- 
three plates illustrative of the histological changes in inflam- 
mation of the connective tissues, serous membranes, and 
lungs, and also of tuberculosis, a large number of plates 
being devoted to acute phthisis. Some of the plates are 
lithographs of camera-lacida drawings; others are photo- 
graphs of microscopical preparations. We shall have occa- 
sion to comment on this work when we have more 
thoroughly examined it; but meanwhile we may congra- 
tulate Dr.Delafield upon its appearance, aad trust that he 
will continue the undertaking according to the plan he has 
marked out for himself, which must take many years to 
complete. 


“MORE LIGHT.” 


THE last words of Goethe, the German poet, are said to 
have been ‘‘ More light! More light!” And, even in these 
days of the electric light and patent gas-burners, the need for 
more light is still felt in certain ‘parts of England. At the 
last meeting of the West Hartlepool Improvement Com- 
missioners, the Vicar of Swanton (the Rev. J. Rudd) 
attended for the purpose of urging the necessity for better 
accommodation in the chapels at the cemetery. He stated 
that there was no light after sunset, no fire for warmth, and 
only one chair, although there were sometimes as many as 
five ministers in attendance. Mr. Rudd claimed the 
special right to complain, since he was recently kept 
at the cemetery from three in the afternoon until half 
past five without -fire or candlelight; and daring the 
ten days, from the 9th to the 19th inst., he had con- 
ducted five funerals in the dark. He also stated {that he 
had 300 funerals yearly. Considering that the population 
of West Hartlepool is about 32,000, that there are over a 
dozen clergymen in the town (one of whom has over 300 
funerals yearly), that the cemetery is situated in an exceed- 
ingly bleak suburb of the town, and that gas is laid to the 





very wall of the enclosure, it seems a strange thing that 
such a state of affairs as that complained of by Mr. Rudd 
should have been allowed to exist. 





THE QUEEN’S VISIT TO HASLAR. 


ON Saturday last the Queen, accompanied by the Duke 
and Duchess of Edinburgh aad Princess Beatrice, visited 
Haslar to decorate with the war medal the sick and wounded 
seamen and marines returned from Egypt who are still under 
treatment in the naval hospital, Her Majesty was received 
by Admiral Sir G. P, T, Hcernby, the Naval Commander-io- 
Chief at Portsmouth, and was conducted over the hospital 
by Inspector-General D. L Morgan and the other officers of 
the medical staff. Her Majesty, with her usual kindness, 
said a few words of sympathy and encouragement to each of 
the men as she decorated him with the medal. At the con- 
clusion of the visit the Queen expressed herself much 
gratified by the care and attention evidently bestowed upon 
the patients, and the royal party returned in the Alberta to 
Osborne. 


SANITARY SCIENCE IN CHICAGO. 


WE have received the first two numbers of the Sanitary 
News, a new journal of public health which is being 
issued in Chicago. The journal is iatended to deal in 
the main with questions affecting house-construction, the 
sewerage of towns and villages, water-supply, food-supplies 
and their adulterations, &c., and also to record the most 
recent intelligence with regard to matters affecting public 
health both in America and elsewhere, It is the intention 
of the publisher that the journal shall be of a scientific 
character, but at the same time that the information it 
affords shall be so compiled as to give instruction to those 
who are not well versed in the technicalities of the several 
subjects which will come under discussion. Viewing the 
journal from this point, it is evideny that it has commenced 
its career successfully, and we heartily wish it well. 





COURT APPOINTMENTS. 


THE vacancy caused by the death of Sir Thomas Watson 
has led to the well-merited promotion of Dr. Wilson Fox to 
be one of the physicians in ordinary to Her Majesty, and Dr. 
Fox’s promotion has caused a vacancy among the physicians 
extraordinary, which has been filled by the appointment of 
Dr, Owen Rees. Both these gentlemen have earned the 
respect and gratitude of their professional brethren by their 
unswerving devotion to the scientific advancement of 
medicine, and it is gratifying to see that honours of this kind 
are bestowed upon those who are among the real workers ia 
the profession, and are not given to men merely because 
they are successfulin practising among the upper ten. 





Tue death is announced of Aaron H. David, M.D. 
L.R.C.8. Ed., D.C.L., one of the oldest and most esteemed 
members of the profession in Montrea!, where he had prac- 
tised for thirty-eight years. Dr. David, with others, was the 
founder in 1852 of the old St. Lawrence School of Medicine, 
which, however, had but a short existence. In 1870 he took 
the chief part in establishing the Medical Faculty of Bishop's 
College, of which he was Dean and Professor of Medicine 
until ill health compelled him to resign, He was also at the 
time of his decease a governor of the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons of Quebec, and the holder of other posts of 
professional distinction. 


THE Hull Town Council has decided to amalgamate the 
posts of medical officer of health and surgeon of the police 
force, at a salary of £500 per annum, ~ 
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In a special report by Professor Corfield, analyst to the 
St. George’s, Hanover-square, Vestry, on the fines that have 
beea inflicted by the magistrates recently in cases of adulte- 
ration of food, in which convictions have been obtained 
through his certificates, he remarks: ‘I have on several 
occasions pointed out that the tines have appeared quite 
inadequate to the offences, and the tendency of the magis- 
trates to inflict merely nominal fines seems to be increasing. 
Now, however, that a man has been fined only Is. and 
12s. 6d, costs fer adulterating milk with 20 per cent. of 
water, having previously been convicted of adulterating two 
samples and fined 2s. 6d. and £1 3s, costs in each case, not 
only has proof been obtained that the fines imposed are not 
sufficient, but the question is raised whether it is really 
worth while to put the machinery in work to get a conviction 
when the only result is to bring the Act of Parliament into 
ridicule.” 





IN consequence of the Birmingham Corporation haviag 
threatened to institute legal proceedings against several 
sanitary authorities in whose districts the river Tame is 
pollated, the Wednesbury Local Board have decided to 
obtain Parliamentary sanction to alter their present system 
of dealing with sewage. The new scheme is to embrace 
four districts, and to carry it out will entail an expenditare 
of £70,000. 





AT a recent weekly meeting of the Health Committee of 
the Liverpool Town Council, a proposition by Dr. Hamilton 
in favour of a system of notification of infectious disease 
similar to that drawn up by a committee of medical men in 
Liverpool, 2ad adopted by a meeting of the profession on 
Sept. 4th, was lost by the casting vote «' «he chairman, 





Sr. Ives, in Cornwall, appears to be a model temperance 
town. The Mayor, half the borough justices, and the 
majority of the Town Council are abstainerz. The borough 
member is pledged to support local option. In a population 
of 7000 there is only one policeman, and last year there 
were only two convictions for drunkenness, 





Cotonet Sir R. Buiwer, V.C., K.C.M.G., C.B., has 
been selected to replace Major-General Sir Evelyn Wood as 
a member of the Committee at the War Office, of which the 
Earl of Morley is president, for the reorganisation of the 
present system of hospitals in the Field and Army Hospital 
Corps. 





THe nefarious practices of a “‘ new-fledged bogus diploma- 
mill,” says a Transatlantic medical contemporary —(the fine 
trope is worthy of note, if not of admiration)—have been dis- 
covered in Massachusetts by the activity of the honorary 
secretary of the Lilinois State Board of Health. 





Mr. WATKIN WiLtiAMs, F.R.C.S., formerly general 
secretary of the British Medical Association, is, we much 
regret to hear, so dangerously ill at his residence in Bir- 
mingham, that no hones are held out of his restoration to 
health. 





THe discussion on a paper by Mr, T. M. Dolan on Vaeci- 
nation, read at the recent Poor-law Conferznce at Halifax, 
was adjourned until the next con‘erence. 





THE small-pox epidemic in South Africa appears to have 
almost subsided. 





Dr. MOLONEY has been elected Coroner for the County 


Sligo. 








Dr. Conway Evans, having again urged upon the Strand 
Board of Guardians the want of a mortuary, has been once 
more met by the stereotyped official reply, ‘‘ The matter is 
under consideration.” 


VITAL STATISTICS. 








HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS. 

In twenty-eight of the largest English town» 5907 births 
and 4480 deaths were istered during the week endin 
the 23rd inst. The annual death-rate in these towns, whic 
had been equal to 22°3 23°4, and 269 in the three preceding 
weeks, further rose to 27°6 last week. The lowest death- 
rates in these towns last week were 200 in Derby, 21-*i 
Leicester, and 21°3 in Portsmouth. The rates ia the other 
towns ranged upwards to 31°3 in Manchester, 32:1 in Pres- 
ton, 32°2in Plymouth, 32°9 in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 369 
in Huddersfield, and 40°1 in Liverpool. The deaths referred 
to the principal zymotic diseases in the twenty-eight towns 
were 478, showing a decline from the numbers in the two 
previous weeks ; 110 resulted from measles, 100 from scarlet 
fever, 106 from whooping-cough, 85 from ‘‘ fever ” (principally 
enteric), 47 from diarrhoea, 24 from diphtheria, and 6 from 
small-pox. The lowest death-rates from these principal 
zymotic diseases occurred last week in Oldham and 
Bristol; and the highest in Pieston, Sunderland and 
Liverpool; measles caused the highest death-rate in 
Liverpool and Sunderland; scarlet fever in Leeds, Shef- 
field and Brighton; whooping-cough in Blackburn and 
Plymouth, and “fever” in Birkenhead, Derby, and 
Neweastle-upon-Tyne. The 24 deaths from diphtheria in 
the twenty-eight towns included 12 in London, 2 in Liver- 
pool, and 2 in Halifax. Small-pox caused 4 deaths in 
London and its outer ring of suburban districts, 2 in New- 
castle-upon-Tyne, and 1 in Wolverhampton. The number 
of small-pox patients in the metropolitan asylum hospitals, 
which had been 62 and 75 ou the two preceding Satardays, 
was 73 at the end of last week ; 13 new cases of small-pox 
were admitted to these hospitals during the week, against 
5 and 22 in the two previous weeks. The deaths referred 
to diseases of the respiratory organs in London, which had 
steadily increased in the six previous weeks from 330 to 
637, were 633 last week, and exceeded the corrected weekly 
average by 61. The causes of 137 or 3°0 per cept. of the 
deaths in the twenty-eight towns last week were not certi- 
fied either by a registered medical practitioner or by a 
coroner. All the causes of death were duly certified in 
Portsmouth, Leicester, Derby, and Cardiff; while the pro- 
portions of uncertified deaths were largest in Wolver- 
bampton, Birkenhead, Oldham, Halifax, and Sunderland. 





HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS, 

The annual death-rate in the eight Scotch towns, which 
had been equal to 24°8, 28°0, and 32-1 per 1000 in the three 
preceding weeks, declined last week, under the influence of 
milder weather, to 30:8; this rate was, however, 3:2 above 
the mean rate last week in the twenty-eight Eeglish towns. 
The deaths referred to the principal zymotic diseases in 
these Scotch towns, which had been 128 and 116 in the two 
previous weeks, were 119 last week, and equal to an anoual 
rate of 5°1 per 1000, showing a considerable excess upon the 
mean rate from the same diseases in the English towns. 
This zymotic rate showed the largest excess last week in 
Glasgow and Paisley. The fatal cases of whooping-cough 
in the eight towns, which had been 39 and 37 ia the two 
revious weeks, rose to 43 last week, and included 28 in 
slasgow and 7 in Dundee, The 23 deaths from scarlet fever 
corresponded with the number in the previous week, no 
fewer than 17 occurring in Glasgow, The 17 deaths attri- 
bated to diphtheria were withia 2 of the number in the 
revj.us week; 11 were returned in Glasgow, 3 in Edin- 
arpa and 2in Dundee. Of the 11 fatal cases of measles, 
9 oczurred in Glasgow and 2 in Edinburgh. The 10 deaths 
referred to ‘‘ fever,” showed a further decline from recent 
weekly numbers; they included 4 in Paisley and 2 in 
Dundee, The deaths referred to acute diseases of the lungs 
in the eight towns, which had been 139, 185 and 231 ia the 
three preceding weeks, were 228 last week, and exceeded by 
86 the number from these diseases in the corresponding week 
of last year. The causes of 127, or 16 per cent., of the deaths 
registered in the eight towns last week were not certified, 














1136 THe LANcer,] 


NEW COUNTY HOSPITAL AT AYR. 





[Dec. 30, 1882. 











HEALTH OF DUBLIN, 


The annual rate of mortality in Dublin, which had been 
equal to 249 and 33°6 per 1000 in the two preceding weeks, 
further rose last week to 381, and exceeded that recorded in 
in any previous week of this year. During the first twelve 
weeks of the current quarter, the death-rate in the city 
averaged 26°2 per 1000, against 21°7 in London and 20° in 
in Edinburgh. The 254 deaths in Dublin last week showed 
a further increase of 29 upon those in the two previous 
weeks, and included 19 which were referred to the principal 
zymotic diseases, and within one of the numer in the pre- 
vious week. These 19 deaths were equal to an annual rate 
of 2°8 per 1000 (against 29 and 2°2 from the same causes in 
London and Ediaburgh), and included 6 from “fever,” 6 
from Mac sg Pg 5 from diarrhwa, and 2 from diph- 
theria. The fatal cases both of “fever” and whooping- 
cough showed a decline from those returned in the previous 
week, The deaths both of infants and of elderly persons 
were more numerous than in any recent week. 





HEALTH MATTERS GENERALLY AT HOME 
AND ABROAD. 





HEALTH OF CALCUTTA, 


We are in receipt of Surgeon-Major McLeod's report upon 
the health of Calcutta daring the third, or summer, quarter 
of this year, which acquires additional interest from the 
threatenings of epidemic cholera which have from time to 
time been disclosed by the weekly returns reproduced by 
the Registrar General. The return of the heslth officer is 
somewhat remarkable, in these days of elaborate vital sta- 
tistics, for stating merely the numbers of births, deaths, &c., 
without any reference to population or to rates calculated 

nm. Fortunately for sanitary progress such an omission 
in health reports is rare, and in the interest of the health of 
Caleutta we venture to hope that the omission will not be a 
ay ng one. It would appear, from the figures published 
y the Registrar-General, that the death-rate in Calcutta 
last quarter was equal to about 25°0 per 1000, differing 
but slightly from the rate in Bombay, and comparing 
favourably with that in Madras. We do not doubt, how- 
ever, that the rate is far in excess of what it might be, and 
this fact can only be brought home to the conviction of 
those interested in the health of the city by the publication 
of death-rates for comparative p: . The health 
officer reports that ‘‘the quarter has been, as usual, much 
healthier than either of the two preceding quarters of the 
year, but it ranks high in point of mortality among cther 
third quarters.” The deaths from ‘‘fevers” in the quarter 
were 802, and were considerably below the ave Yor the 
season, a result attributed to ‘‘the even distribution of 
rain and the absence of dry intervals or breaks during 
which malarious fevers are apt to become more prevalent 
and to exhibit a severe type.” The deaths from cholera 
were 144, and 14 above the average number in the two 
preceding quarters; in only three years of the’ decade 
were, however, higher numbers returned. The number in 
September showed a satisfactory decline. Only 4 fatal 
cases of small-pox were reported; and no information is 
given concerning the causes of 1454 of the 2727 deaths in 
the three months, which are clasted under the headin 
“* Other causes.” More precise mortality statistics shoul 
be forthcoming for such a city as Calcutta, which has a 
population little short of half a mi!lion of persons. 








NEW COUNTY HOSPITAL AT AYR. 





AFTER serving the wants of the town of Ayr for a period 
of forty years, the hospital there has been found insufficient 
for the increasing demands made upon it, and new buildings, 
which have been ia course of erection for sixteen months, 
are now completed, and were opened for public inspection 
on Christmas Day. Hitherto the hospital has been of value 
chiefly to the people of the town, but recently the constitu- 
tion was so altered that patients may be admitted from the 
country as well, and upon this basis the directors have 
made a successful appeal for subscriptions, the sum sub- 
scribed to the building fund being about £6900. Notwith- 








standing very handsome assistance from many friends of 
the institution, who have together almost completed the 
furnishing of the various departments of the house, the 
amount already expended upon the building is £8589. 
Consisting of a central block, with wings at either end, 
the building proper is in the French Renaissance style, and 


is built of red freestone. The central portion rises to a 
height of three storeys, and will form the administrative 
department of the hospital. Ornamentation has not been 
neglected, and the tower which adds to the appearance of 
the building is also utilised for purposes of ven on. The 
dispensing and operating rooms are suitably placed in the 
centre of the building, are well arranged and handsomely 
provided, the surgical instruments being abundantly sup- 
plied by Mr. J. H. Houldsworth, A well-lighted corridor 
passes the whole length of the main building leading to the 
wards in each wing. The nurses’ room, kitchen, baths, and 
waterclosets are placed in contiguity with the main 
wards. On the ground floor there is a verandah for the 
patients’ recreation. The wards themselves are well lighted 
and spacious, are heated by coils of piping and an open fire, 
while the ventilation is effected by means of air-valves lead- 
ing to ventilators in the roof, and by the use of Penny 
cook’s sash-lifters attached to each window. On the lower 
floors in the wing devoted to the male wards is a large room 
containing eixht beds, a smaller containing four, and one 
with two s only. The same arrangement is carried out 
upstairs, except that the smallest of the rooms, to be fur- 
nished by Dr, Ronald, will be retained as a day-room for 
convalescents. On the female side the two large rooms are 
arranged as on the male side, but one of the smaller apart- 
ments will be used as a waiting-room, while the other will 
be utilised as a children’s ward. This last will bear the 
name of Sir Andrew Walker, by whom it has been furnished 
and endowed to the extent of £500. At some little distance 
from the maia building the fever wards have been placed. 
These consist of two blocks of one storey each, and quite 
detached. In each of these accommodation will be found for 
six male, four female, and two private patients; and as each 
block is complete in itself, only one will be used unless 
during epidemics, while the arrangement will also allow of 
more complete separation of —— suffering from different 
fevers. In another detached building aomepoe g bom m 
mortuary, post-mortem room, washiog house, and laundry 
have been provided. The disinfection will be carried out in 
one of Dr. Ransome’s chambers, in which, by means of gas, 
a temperature of 250° F. can be obtained without damage to 
the articles treated. A self-acting mechanism prevents any 


damage to the fabrics. It is intended to make this eo 
available for the disinfection of articles supplied by the 
public. The total number of beds will be 71, ioned as 


follows :—For males, 26; for females, 16; for children, 4; 
for private patient, 1; for fever patients, 24. The drainage 
has been carried out on scieatific principles, and altogether 
it may be said that the Ayr Hospital is fully equipped for 
the work upon which ié will soon enter. 
The handsome subscription list, and the great kindness 
rompting to the elegant fitting up of so many of the wards 
he geome benefactors point to a healthy local interest, 
which along with an enthusiastic and skilful medical staff 
seem all that is needed for a pro»perons and highly usefal 
fature. Dr, Charles C, Scott will be the first house-surgeon. 
The new hospital buildings had a narrow escape from 
destruction by fire a few days ago. The hospital was being 
well heated in order to have it ready for the opening cere- 
pri | on Christmas day, and in this process the fire in one 
of the wards communicated in some way with the wood- 
work near it. It was discovered in time to be got under 
without mach difficulty, and the damage done is slight. 








Art Sheffield an inquest has been held on the body 
of gauper who had been poisoned by an overdose of 
la  anum. deceased was an inmate of the workhouse 
hoa pitai. Verbal iostractions appear to have been given by 
the medical officer to the nurse to administer ten drops of 
landanum in some castor oil. An ounce of laudanum was 
sent up from the dispensary, and was placed above de- 
ceased’s bed. During the absence of the nurse from the 
hospital the deceased drank the laudanum. The jury con- 
sidered the nurse was highly censurable. 

Tae salary of Dr. Maclean, medical superintendent 
of the Holborn Infirmary at Highgate, has been increased 
from £300 to £350 per annum, 
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Correspondence. | 


“ Audi alteram partem.” 


“DEATHS AFTER ABDOMINAL OPERATIONS 
FROM HEART-CLOT.” 
To the Editor of THe LANCET. 

Srr,—In last week’s LANcET Mr. Thornton is pleased to 
inform your readers that I would have improved my position 
—whatever that may mean—had I stuck to pure Listerism 
in abdominal surgery. He shows in a table that his results 
overhead are a fraction better than mine, his being 10 67, 
while mine are only 10°76. He omits altogether the not un- 








drainage-tube in the very bad cases. He will have a very 
little more trouble for the first two days, and he may drain 
unnecessarily sometimes, bat he may also bring down his 
mortality from 10 67 per cent. to the hospital results of 2°56 
per cent. Surely this is something worth trying for; though 
even now, I dare say, nature may sometimes burst open the 
wound and draia for him, 

In concluding his letter, Mr. Thornton thanks Mr. Tait 
‘for the opportunity he has afforded him of demonstrating 
the superior results obtained by Listerism in ovariotomy and 
oéphorectomy.” I also have to thank Mr. Thornton for the 
opportunity he has afforded me of demonsirating that the 
antiseptic principle may be safely carried out without using 
carbolic spray, or, as he calls it, “‘ pure Listerism.” 

I owe an explanation to all the members of our profession 
for having taken no notice of an application made by one 





important fact that be mixes up cases done twenty years 
ago, when he was at school. and when everything *had to be 
learned about the surgery of the abdomen with the results of 
the last few years, when the difficulties that attended the 
early operations had mostly passed away. He may also be 
unaware of the fact that in my early cases are included all 
deaths from incomplete operations. It is true that it is now 
along time since I published apy of my results, for I am 
sick of ovariotomy statistics, especially of that sort with 
which Mr. Thornton treats us, and I daresay your readers 
also are. It is little to me whether my results are better or 
worse than those of others; it is much to me if I have a 
single death after an operation, except what may arise from 
some accidental or unforeseen cause. 

For once in bis life Mr. Thornton is wrong. I think that 
carbolic spray used in long abdominal operations is a useless 
ceremony and that it is sometimes a dangerous one, Before 
beginning ‘‘pure Listerism” the mortality attendiag my 
operations had gradually fallen. The resuits over fourteen 


years gave a mortality of 1 death in 7. Of the five years | 


before Listerism, the mortality had fallen to 1 in 104; of 
the last of these vears, to] in 21; and taking the last 26 
eases, the mortality was, or at the rate of, 3°84 per cent. 
Of 121 abdominal operations done with strict Listerism and 
with the utmost care, there were 8 deaths (6°61 per cent. ). 
There was surely nothing gained by this; no improvement 


of position here. Then in two cases a spray of boro-glyceride 


was used, one of these being a very bad operation, where 
the ovarian tumours and uterus were so welded together 
that the whole uterus had to be removed. I then went back 
to the old way, and did 45 cases without any spray and 
withont any death. If to these we add 26 cases, with 1 
death, done before beginning the spray at al), we have 71 
— without spray, and with only a single death, and 

e tumour removed was a malignant one. 

But to take a far better test. I have sent for the results 
of every operation done in the Royal Infirmary, extracted 
from the hospital books. These are in all 64 :— 


Spray Cases, 
Cured. Died. Total. 


SE ng ete oie tes MEE lone) Sug a 
Hysterectomy for fibroid ... 2 .. 0 ... 2 
Battey ... . 0 ee 


24 cases, with 4 deaths (16°66 per cent.) 
Boro-glyceride Spray. 
Cured. Died. Total. 


Double ovariotomy with } 0 1 1 
hysterectomy ... ... | ™ _ 
Hysterectomy for fibroid ... 1 a 


2 cases, with 1 death. 


No Spray. 
Cared. Died. Total. 


EE ae 
Hysterectomy for fibroids... 5 ... 0 .. 5 
Battey for fibroid... ... 1 0 l 


38 cases, with 1 death (2°56 per cent.) 


It seems i ne that these results have ‘“‘ reversed our re- 
spective x ons,” and that ‘pure Listerism” has treated 
my patients badly. 

I will now tel Mr. Thornton how be may improve his | 
position, as he calls it, or rather that of his patients. Let | 
him, for once, put his pride in his pocket, and use a | 


of their number for informa’ion. This is the first time that 
I have ever done so. I took no notice of Mr. Thornton's 


| letter tome. He knows wel! the reason why I can have no 


communication with him. Has he altogether forgotten that 
little circumstance that happened two or three year= ago? 
The apology that he long owes me has not yet come. 
l am, Sir, yours obediently, 
Edinburgh, Dec. 26th, 1882. THOMAS KEITH. 





To the Editor of Tue LANCET. 

Srr,—I have just read Mr. Thornton’s second letter, and 
as its purpose seems chiefly to show that he is a more success- 
| fal operator than either Dr. Keith or myself, I am not dis- 
posed to follow him in an argument so profitiless to your 
readers, I am writing away from home and therefore cannot 
| Say how much he wrongs Dr. Keith, but the figures he quotes 
| for myself are entirely wrong. They should be 312 cases, 
with twenty-six deaths, giving a mortality of 8-4 per cent. 
| Bat even if Mr. Thoraton’s figures were correct they prove 
| nothing, and his Jine of argument is, for himself, a very 
dangerous one. If Listerism is so essential to success, and 
| if with it he can get, even on his own showing, results only 
fractionally better than Dr. Keith and I get without it, there 
| must be some truth in what Dr. Taylor said at Worcester, 

| that ‘* Listerism is only a cloak for bad surgery.” 

In the many discussions which have taken place on this 
point, Mr. Thornton persistently igncres the point which 
seems to me of the greatest importance of all, the use and 

disuse of the clamp. 
| In the present edition of my book I give these figures as 

the result of my practice 


Cases. Deaths. Mort. per 


cent. 

Clamp, non-Listerian .. 36 ... 9 ... 25° 

| Clamp, Listerian . ae x Ge 
Ligature, non-Listerian... 209 ... 6 3° 
| Ligature, Listerian aes @ 66 
301 24 8 


| 

| It must be clear to every one that in a discussion of any of 
the numerous questions concerning ovariotomy, all statistics 
tain.ed with the murderoos mortality of the clamp must be 
omitted. When this is done my own figures show nothing 
in favour of Listerism ; and against Mr. Thornton’s ad- 
vocacy of it there is Mr. Wells’ condemnation (which no 
private conversations with Mr. Thornton cen qualify) and 
the fact that it bas been given up by Keith, Bantock, 
Savage, and myself. Mr. Thornten tells me that I have 
never been able to grasp or understand Listerism. The 
statement is rash, but perhaps true; my only appeal is to 
be let alone about it, and not have it dragged in on every 
possible occasion. Every death, according to Mr. Thornton, 
in the hands of an ovariotomist who does pot use Listerism 
is due to septicemia. Some day, perhaps, Mr. Thornton 
will tell us what his definition of septicemia is, and what 
his own patients die of. 

Only one other point deserves reply, and that is the history 
of the case which had been under Mr. Thoroton at the 
Samaritan Hospital. Sheis a very intelligent woman and 
| gave mea c'ear history, confirmed in its mein features by 
| ber medical attendant. She was sent to the Samaritan 
Hospital to havea tumour removed and Mr, Thornton de- 
clined to remove it on account of the risk. It was then 
about two-thirds of the size which it had reached when I 
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removed it, and its weight after removal was thirty-three 
pounds. It was not a ‘small fibroid enlargement of the 
uterus,” but a well-marked example of the soft cdematous 
myoma. If Mr, Thornton has yet to learn that this disease 
is not arrested at the menopause, then he can accept the 
other horn of the dilemma. If this had been an isolated 
instance of its kind I should not have made use of it, but I 
shall have an opportunity soon of entering further into this 
aspect of the question. I am, Sir, yours truly, 
LAWSON TAIT. 





ASSOCIATION OF FELLOWS OF THE ROYAL 
COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND. 
To the Editor of THe LANCET. 


Srr,—Do we want an Association of Fellows of the 
Royal College of Surgeons of England to consider ‘‘all 
questions affecting the interest of the Fellows and the 
government of the college?” I personally am not prepared 
to give a definite answer one way or the other. On the 
one hand, we have a Council whom we elect ourselves, who 
do not hold office for an indefinite time, and with whose 
action we are for the most part, I suppose, pretty well con- 
tent ; moreover, it has been clearly shown, even in later 
years, that the Council can be influenced by a powerfully 
expressed representation from the Fellows. On the other 
hand, it is no doubt a pleasant idea to bind the Fellows 
together into a body corporate, if that were possible, even 
if but little practical outcome came of such a union; as 
indeed the experience of the Convocation of the University 
of Lovdon would seem to render not improbable. But 

ranted, for the sake of argument, that such an association 
is advisable, I would protest against its being tacked on as a 
sort of appendage to the British Medical Association, to 
which it is in no degree germane, It is notorious that a 
considerable number of Fellows never attend the meetings 
of the Association, and that many would always be prevented 
from doing so owing to the time of year that its meetings are 
held. It is difficult to see how such an Association could 

ibly be representative; it is easy to understand how 
it might become cliquy, and therefore mischievous. If 
it is to be institated, it would surely be better to hold it 
in London, and at the same time that the election of 
Councillors and the Fellows’ dinner take place. Why 
should it not be held on the same day, or if that were 
impossible, on the day before or after the election ? 

I am, Sir, yours faithfully, 


Dec. 20th, 1882. RICKMAN J. GODLEE, 





ON 
EXAMINING THE SPUTUM IN LUNG DISEASES 
OR THE BACTERIA OF TUBERCLE AS A 
MEANS OF DIAGNOSIS AND PROGNOSIS, 
AND SOME REMARKS ON STAINING. 
To the Editor of Tue LANCET. 

Str,—I have lately used as a means of diagnosis of 
tubercle an examination of the sputum for tubercle bacilli 
in all my cases of lung disease where grounds for suspicion 
existed, and I have found such means of diagnosis very 
valuable, in many cases solving the question where ausculta- 
tion gave merely negative evidence. In two cases of appa- 
rently chronic pneumonia the discovery of bacilli in the 
sputum of one and not in the other led to a decided diagnosis 
and a variation of treatment, which was afterwards com- 
pletely established by the subsequent progress of the cases, 
for in the one decided symptoms of phthisis became estab- 
lished in one lung, and in the other the lung trouble com- 
pletely cleared up ; and if the theory concerning the existence 
and connexion between these bacilli and tubercle be correct 
‘we cannot too highly estimate the value of the means that 
the existence of these bacilli affords of forming a correct 
oe ae and a consequent prognosis, which is so anxiously 
looked for by the frieuds in these cases, I have used the 
methods of Ehrlich and Heneage Gibbes, but find the latter's 
method the easier to follow, and at present use that solely. 
I prefer, however, that the secondary staining be done in 
methylene blue instead of chrysoidine; the surrounding 





tissue is rendered more distinct, whilst the contrast between 
the red bacteria and the blue is greater than between the 
red and brown of the chrysoidine. 

I regret to say that when I first used either method my 
attempts were failures for a long time, and I began to 
almost give up in despair when it occurred to me that at the 
time the methods were described the weather was very 
warm, and I discovered that the cover-glasses when in the 
magenta solution should be kept at a temperature of 100° F. 
This I found ensured a uniform and deep crimson stain to 
the bacilli, so that in the sputa, examined previously with- 
out any result, I now found plenty of bacilli, and on obtain- 
ing fresh sputa I found them at once, The bacilli of 
putrefaction are not stained by this process, but inspecimens 
which have passed through the nitric acid process and been 
washed, the putrefactive bacilli may be well shown by 
staining with a solution of gentian violet, without affecting 
the tubercle baciiii—thus demonstrating the two kinds, and 
proving that they are not identical. I find also that for 
rapid work and purposes of diagaosis, the cover-glass may, 
after staining in methylene blue and washing in water, be 
dried at once over a spirit-lamp flame, and mounted ina 
solution of Canada balsam, in chloroform and benzole, and 
examined at once. I have specimens prepared in this way 
two months ago in which the bacilli can be easily discovered 
by any one, even if not an experienced observer. They 
may be clearly seen with a No. 6 Hartnack, or even a 
quarter-inch, and with the former the spherical bodies within 
them are easily distinguished. I thus dispense with the 
washing in absolute alcohol and drying in the air. It is 
also necessary that the washing after staining should be 
done with distilled water. I find the dyes obtained from 
Martindale are quite stable, and my preparations have not 
faded at all as far as I can judge. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
ENGLEDUE PrRIDEAUX, L.R.C.P. Lond., &c. 

Wellington, Somerset, Dec. 1882. 


THE DETECTION OF THE TUBERCLE 
BACILLUS. 
To the Editor of Tue LANCET. 

Sir.—In your issue of last week you publish a long and 
somewhat incoherent letter from Dr. G. A. Heron, in which 
he impugns the veracity of my statements with regard to 
the new stain I have brought out for the bacillus of tubercle, 
Most of the objections raised in his letter were mentioned by 
him at the Medical Society’s meeting, on the 4th of Decem- 
ber, and refuted by me to the entire satisfaction, I think, of 
all present, saving of course Dr. Heron. He has, however, 
now done me the honour to review the various papers I have 
published on this swbjeet, and to draw from them deductions 
not at all flattering to my truthfulness. I cannot allow these 
to pass without remark. Immediately after the meeting of 
the Medical Society, Dr. Heron appears to have called on 
Mr. Beck, the agent or salesman of the Badesche Anilin 
Fabrik, and he gives the result of his interview. On refer- 
ring to the price list of this company I find that they 
do not quote fuchsin in it; what then could they 
do when a customer asked for fuchsin, but sell him 
the nearest thing they had to it? Does this, how- 
ever, prove that fuchsin and magenta are the same? 
As to the use of these names on the Continent I can say 
nothing, but that they are used in the trade here to signify 
the same thing is not correct. Let Dr. Heron refer to the 
price lists of Messrs. Hopkins and Williams, Messrs, Jack- 
son and Co,, and Messrs. Becker and Co. He will there 
find magenta and fuchsin both quoted, the one (fuchsin) 
at double the price of the other. Does Dr. Heron suppose 
that firms of this standing are trying to defraud the public 
by selling the same substance under two names, and 
charging in the one case double what they do in the other? 
Dr. Heron admits in his letter that he knows nothiag of the 
chemistry of the anilin compounds. He is therefore probabl 
unaware that magenta is a very comprehensive term, an 
includes the hydrochloride, acetate, nitrate aud sulphate of 
rosanilin. Does Dr. Heron think that all these will 
stain the tubercle bacillus? If so I would advise him to 
make some original investigations into the subject; he 
will then be able to speak with some authority on the 
matter. 

The facts of the case are these : When Ebrlich’s method 
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was first published he mentioned fuchsin as the stain used, 
as well as methyl violet and gentian violet, By this 
fuchsin I understood the fachsin sold by Messrs. Hopkins 
and Williams, and Messrs, Becker and Co., and which I 
had used for a very long time for various staining purposes. 
I therefore mae the stain by the method given, and tried 
it. I certainly could see the bacilli, which I never could do 
by Koch’s method. But they soon faded, which was ex- 
actly Dr. Heron's experience, vide British Medical Journal, 
Oct. 14th, p. 735, where he says: ‘These anilin dyes 
are apt to fade very quickiy; they may illustrate 
markedly the presence of the tubercle bacilli at the 
first examination of a prepared specimen, and within 
twelve hours there may not be one of the organisms visible.” 
Upon this I determined to try to finl a better method, and 
for this purpose I made a very large number of experiments 
and at last succeeded in making a stain which will not fade 
and is easily used—applying the anilin oil to make a definite 
compound and vot for the sake of its alkalinity, as Ehrlich 
did ; using, also, a rosauilin salt and aot fuchsin, which is, 
I believe, a by-prodact in the manufacture of rosanilin. Dr. 
Heron says in bis letter last week, ‘‘I have repeatedly 
examined the bacillus under an ordinary jin, object glass, 
and with very ordivary London daylight as my only 
illumination,” 

In his account of Ehrlich’s method, published in the 
British Medical Journal, October 14th, page 735, he says, 
**a power of 500 diameter issuflicient.” If Dr. Heron is now 
using the same stain he did in August how does he account 
for this difference of opinion, that in August, he advised a 
?y in, object-glass to “ easily verify ” that which he can now 
see with a jin. ! At the Worcester meeting he told me he 
could see the bacilli with a }in., but that he required 
special illumination. If the specimens he made then were 
so ‘easily shown why did he not exhibit some at the 
Worcester meeting? In his account of Ehrlich’s process 
in the above-mentioned paper he states, ‘‘In the specimens 
I prepared in this way before the section of pathology at 
Worcester, the bacilli were seen in large numbers.” By 





whom were they seen? When I left the room everything | 


Was over, and there were only a few people there, 
and from the time the section opened in the morning until I 
went away, Dr. Heron had not shown a single specimen 
under the microscope. I exhibited there two specimens of 
the bacilli in sputum under precisely similar conditions. 
The one prepared by myself, the other after Ehrlich’s method 
by one of Dr. Koch's assistants, In mine the bacilli were 
very plain, in the other not one was to be seen, The power 
was one of Messrs, R. and J. Beck’s §°, economic ser‘es. 
In the Ehrlich specimen they could be seen by artificial 
light, For the rows of bead-like bodies I would refer Dr. 
eron to Mr. E. M. Nelson’s drawing published in the 
English Mechanic. 

In giving me a description of some preparations I sent 
him for examination, Mr. E, M. Nelson (who exhibited the 
specimens sent over by Dr. Koch to Mr, Cheyne at the 
various societies) says, ‘‘ They are by far the finest specimens 
I have ever seen, ‘The slide of sputum undera j, N. A. 
1.38 is a picture indeed. I could see the bacilli in that 
slide with a % and A eyepiece, with a 4 inch of 40° and A 
eyepiece they were readily seen. could bead them with a 
} of 95°.” 

Dr. Heron admits that his specimens have faded; now 
mine have not, and those I showed at Worcester are as 
bright as ever, while two slides that were ex to the 
daylight for over three months remain unaltered. 

in conclusion, I would refer to the experience of the large 
number of men in this country, who after using Ebriich’s 
method are now using wine. 

I am, Sir, very faithfully yours, 

Gower-street, Dec. 25th, 1882. HENEAGE GIBBES. 7 








NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE 
(From our ow Correspondent.) 


At ‘the last meeting of the Hexham Rural Sanitary 
Authority the subject of coroner's certificates of death came 
before the board. Dr. Maclagan, medical officer of health, 
called attention in his report to the fact that 124 per cent. of 
deaths were not registered by medical men, and the clerk 
said that coroners sometimes, without ascertaining the 


a conclusion themselves,” and that in one case which came 
under his observation the jury found he person died from 
heart disease, without hearing the doctor who was waiting 
to give his evidence. After some discussion on this im- 
portant matter, it was agreed by the board to send an 
extract from the medical officers report (Dr. Maclagan’s) 
to the Local Government Board. It is obvious that in a 
great many cases a non-medical coroner must give cer- 
tificates of the cause of death in cases of which he knows 
literally nothing ; and it is to be hvped that this action of 
the Hexham board may lead t# some good result at head 
quarters, or at least stimulate other boards over the country 
to ventilate the question of medical coroners, so long con- 
tended for by THe LANCET. 

The Backhouse memorial wing of the Sunderlend In- 
firmary has now been completed, and was formally opened 
on the 15th ult. For some time previous to 1879 it was 
felt that the additional accommodation was required at the 
infirmary, and the architect was instructed to prepare plans 
to meet the object in view. A new suite of bedrooms, 
kitchen. and other conveniences, were afterwards erected at 
a cost of £4000. Subsequently the work of erecting a new 
wing was vigorously pushed forward, avd in May, 1851, the 
forndaticn-stone was laid. In consideration of the warm 
interest taken in the institution by the late Mr. Edward 
Backhouse, it was resolved to commemorate his acts of 
charity by designating the new erection ‘‘The Backhouse 
Memorial Wing.” The new building is built on ground to 
the east of the institution, and its entire length is 185 feet, 
and its extreme width 52 feet. The new bui'd ng contains 
a large, well-lighted hall, operatieg theatre, patients’ 
wards, balconies, bath rooms, and lavatories, and is fitted 
with the latest scientific and savitary improvements. 

Considerable alarm is said to exist in Sunderland as te 
the present high rate of mortality, and the large amount 
of sickness existing in the borongh and suburbs. The 


| residents at the watering-place of Roker intend to ask the 


Government to send down an inspector to investigate the 
matter; but if the Roker people would insist on the 
thorough draining and cleansing of the main road leading to 
the place and its adjacent streets, it would in the mean- 


time be a prudent procedure. It requires no Government 
inspector to see what is apparent to every visitor—namely, 


that the avenue approach to Roker is little better than a 
swamp, and with every facility afforded by Nature for 
natural drainage, it seems something like perverseness 
and a courting of disease to keep stagnant water before 
the doors of many of the most tasteful and well-built 
houses, Let the Sunderland people, especially those re- 
sident in Monkwearmouth avd Roker, inspect their own 


| streets and roads, using common sense, and the inspection 
| will soon lead to a “‘ new departure,” sadly needed just 


| now in sanitary work, They will thereby strengthen and 


encourage their own medical officer of health in the 
measures he has so strongly and plainly indicated, as neces- 


| sary for the sanitary reform of the borough. 





The last severe whether, which came to a close about a 
week ago, must be remembered as most destructive to life. 
Here in the northern counties, at least, nothing in the way 
of winter for the last twenty years could be at all compared 
to it, speaking as to effects; and for this purpose, dis- 
regarding the thermometer, old and young, weak and 
strong, at times succumbed to the chilling blast, and were 
suffocated in the snow on lonely roads and moorland downs. 
When the thaw came bodies were found here and there all 
over the country ; even in the large towns the tramp, the 
waif, and I fear the drunkard, was found frozen to the 
ground. The death-rate may not show very much higher, 
but the amount of illness and deaths amongst the old has 
been very great. 

I hear that a Bill is lodged in the House of Lords to 
empower a company to bring, ‘‘ not coals,” but sea-water, to 
Newcastle. Considering that anyone wishing for sea-water 
here may go down in a very few mitiutes and have it pure 
from the German Ocean (and as for sea-air, we have often 
more than enough of it when it blows from the north-east), 
we are naturally not very much interested in the success of 
this scheme ; we do, however, require more facilities given 
for public bathing by baths aud washhouses, and this could 
be better aided by good soft water. 

In reference to the difficult abdominal operation of Mr. 
Jeaffreson, mentioned in my last letter, I fhear that the 
patient still continues to do well, and may now be {fairly 


cause of death from a medical man, came to ‘some sort of | considered out of danger. 





1140 Tue LANceET,] 


SCOTTISH NOTES.—BELFAST. 


[Dec, 30, 1882, 








SCOTTISH NOTES. 


(From our own Correspondent.) 





AnovuT six years ago a number of benevolent people ia 
Perth originated a home for incurables capable of accommo- 
dating some fifteen patievta. Though the building was 
scarcely so suitable for its new purpose as could have been 
wished, the directors were able periodically to report a con- 
siderable amount of good work done. The increasing 
demands for shelter in the institution being luckily accom- 
panied by a more robust subscription list, it was recently 
determined to acquire new and extended premises, and these 
have been secured at Ilillside, in a suburb of the town. To 
the former dwelling-house wings have been added at each 
end, and as a consequence room will be provided for twenty- 
five additional beds, It is expected that the new home will 
be completed by March next. While on medical grounds 
the crowding of hopeless cases has obvious disadvantages, 
there will always be a sufficient number of these dependent 
creatures willing to embrace the advantages of a well ordered 
establishment of this kind. I believe the entire medical 
charge of the patients has hitherto been in the hands of 
Dr. Stirling, a warm friend of the institation, but a b:oaden- 
ing of interest among the local profession might be suggested 
when the new buildings are opened. 

The local authority of Kircaldy bad the subject of hospital 
accommodation for infectious diseases recently brought under 
their notice by the Board of Supervision. It appears that in 
this increasing centre of trade there is at preseut no provision 
against an outbreak of fever, but steps are likely soon to be 
taken to remedy the defect, and a neighbouring proprietor 
has offered a suitable site for the new hospital. While 
welcomivg such increased interest in sanitary matters, the 
question arises whether this is anything like adequate re- 
cognition of the needs of the locality in hospital accommoda- 
tion, and if the present might not be a proper time for con- 
sidering the subject on a broader basis. There is perhaps 
no county in Britain, certainly none in Scotland, with a 
larger industrial population so inadequately provided for ia 
this respect. The coal fields of Fife furnish a large number 
of accidents yearly, and residents in that county do not need 
to be told how grievous have been the scenes in conveying 
m:-; of these sufferors across the Firth of Forth to the Edin- 
burgh Infirmary. It is aimost certain that lives have in this 
way been sacrificed, and if a movement were originated for 
one large or two smaller general hospitals for the whole dis- 
trict, public spirit would not be wanting in support of the 
scheme. The hospital near Cupar is not even saitable for 
that town, and its sitvation prevents its use by residents in 
the seaboard towns and mining villages. 

The amount aud the causes of illegitimacy in Scotland are 
frequently commented upon, and thus it is satisfactory 
tu "heow that a diminution, even though slight, appears 
during recent years to have set io. Mr. Seton, in a paper 
read before the Royal Society of Edinburgh a few days ago, 
was able toshow tbat during the past twenty years the per- 
centage of illegitimate births had fallen from 9-7 to 8°8 for 
the whole of Scotland, As England stands at 4’7 per cent. 
southern readers may think there is much room for further 
improvement with us, but I believe that a difference in the 
registration customs or laws has more to do with the matter 
than a more lax regard to the moral Jaw on the part of the 
Scotch. Certain of our rural districts are, indeed, so con- 
spicuously persistent in showing a high figure in these 
columns that the agricultural labourer must be branded as 
of most depraved character. The insular counties present 
the remarkable circumstance of a purely Scandinavian popu- 
lation with a low percentage of illegitimacy. 








, BELFAST. 
(From our own Correspondent.) 


THE avnual dinner of the Ulster Medical Society was 
- held in the Imperial Hotel. Belfast, on the evening of 
Thursday, December 7th. Tne chair was occupied by Dr. 
McKeown, Senator of the Royal University, who is Presi- 
dent of the Society for the present session ; and the vice- 








chair by Dr. Cuming, Professor of Medicine, Queen's College, 
Belfast. There was a good attendance of the local medical 
men, and some representatives from other parts of the pro- 
visce of Ulster were present who had come to a general 
meetiog of the North of Ireland Branch of the British 
Medical Association, held at the Royal Hospital on the 
same day. The usual toasts were given, aod the speeches 
on thie occasion were characterised by much good humour 
and cordiality. 

At present considerable changes are taking place in the 
Belfast Medical School, which, it is hoped, will tend to 


| strenzthen the very high position which it holds as one of 


the leading medical schools of Ireland. These changes have 
been occasioned principally by the fact that the new Royal 
University of Ireland (which bas taken the place of the 
Queen's) requires candidates for the medical degree to pro- 
duce ‘‘a certificate of having attended at a recognised mid- 
wifery hospital, where clinical instruction in midwifery and 
diseases of women and children is given, for a period of six 
months, or of having attended for six months at a midwifery 
dispensary where similar clinical instraction is given.” 
Further, the Senate recommends that students should avail 
themselves of opportunities of attendance on lectures on 
diseases of the eye, ear, and other special departments of 
medicine and surgery. ; 

Some thought that, as we have in Belfast one hospital for 
diseases of women, two for diseases of the eye, and two for 
diseases of children, as well as a skin hospital, a very good 
plan would be to amalgamate the special hospitals for 
teaching purposes, and to allow the students to walk the 
wards of these institations. However, at the annual meeting 
of the subscribers of the Royal Hospital, Belfast, held in 
November, it was decided, after a very long discussion, to 
establish two new departments, oue for diseases of women, 
and the other for diseases of the eye ; and ata —— of 
the general committee and life governors, held on Monday, 
Dec. 18th, Dr. Joseph Nelson was appointed Ophthalmic 
Sargeon, and Dr. Johan W. Byers Physician for Diseases of 
pe ap These gentlemen wi'l probably soon enter on their 

uties. 

The staff of the Royal Hospital is now larger than it has 
ever been before, and consists of four physicians, four sur- 
geons, a pbysician for diseases of women, an ophthalmic 
surgeon, an assistant physician, an assistant surgeon, and a 
surgeon dentist. There is a large number of students at the 
Royal Hospital this year, and a good many of the advanced 
men are attending the Belfast Ophthalmic Hospital ; while 
at the hospital for sick children, it is stated that there are 
thirty-seven students on the roll during the present session. 

There is some falling off in the number of first year 
medical students at Queen’s College this year owing to the 
cireumstance that candidates for the M.B. of the Royal 
University have to pass what is termed the “‘ First Uni- 
versity Examination ” before they enter, properly speaking, 
on their medical studies. As the subjects for this examina- 
tion are non-professional, and can be made up by private 
study, and as students are not admitted to this examination 
until after the lapse of one academical year from their time 
of matriculation, it is clear that many of those men who 
would under the old régime have taken rank as first year 
medical students this session, are waiting out until they 
pass this examination before commencing their purely pro- 
fessional studies. The present session may, indeed, be 
regarded as a period of transition due to the changes inaugu- 
rated by the Royal University. 

Some think that these requirements of the Royal Uni- 
versity will drive men back to other less severe examining 
boards ; but there can be no doubt that those (and their num- 
ber is an ever increasing one) who wish to enjoy the —. 
which a pest university degree confers will not object to 
the additional time and trouble spent in preparing for this 
examination. All lovers of education hope that the new 
Royal University will adopt a very high standard at their 
medical exami 








ADMIRALTY.—Fleet Surgeons David Wilson and 
George Frederick Augustus Drew have been placed on the 
Retired List of their rank.—-Cbe following mag 
have been made: Staff Charles C. ing to the 
Curacgoa ; Sargeon Archi M’Kinlay, to the Belleisle 
Surgeon Thomas Desmond Gimlette, to the Hector. 
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(From our Correspondent.) 





THE announcement is made that the German Government 
have prohibited the importation of American pork at the 
ports of Germany. This once more revives the question as 
to the relative danger of using American hog meat, and as 
I have watched the subject on this side for some years, I 
will offer your readers such facts as I have gathered. The 
common policy of all interested in the exportation of pork 
from the United S:ates is t» deny that trichine exist in 
American hogs ; this statement is generally endorsea by the 
newspapers, and even to some extent by Government 
bureaux. The many Chambers of Commerce throughout 
the country and those who deal in the article preserve a safe 
silence and inaction. Statistics therefore from such sources 
are not forthcoming, and the difficulty is great when an 
attempt is made te prove the truth of the various state- 
ments. The only reliable inspection of hog meat for 
trichinze which has beea made in the United States, 
was once made at Chicago under the auspices of the 
Board of Health by two microscopists, I believe about 
two thousand hogs were examined, the result being that 
eight per cect. were found infected with trichine. Such a 
high percentage certainly invited a closer coasideration of 
the subject, but no steps were afterwards taken either to 
prove or disprove the result of this siogle examination. 
Cases of trichino-is occur in the United States at rare 
intervals. The last cave brought t my personal notice was 
that of a family at Erie, Pa.. where « family of five persons 
was attacked. The attending physician attributed the 
trouble to typhoid fever, supposed to have been caused by a 
well, but Dr. Ed. W. Germer, the health officer of the city, 
solved the mystery by findiog trichinz in pork of which all the 
patientshad eaten. A portion of the psoas muscle was forwarded 
to me, and from sections made by myself I could display ten 
to twelve trichine in the field of the microscope at one time. 
The in question had been raised by the family, and it 
was clearly a case of trichinosis due to a native hog. 
Curiously, another pig had been raised in the same stye ; they 
had been fed with the same food, and reared under similar 
cenditions, loth were killed at the same time, when one 
was found to be infested with trichiow, while the other was 
perfectly free from that ite. A few weeks later, Dr. E. 
C. Wendt, of Hoboken, N.Y., reported the fatal termination 
of a case of trichiuosis, attended by Dr. W. T. Kudlich, of 
that city. In this instance a robust young married couple 
were attacked by trichinosis, the case of the womaa 
terminating fataliy. Dr. Kadlich stated that the disease 
was unmistakably traced to home produce. Ona this ocea- 
sion some interesting experiments and observations 
were made with the trichiow found in the unfortunate 
woman’s body. None were found encapsulated, but 
some had assumed the spiral form, or the preparatory 
stage, but the majority were free, and either stretched 
out or twisted at either extremity. Little pieces of the 
woman’s muscle were exposed to cold, and even frozen 
several times. After four days of sach exposure an 
examination found them quiescent ; but a. gradual elevation 
of the temperature to 100° F. caused them to show active 
motion, and ten days later these parasites were st?!] alive. 
Thirteen days after the death of the woman some of her 


mauscle was allowed to unde’ putrefaction, out the 
trichinee still lived. On the day following the autopsy some 
of the fresh muscle was teased, re Nebibtes 


ect, while concentrated solutions of both rapid) 
In carbolic acid they squirmed and wri 
before dying. Glycerine A net ee ee. 
A little muscle was submitted to arti 
placed in a suitable fluid and exposed 
body heat. The muscle 


active than they had 
ceased, but were renewed 
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g, a noteworthy 
fact of interest was observed, that the tiichine had grown, 
Dr. Wendt on this occasion made the observation on the 
diagnostic value of examining small pieces of muscle from 
accessible regions in patiem:s suspected of trichinosis. If 
the parasites were found, the evidence was of course incon- 
trovertible ; but he added, if vice rersdé, a conclusion could 
not be arrived at. In the present fatal case of trichinosis, 
small bits of the deceased woman's muscle were torn 
from the gastrocnemius and deltoid muscles; and while 
some specimens contained numerous parasites, others 
were found without them. In the diaphr«gm, intercostal 
muscle, and other well-known places of predilection, every 
examined specimen showed abundant parasites. In regard 
to the prevalence of trichinosis in the United States, medi- 
cal statistics cannot be relied on; as Dr. Satterthwaite, 
President of the New York Pathological Society, observes, 
although a vast amount of labour has been expended on the 
origin, clinical history, and treatment cf trichinosis, we have 
good reason to believe that it is seldom recognised during 
life, and even after death escapes notice, uoless the ex- 
aminer has bis attention specially directed towards the pos- 
sibility of its occurrence. Cases of trichinosis are certainly 
very often found in the dissecting-rooms and deadbouses. Dr. 
Carpenter's observation at the dead-house of the Bellevue Hos- 
pital has been that the encysted trichine are found more 
frequently in the pectoral muscles or the diaphragm than in 
the deltoids or the gastrocnemii. It is with tae Germans only, 
who persist in eating raw bam, that trichinosis is found ; others 
who thoroughly cook their meat appear to preserve im- 
munity from contagion. I believe the result of the Chicago 
examination of pork showing a percentage of 8 per cent. of 
infected pigs to apes unreliable as a test of the extent 
of the contagion among American hogs, and that if proper 
steps were taken to obtain trustworthy statistics a condition 
of American hogs could be shown which would inspire con- 
fidence for this stable article of food in foreign countries, 
I co not desire to discredit the work of the Chicago micro- 
scopists, but I maintain that a single test is valueless. What 
I desire to sxe is the result of daily examination carried over 
twelve months ; with such statistics a sound average could 
be presented. 

New York, December 2nd, 1582. 
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slide. During this period of experimenting 








C. MAC IVOR GOYDER, L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S. 

Our obituary, in reporting the death from typhus fever 
at Newcastle-on-Tyne,in his twenty-sixth year, on Dec. 16th, 
of Mr. Charles M. Goyder, surgeon, records the early close 
of a most promising and already distinguished career. Mr. 
Goyder was the ouly son of Dr. C. S. Goyder, of Spofforth, 
ia Yorkshire, who died when his son was only nine months 
old. In 1874 Mr. Goyder gained the medical scholarship of 
the University of Durham, and then began his studies in 
the College of Mediciae, Newcastle. He displayed at once 
not only great iadustry and application, but also talents of 
aa unusually high order. He carried off the medal in all 
the principal claxses, the Uharlton scholarship for medicine, 
and the Dickinson scholarship for proficiency in all subjects, 
the latter being the highest honour obtaivable by any student 
of the college ; in fact, he came to the front at the first, and 
maintained his lead throughout his curriculum, far abead of 
every student of his year. In 1878 he was selected junior 
house-surgeon to the Newcastle Infirmary, but before he had 
held that office eighteen months he became a successful 
candidate for the post of senior house-surgeon in the General 
Infirmary at Shefheld. He held that appointment for about 
a year, but always longed to be back to his own hospital, 
and when the post of senior house-surgeon me vacant, 
in 1880, Mr. Goyder applied for it, and was held ia such 
esteem by the qnedical staff and house committee that he 
was unan'mously appointed. He brought to the a 

of bis duties the same zeal and care which had always 
tingvished bim, and his coaduct in every respect was such 
as to him the esteem and regar! of everyone, whether 
= or subordinates. When he left the infirmary, 
a year ago, to take the practice of the late Dr. 
McLa he was presented by the nurses with a handsome 
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timepiece and by the students with an illuminated address, 
He acted as hon. sec. at one of the sections in the late 
Sanitary Congress at Newcastle. Mr. Goyder was a man 
of singularly amiable disposition and highly honourable 
character, equalied only by his modest and unassuming 
manners. It is much to be feared that this promising young 
surgeon, in under:aking the work and responsibilities of a 
large general practice, overtaxed his physical powers,already 
perhaps weakened by a long residence in hospitals, and 
thus fell an easy prey to infection caught from attending his 
first case of typhus. He was carefully attended in his illness, 
which lasted just fourteen days, by his friends Drs. Arnison 
and Dixon, and was frequently visited by many of his 
numerous medical friends. 


Medical Telus. 


UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE. — The following have 
passed the third examination for the 4.5. degree :— 

Fimst Ciass.—Brinton, B.A., Downing ; Fuller, B.4., Gonville and 
Caius ; Harrison, M.A., Ciare; Richardson, M.A., King’s; Sheild, 
Downing. 

SEeconp Ciass.—F. J. Allen, B.A., St. John’s; Bullar, B.A., Trinity ; 
Ballar, M.A., Trinity ; Driver, M.A., Christ’s ; Hewitt, B.A., Christ’s ; 
Holthouse, M.A., Trinity; Newnham, M.A., Gonville and Caius ; 
F. F. Schacht, Trinity ; Swift, B.A., Gonville and Caius ; Vos, B.A., 
Christ's. 








Royat Cottecr or SURGEONS IN IRELAND. — 
At examinations held on the 11th inst. and following days, 
the undermentioned candidates obtained the diploma in 


Surgery of the College :— 

Arthur Cottew, Michael Cleary, Thos. B. Clune, Walter W. S, Corry, 
John Craig, Francis J. Cruise, Cornelius Daly, Michael O'F. Dolphin, 
Percy J. Drought, James E. Fitzgibbon, John W. Gormley, Francis 
B. Hawes, George B. Heffernan, David W. Kennedy, Richard T. 
King, Thomas Lane, Edward E. Lennon, John J. Lyons, Hercules 
8. Miles, Hy. J. O’Brien, Denis M. O'Callaghan, John J. O'Hagan; 
Peter J. O'Reilly, Francis F. Peet, Francis E. Pim, Alfred E. W. 
Ramsbotham, George P. Ridley, James D. Ryan, George P. Torney, 
George A. Walpole, William H. Waterfield, Robert Wright. 


University of Dustin. — The following degrees 
were conferred last week :— 

BACHELOR IN SURGERY.—-William Hallaran Bennett, Joseph Bulfin, 
William Alex. Carte, Francis Richard Cassidy, Arthur Wellingten 
Fenton, Jobn William Gowland, George Marshall Lloyd-Apjoha, 
Francis Albert de Thierry Moniliot, Henry William Peard, Angus 
Mayberry Whitestone. 

Ba°cHELOR IN MEDICINE.—John Armstrong, Francis Richard Cassidy, 
Eugene Cormack, Richard Geo. Hanley, Arthur Wellington Fenton, 
John Fitzgerald, Dionysius William Freeman. 

MasTex IN SURGERY.—Charles Gorman, 

Doctor In Mepictve.—Charles Gorman, Edward Gordon Hull. 

LACENTIATE IN MEDICINE.—Joseph Patrick Finegan. 

LICENTIATE IN SURGERY.—Joseph Patrick Finegan. 


ApoTHecaries’ Haru. — The following gentlemen 
the examination in the Science and ce of Medi- 
cine, and received certificates to practise, on Dec. 21st :— 
Cuffe, Robt. Ernest Gilhurst, Woodhall Spa Villa, Lincolnshire. 
Davidson, Hugh Morgan, Aldeburgh, Suffolk. 
Dent, Harry Lord Richards, Wood-street, Woolwich. 
Griffin, Richard Palk, Padstow, Cornwall. 
Lyons, Thomas, Brompton-road. 
Wingrave, Vitruvius Harold W., Torrington-square. 
The tlemen also on the same day passed the 
Primary Examination :— 

Robert Holloway, St. Thomas's Hospital; James Howard Clarke, 
Charing-cross Hospital; Wm. Thos. Rees and William A. Wetwan, 
London Hospital; Wm. Stanley N. Shorthouse, Guy’s Hospital. 
THE m has presented six birch lounge chairs, 

provided with shifting backs and soft crimson covered 
cushions, to Netley Hospital, for the use of the invalids in 
that establishment. 


by the President of 


Ph... ‘ Roya INFIRMARY pe me ise 
fen adatathe codaste te eae 


infirmary. The effort resulted in the collection of nearl 
£6000 for the purpose, With this sum a substantial build. 
ing has been erected at the rear of the Portland-street wing 
of the hospital, and was last week occupied by its full com- 
plement of inmates, Accommodation has been provided for 
the lady superintendent, the home sister, and seventy-seven 
nurses, each having a separate bedroom. 


THE ball recently ,held «.t West Hartlepool in aid 
of the Hartlepools Hospital was financially a success, | 
fully equa! to expectations, The gross proceeds amount 
to filty guineas. 


Bequests TO Trish Hosprraus.—Miss Sarah Peter, 
£100 to Adelaide Hospital; Mr. R. M‘Quiston, £100, and Mr. 
Robert M’Geah, £100, to the Belfast Royal Hospital. The 
Board of Stearne’s C.:-zity, £60 to St. k’s Ophthalmic 
Hospital, Dublin. 


OVERWORK of the railway officiais seems my to 
have been the chief cause of the co/lision at Cowlairs Jane- 
tion in Scotland on the 16th inst. The men im charge of one 
of the trains had been on duty for seventeen hours and a 
half, those of the other for nearly seventeen hours. Some 
means must be found of ensuring that good dividends are 
not made at the expense of public safety. 


THE body of Captain Lopes, who died from typhoid 
fever in Egypt, was brought home in the Lusifania trans. 
port, which arrived at Portsmouth on Wednesday with 
reserve men and invalids, upwards of 900 in number, in- 
clusive of a few officers. No deaths occurred during the 
voyage. The late officer's brother arrived to take charge of 
the remains, which were taken to Meiksham, Wilts, for in- 
terment. 


Roya, Mepicat BeNrEvoLent CoLiecr. — The 
general meeting of governors which was swnmoned for 
Wednesday, Dec. 20th, for the purpore of making certain 
alterations in the by-laws affecting the school, failed for want 
of the attendance of a sufficient number of governors to form 
a legal quorum. Much disappointment was ex by 
those present at the want of interest in the important busi- 
ness to be transacted, shown by the paucity of attendance, 
Eventually the meeting was adjourned to Wednesday 
Jan. 10th, at 4 o'clock, 


South Lonpon Scnoot or PHARMAcY. — The 
following are the successful competitors at the examinations 
held last week at this school :—Senior Chemirtry : no 
awarded, Junior Chemistry: Mr. Parker (medal), aod Mr, 
Oldershaw (certificate). Betany: Messrs Pridmore (medal) 
and Harvey (certificate). Materia Medica: Messrs. Armstrong 
{medal) and Oldershaw (certificate). Pharmacy : Messrs 
Oldershaw (medal) and Johnson (certificate), Extra certifi- 
cates were gained by Messrs. Burton, Horsefield, Hurcombe, 
Austin, Arnott, and W, Kinson. 
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BENNETT, RecrnaLD Henry Kemp, L.R.C.S.L, has been appointed 
Surgeon to the Grenfell Hospital, New South Wales. 
Bruce-Ciarke, M.A., M.B.Oxon., F.R.0.S., haa been 
to the patient Department of St. Doc's" Hoapttoh 


Out 
for 
TH M.R.C. TRA teed. bee been species Ben 
"Or og Oe ag oe ag Destitute 


ee remy te F.R.C.S., has been appointed Surgical Registrar 


PPD tat Ogle Seah a 


GREA Hewry, L.S.A. has been Medical Officer 
of Health for the Ashbourn Urban Sanitary 


ALL, 
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Kersuaw, Huon, L.R.C.P_Ed., RECS, ie 
Medical Officer to the Leeds Pablic Dispensary, vice 
ay Tt, MB., C MEd, rear beac: ore dog + nary 
Inanda Division of the County of Victoria, Nata’, South 


MaGvuire, ey M.D.Lond., has been appointed Pathological 
to the Manchester Royal Infirmary, vice A. H. Young, 
Edin., F.R.C.S., resigned. 


Maxson, Rican ©, MRCS, LR.C.P., has been appointed Pi Public 

Vi for the Darlington District of the Darlington U 

SERIEaANT, GrorGe, M.R.C.S., has been appointed oe ley Officer 
oe the Sixth District and the Workhouse of the Launceston Union, 


ARTAUR Quarry, M.D., B.S.Lonc., M.R.C.S., has been 
Pathologist and Curator to St. Mary’s Hospital, vice 


L.R.C.P.Ed., has been appointed 
to the Yarra Bend Lunatic 


been appointed Resident 


Surra, WiLtiaM Beatriz, F.R.C.S., 
Medical Superintendent 


Asylum, Melbourne. 
Epw. Tutt, M.R.CS., L.S.A.Lond., has been appointed 
ag oy = Registrar to the North-Eastern 
‘Hospital for Children, vice W: 
Water, T. H., L.R.C.P. Lond., wate. Base Cots Supetens Decitent 
Medical Ofticer to tne City of London Hospital for Diseases of the 
o Chest Victoria-park, vice L. Hamphry, M.B., resigned. 

EST, JOHN ARTHUR, M.R.C.S., has been appointed House-Sargeon 
to the North-Eastern Hospital for Children, vice Dalton, whose 
appointment has expired. 

Witcox, Henry, M.B., M.R.C.S., has been appointed Sargeon to the 
Woolwich wich District of the London Steamboat Provident Society. 
Younc, ALFRED Harry, aed Rok M.B.Edin., bas been 
Medical and 5 1 Registrar to the Manchester Royal 


Pirths, Marriages, and Deaths. 


BIRTHS. 


ee te at Moonta, South Australia, the wife of 
Sasiiy acts, of 2 oon, 











PR mrt, inst., at Camberwell New-road, the wile of 
Sending Arete LROPL: of a daughter. 
CaRNne-Ross.—On the 2ist inst., at Shian Lodge, Penzance, the wifs of 
Joseph Carne-Rose, M.D., F.R.C.P.Ed., tate Lieut. 73rd Regiment, 
& son. 
POC eee Aas Te Sind fon, 0 


Shorneliffe Camp, 
of Surgeon-Major W. Ffolliott, Ae ‘Medical Soules ats 7 


McDOoNALD.—On the 2ist inst., wt tee) Southall, Middlesex, the 
wife of George Brace McDonald, M.D. ,» of a son. 


REEVE.—On the 13th inst., at 24, White Horse-lane, Stepney, the wife 





MARRIAGES. 
DvuKE—VERDON.—On the 19th inst., at Sere fae, Seem, 


Sargeon-Major Olliver ver T. Duke, Beluchistan Political A 
pe geen Fb agg A H. B. Verdon, MLA, of 


late H Wheeler, 
Thien weanhesss mt 
aes Sey eS A Lond. 
the late Gooke Rac’ cf middtidge Grange, ay egy ee 
a pe at Meerut, E I. 
vil Surgeon, to Catherine Eiuih, dangbter 


» Civil 
Liout-Col! A. i. Birch, B.5.0. 


if 





DEATHS, 


MacLeax.—On the 19th at the Royal Hospital, Netley, 
eee en 
en Brighton, in his his 76th year. ane 


Suna 


Phillips Payson White, 





BOOKS ETC. RECEIVED. 





BLack woop, W., & Sons, Edinburgh & London. 
The Regulations of the Old Hospital of the Knights of St. John 
at Valetta. By the Rev. W. K. R. Bedford. 
Cuatro & Winpvus, London. 
Chapters on Evolution. By Andrew Wilson, Ph.D., F.RS.E. 
Second Edition. pp. 382. With 259 lilustrations. 


CHURCHILL, J. & A., London. 
— on the Detection of the Acid« usually met with in Analysis. 


Por the use of eapenahety Students. By J. W. James, 
Ph. D. Jena. 
The ange iy after Amputations of large and small Hos- 


tals, and the Influence of the Listerian System upon such 
fovetitey, By Henry C. Bardett. pp. 41. 

Nerve Vibration and Excitation as Agents in the Treatment of 
Fanctional Disorder and Organic Disease. By J. Mortimer 
Granville, M.D. pp. 128. With Illustrations. 

— of the Spine and Spinal Cord without apparent Mechani- 

cal Lesion, and Nervous Shock in their Surgical and Medico- 
—, eas By Herbert W. Page, M.A., M.C. Cantab. 


pp. 3 
rieivations of Clinical ee. By Jonathan Hutchinson, 
F.R.S8. Fase. XV. Plates 55— 


Hoaeis, nae & Co., Dablin. Ae Sha & Co., London. 
The Medical Language of St. Luke. By the Rev. W. K. Hebart, 
LL.D. pp. 305. 
Kecan Pact, Traencu, & Co., London. 
The Garden of Fragrance. Being a Translation of the Bostén of 


Sadi, from the ° original Persian into English Verse. By G. 8. 
Davie, M.D. pp. 

Man before Metals. » Professor N. Joly. pp. 365. With 148 
Illustrations. 


Livexestone, EK. & S., Edinburgh. Bai.iitar, TinpaL., & Cox, 
Lundon. 


The Student's Handbook of Forensic Medicine and Medical 
Police. By H. Aubrey Husband, M.B., C.M. Fourth and 
Revised Edition. pp. 604. 
Lonomans, Green, & Co., London. 
Introduction to Latin Prose Composition, with Hints on Latin 
Writing and Periodic Style. By R. M. Mijlington, M.A. 
Rein, ANDREW, Neweastle-on-Tyne. E. Stanronp, London. 
Harness as it bas been, as it is, and as itshould be. By John 
Philipson. With Remarks on Traction and the use of the 
Cape Cart. By Nimshivich. pp. 80, with [ustrations. 
SIMPKIN, MARSHALL, & CO., London. 
A Handbook a the Low of © a Ligating. By A. P. Poley, 
B.A., and F. Dethridge. pp. 96. 
Surry, Eiper, & Co., London. 
A System of Sargery, Pathological, Diagrstic, Therapeutic, and 
on By Samuel D. Gross, M_D., LL.D., &. Sixth 
Edition, thoroughly revised and greatly improved. In Two 
Vols. pp. 1193-1178. With upwards of 1600 Engravings. 
Notes from Sick Rooms. By Mrs. Leslie Stephens. pp. 52. 
The Dew e Pin Treatment of Nerve Prostration and Hysteria. 
b. Playfair, M.D. pp. 92. 
Vait, J. H., & Co., New York. 
Morphology of the Animal Body in Health and 
Disease. By C. Heitzmann, M.D. pp. 84, with 330 original 
Lilustrations. 


aRD, Lock, & Co., London. 
Common-sense Clothing. By Edith A. Barnett, Lecturer to the 
National Health Society. pp. 150, with Lilustrations. 
Woop & Co., New York. Sampson Low & Co., London. 
Studies in Pathological Anatomy. By F. Delafield, M.D. 
pp. 125, with 93 Plates. 
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METEOROLOGICAL READINGS. 
(Taken daily at 5.30 a.m. by Steward’s Instruments.) 
THE LaNCET OrFice, Dec. 28th, 1882. 




















Barometer) Direo- Solar 
Date aioe tion Wet | Radia | pomp, | Min. | Rain| Remarks at 
—_ of Balb| in | Temp) fall 80am 
32° F. | Wind. Vacuo.| 
Dec. £2 | 2983 W. | 39 | 38 ° 45 | 35 | .. | Overcast 
» 2) 268 |N.W.| 41 | 39 - 45 35 | C4 Cloudy 
o»  24| 20°76 W. | 36 | 35 ° 47 31]. Bright 
» 2%) 20°58 WwW. |; 38 | 44 54 34 | 07 | Overcast 
o 26) 2045 |S.W.| 51 | 5O 55 42 | ‘50 | Raining 
» 27| 2045 | W. | 55 | 54 - # | 47 | 24) Rain'ag 
» 28) 2069 W. | 55 | 53 37 51 | 06 Cloudy 




















Medical Diary for the ensuing Week. 


Monday, Jan. 1 


Roya Lonpo\ OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, MOORFIELDS.—Operations, 
10} A.M. each day, and at the same hour. 

Royal WESTMINSTER OPHTHALMIC HosP1TaL.—Operatioas, 1} P.M. each 
day, and at the same hour. 

METROPOLITAN FREE HospiTaL.—Operations, 2 P.M. 


2PM 
Marx's Hosrita.. 2 P.M.; on Tuesday, 9 a.m. 





Tuesday, Jan. 2. 


West Hosprral. —Operatione, 8 P.M. 
Roval INSTITUTION.—3 P.M. Professor Tyndall, “On Light and the 


PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.—8.30 P.M. Annual General Meeting 
for Election of Ufficers.— ollo: 


re Id ‘animal Rickess Cryséalline Deposit 
ia Ducts of an Ox (card specimen). , 


Wednesday, Jan. 3. 


NaTIONAL ORTHOP ZDIC HosPiTaL.—Oparations, 10 a.m. 
MIDDLESEX HospPiTAL. 1P.M. 
Sr. BaRTHOLOMEW'S HOSPiTAL.—Operations, 1} P.M., and on Saturday 


at the same r. 

Sr. Taomas’s HospirtTaL.—Operations, 14 P.M., and on Saturday at the 
same , 

Sr. Mary's HosprtaL.—Operations, 1} P.M. 

Lonpon ee Sha ani on Thursday and Saturda: 
at the same hour. 


Great NorTHERN HosprtTaL.—Operations, 2 p.m. 
‘AN FREE TAL FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN.—Operations, 


P.M. 
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HosriTaL.—Operatiogs, 2 P.m., and on Saturday 
dg bour.—Sin Department: 1.45 P.M., and on Saturday at 
aM. 


TOLOGICAL SocrETY OF LONDON.—7.15 P.M. Council Meeting.— 
8 P.M. Mr. Percival Gordon Smith, “On the Planning and Arrange- 
ment of Hospitals for Infectious ai 


Thursday, Jan. 4. 


Sr. Gzorce’s HospPiTaL.—Operations, 1 P.M 

Sr. BARTHOLOMEW's HosPiTaL.—1} P.M. sper Consultations. 

CHARING-CROSS ‘AL. ions, 2 P.M. 

CanTeaL Lonpon OpaTHaLmic Hospital. —Operations, 2 P.M., and op 
Friday at the same hour. 

HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN, SOHO-SQUARE.—Operations, 2 P.M, and on 

; Monday at the same bour. 

Norre-West Lonpon Hospita.—Operations, 2) P.M. 

a oe ON.—3 P.M. Professor Tyndall, “On Light and the 


BaRveian Socrety.—Dr. Morten, ‘On a Success’ul Case of Raptured 
Perineum.”—Mr. Noble Smith, “On Lateral Curvatare of the 
Spine (with specimens).” 

Friday, Jan. 5. 

Sr. Gzonor’s Hosprrat.—Ophthalmic Operations, 1} P.M. 

Sr. THomas’s Hospitat. thalmic Operations, Po 

RovalL Souta Lonpon OpaTHatMmic Hoserral.—Operations, 2 p.m. 

Kine’s COLLEGE Ll. 2 P.M. 


; f Saturday, Jan. 6. 


ems } nace Mesreras Operations, 1PM. 
IystiTUTiON. 


SS nm. Protenee treet “On Light and the 








Hotes, Short Comments, and Anstoers to 
Correspondents, 


[t is especially requested that early intelligence of local events 
Mota o maditat intereet, or which t-te desirable to bring 
seoelen SA ROS RS Ey ney gee ee eee 


Letters relating to the publication, sale, and ad 

departments of THE cET to be addressed ‘‘To 

Publisher.” 
THE MELBOURNE MEDICAL SCHOOL. 

CERTAIN changes have been, or are about to be, made in the medical 


C. T.—A paroxysm of auditory vertigo is a fanctional disturbance, and 
no pathological changes in the nerve centres are known to attend it. 
THE TREATMENT OF CYSTIC BRONCHOCELE. 

To the Editor of Tas Lancer. 

Sir,—In thanking “ Chirurgus” for the light which his experience of 
cases of cystic bronchocele has enabled bim to throw over my want of 
success in the Mackenzie method, followed by me in the case reported, 


| 
i 
f 
i 


vol. ii., p. 384), in discussing the treatment of cystic bronchocelé, says, 
“4 of perchio ride of iron hes been found useful, subject to the 
risk of considerable mative, suppuration, and pyemia.” Or, 
again, Holmes (Principies and Practice of Surgery, third edition, p. 889), 
= seers simply mentions “asolation of perchloride of 

Jadging from the use of perchloride of iron in cases of post-partum 
bemor hage, it would seem that, although not free from danger, the 
rare rte Plater Biplane conrad 8 weg 
strength) is not altogether guilty of the impated to it as a thera- 
peutic agent in another condition (I a'low in the former for a relaxed 


ul 
Hi 
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Owing, however, to the activity of the suppurative process 
(now established, fifth day) free incision into the cyst was sugzested, 
bat the condition of the patient and the remonstrance of the friends at 
this date forbade further surgical interference. And this prompts me te 
remark that the dictates of duty, no matter how strong, in country 
practice are rendered sabservient, and therefore secondary, to public 
sentiment by virtue of reason being but the tardy handmaid of 
full of superstition and prejudice, aad to depart from the too 
pursued policy of “ temporising” is but to rather than to inspire 
the pablic confidence ; hence thes Be 

I am, Sir, yours faithfully, 

December 4th, 1832. i it ain 8. A, Surra. 
P.S.—I might mention that free drainage is not hinted ut in Dr. 
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the Four Gospels. Amongst surgeons may be mentioned the late Mr. 
4. F. South, who, it is not generally known, was the author of “The 
Church Catechism with Scripture P.oofs,” by a Layman, 
PHYSICIANS PRESCRIPTIONS. 
To the Editor of Tae Lancet. 
Sin,—Would you be good enough to give me your opinion on the 
following question :— 
Some six months ago my doctor gave me a prescription, which he told 


me could only be made up at a certain chemist’s, I had the medicine 
made up, and with an excellent effect. Being cured, my doctor sent me 
in his bill—£15 for thirty visits—and I at once sent him a cheque. This 
week, being in need of the same medicine, I take the old prescription to 
thé chemist’s, and ask them to make it up. This they refase to do on 
the ground that my doctor had forbidden them to dispense it without 
dis sancticn. I apply to my doctor, and he writes me that those are his 
orders to the chemist, and that each time I require that medicine I can 
only obtain it by first applying to him for an order. I do not care to be 
Se ee nee See 
decline to make up a prescription he has already dispensed. 

whether a doctor has the right to order a chemist not to dispense any 
particular prescription of his! I paid my doctor 10s. for that prescrip- 


10s. 
tion, and contend that it is my property, not his; and that I am free to 
have it made up every day if I cho-se. What do you say? 
I am, Sir, yours, &<, 
December 21st, 1832. INQUIRER. 
*,* A medical man is at liberty to make his own terms us to attendance, 


Navy only. Mr. Robert M‘Cormick, F.R.C_S. Eag., who took chacge of 
an open boat expedition up Wellington Channel in search of Sir John 
Franklin, is living at Wimbledon, and is upwards of eighty years of 


age. 
CINCHONA BARK. 
To the Bditor of Tum Lancet. 
Six,—I shall be glad if you could, through your inflgential journal, 


‘Tax letter of Dr. Struthers on Scotch qualifications, as well as several 
other commanications, are unavoidably held over till next week. 


To the Editor of Taz Lancer. 
S1n,—Wouldany of the readers of Tur Lancer give me the benefit of 
‘their experience in the following case :— 








i). W.—Southey, the post, and Sir Walter Scott had a very high 
opinion of the late Dr. Robert Gooch, who was born at Great Yar- 
mouth, the birthplace also of Sir James Paget. Dr. Gooch’s second 
wife was a sister of Mr. Benjamin Travers, President of the College 
of Surgeons, not his daughter. Dr. Gooch was the first medical man 
appointed Librarian to the Sovereign. The late Mr. Pettigrew, 
surgeon to Charing-cross Hospital, was Librarian to the Duke of 
Sussex, 

Bibliopole.—There is a very good American medical biography in two 

volumes, 8vo, by Dr. James Thacher, containing several portraits ; 

Hatchinson’s Medical Biography; Pettigrew’s Medical Portrait 

Gallery; Biographie Universelle; Dictionnaire de Biographie. 

Consult Mr. Chatto, Librarian of the College of Surgeons, or Mr. 

Wheatley, of the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society. 


THE MEDICAL PROFESSION AND LIFE ASSURANCE OFFICES. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancet. 

Sir,—Many times I have been applied to by various insurance offices 
for my professiona! opinion upon the eligibility of the life of a proposer. 
I have invariably declined to reply unless my fee of one guinea was 
guaranteed. May I ventare te suggest to you, as the Editor of our 
leading medical journal, that the offices which treat us honourably by 
paying for our skill should in justice to them be particularised in some 
way, as, for instance, by an asterisk being appended to the uames of 
such offices; inasmuch as they honour us, we should honour them. A 
list in the index page of “ General and Official Announcements” in Tuk 
LANcRT, and a like notice in Messrs. Churchill's Directory would suffice. 
The presence of such asterisk would sufficiently indicate those offices to 
whom we could safely reply, knowing that we should be paid for our 
profession: opinion.—I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Kennington-park, December 19th, 1882. GpBorce FowLer. 
*,* A similar suggestion to that contained in the above letter has been 

made before, but is difficult to carry out. Very few of the respectable 

assurance companies now, however, refuse a fee for a professional 
opinion, though the tariff varies considerably in different offices.— 

Ep. L. 


Depilatory.—-Preparations known as depilatories simply destroy the 
hairs as they grow above the surface cf the skin. To get rid of hairs 
permanently their rgots must be destroyed, and to do this effectually 
without leaving scars, recourse must be had to operations varying in 
nature according to the site and character of the hair to be removed. 

Mr. C. van Biema.—It could be procured through any instrument 
maker. 


Dubitans.—Medical pass-lists are inserted when sent to us officially. 


“SALICYLATE OF SODA IN SCARLATINA.” 
To the Editor of THE \UANCET. 

Sre,—Like Mr. Couldrey, I have tried salicylate of soda in persons suffer- 
ing from scarlatina, and have faycied it did good. 1 have also given it to 
all persons in communication with the paticnt, and to those in the house 
unprotected by previous attack, and have, as yet, always appeared ‘o pre- 
vent the disease spreading. I have tried it thus, fifteen grains every four 
hours, in three different families, the first of which was the most striking 
Tt was ix the family of a fishmonger, where the parents and four 
children slept in two adjoining rooms. One of the children was attacked 
by scarlatina, and in less than a week a second took it. There was mo 
possibility of absolute isolation, but I put the other two children on com- 
parative doses of salicylate of soda, whilst the parents took none, having 
previously had searlatina. Both parents and one child had sore-throats for 
two or three days, but the other child never appeared to suffer in any way. 
This end other instarces may be cases of post hoe ergo propter hoe, but 
made sorae impre «ion upon the patients’ friends, and may interest some of 


: 


your 5 I am, Sir, yours, &c., 
Upper Montagu-street, Montagu-square, W., Amuanp Rovura, M.D. 
Dec, 27th, 1982. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 


Str,—A more extensive with the above hes satisfied me 
that it is a very valuable medicine if used early and with sufficient power. 
It seems to modify the throat and nasal symptoms. The dose had 
better be left to the judgment of the practitioner. In my letter to THE 
Lancer of the 16th inst., ‘seven cases” should read “ soveral cases.” 

I am, Sir, yours faithfully, 

Scunthorpe, Brigg, Dec. 26th, 1832. JaMEs COULDREY. 
4 Member.—We believe the Museum of the College of Surgeons will be 

re-opened next month. 

Mr. F. W. England.—May 20th and July ist. 


“ APOMORPHIA IN CASES OF POISONING.” 
Teo the Editor of Tuk Lancet. 








end not himsel*. as I stated last week in your journal. 
oblige by kiodly inseriing this erratum. 
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¥OTES, COMMENTS, AND ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. (Dec. 30, 1882, 








BONE-SETTING. 
WE have received a communication on the above subject from a corre- 
spondent in Belper, who has not appended his name. 


G. S.--The Catalogues of the Museum of the College of Surgeons have 
been compiled by several distingcished men, as Owen, Paget, Morris, 
Parkes, Taylor, Lowne, Stanley, Flower, Huxley, &c. 


HAMAMELIS VIRGINICA.—REMOVAL OF SUPERFLUOUS 
HAIRS.—PARASITE OF THE MOUSTACHE. 


To the Editor of THE LANCET. 


Str —Several vecent communications in THs LANCET on the subjects 
above noticed induce me to send you the following. 

Hamamelis virginica is an indigenous Amerizan shrub, growing chiefly 
an ie Rew Reset ee. It has been used by the laity as a domestic 
remedy in various complain:s since very early times. It was first noticed 
in regular medicine by Dr. Fountain in 1848 (New York Journal of Medi- 
cine), and a year later by Dr. N. 8S. Davis (Transactions of the American 


“CLOAK ROOMS FOR LADIES.” 
To the Editor of THE Lanczt. 
Sir,—With your permission I should like to inform 


suai beioant etteh eanacnnieata eaemaien ean ete 
common in London as they ars in the large continental cities. To show 
how much these cloak rooms are I may mention that there 
are often over 100 women in the female in the 


ERRaTUM.—In Mr. Croudace’s note on Eczoma last week, page 1105, for 
“* liq. pot. brom.,” read “liq. pot. arsen.” 

COMMUNICATIONS not noticed in our present number will receive 
attention in our next. 

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, &c., have been received from—Sir Henry 
Thompson, London ; Dr. Keith, Edinburgh ; Dr. Broadbent, London 
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Post FREE TO 4NY PART OF THE UNITED KINGDON. 
One Year... £1 12 6 | Six Months .....2016 8 
TO CHINA AND INDIA 2.2000 s0ecceseeseeee One Year, 116 16 
To THE COLONIES AND UNITED Statzs.. Ditto, 114 6 
Post Office Orders should be addressed to JoHN Crort, Taz Lancet 
Office, 423, Strand, London, and made payable at the Post Office, 
Charing-cross. 
Notices of Births, Marriages, and Deaths are charged five shillings. 
Cheques to be crossed ‘ London and Westminster Bank.” 
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Asylums ites and the Hospital Com- 
Adkinoon, Dr. Fon the cause or cause of 
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Beifaet Medical Schoo!, 632 


——_, co-reaponde 

Belladonna, pol<oning by, 602, 691, 732; and its 
alkaloids, medical and surgicai uses of, 

Bellamy, Mr. &., note on treatment of coa- 


tracted 
Ben Nevis Meteoroiogical Observatory, 873 
Benbam, Mr. RB. F.,..- the treatment of nw mor. 
rhoids by crashiog, = deaths from auws- 
thetics, 245; on the urethra, 376 
Bennett, Dr. A. H., on the differential Giagnosis 
between bysterical oor he oo ayaa semen 


anterior, 642 ; 6s Electro- 
diagnosis in Diseases of the Nerewus system 
penis —, 623 
Berlia ity Exhibition, 820 


Bernard, Mr. A, oa the first five years’ work at 
the Liverpool Seameu’s Dispensary for Venereai 
D.sea-es, Sud 

Berry, Mr. W., on absorbent dressings, 654, 782 

— ~ Modification of Jarvis's écraseur, 


; 707, 
| Birkenhead, births and deaths at, 1092 
irmingbam 





Aural reflector and set of specula, a waistcoat | B and Midiard Bye Hospita!, 1050 
pocket, 349 neue | Bicas ood Dean ieee ne 
Auricle, malformation G Deaths Registration » proseca'ion 
Austria, the sanitary condition of, 456 under the, 242 e 
Antams session, the, and the medical profession, | Black, Dr. D. C., remarks on Prostorrhens, 617, 
: - simple operati ri » 725 
Axilla, in the, 703 er, evacuator for the, 349; tomour of, 
Ayr County 1090, 1136 digital exploration th medisn incision, 
removal of growth, 439; on rapture of 
Bacilli, the, of tubercle, 72 738, 797; foreign body in, 908 
Bacilign tubetrutoeus, an easy method of de- | Blanc, Dr. H., cases of depressed froctare of 
tectiag, 183, 1078, 1138 | the skall, in which the trephine was succer-- 
Bacteria, the, of eypbili-, 316; microscopical de- fally applied, 1023 
monstrations of various Blindness, the causes avd prevention of, 10€2 
Bacterial , O47 | Blood, invisible corpuscles of mammalian and 
Badcock, Mr. L. C., on the vaccination proseca- | 0: iparous, and their relution to fibrin forma- 
tons at Wy) any 1005 tion and co«galatioa, 429, 478; ia inflammation, 
— > on ophthalmic govorrhas, 619 tse pathology of the, 834, 93%; and ozone, 719 
» D. B., 3a incuction ip sewlatina, 835 Bivod-corparcie, the third, 114 
~——, Prof., adaress at Aberdeen University, 914 Bood-diet, 297; for the herbivorr, a, 233 
Baker _— areal ee re, its inflaeoce oa cardio-ivhibitioa, 
De P. : cares 2, 
. G., elinieal lectures on ases of | Blue marks end pedicull, 454 
the sud aorta, 309 Blyth, Mr, A. W., on Foods, their Compo-ition 
Maitiacd, Ly and Analysis (review), 266 
Ball, W. H., abecess of spleen term Boardiug-out system v. pauper schools, 907, 995 
perforation of the stomach, 260 | Body, growth of the, #01 
Ballym medical officers in, 804 Bogus feliowships, the defence of, 533 
Baitimcre Ordiaances, 908 Boileau, Sargeon-Mojor Dr., on b:aia-weight and 
Bampto., Dr. A. H., on nerve-strotching for | _ brain- power, 485 
eugse abel nonssiots, 100 Boils, 88 ; inveterate, 128 
Bangor. t evidemic at, 196, 236, | Boli 2 House Pay Hospital, 954 
report tty 637, 587 957, 1006 ; official | Bone-cetting (#o-calied), 843 
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Bovoaly ceride, its ase in the treatment of wounds, 


Bowe’, obstruction of, caused by a large intestinal 
concretion, 216 

Bowels, o! struction of; umbilical hernia; preg- 
paney; recovery, 570; the movements of, in 
health aud disease, 626, 671 

Bowes, Mr. J., presentation to, 272 


| Boytston medical prize questions, “ 
| Boys, Mr. A. HL, on a medival sick fand, 263; 


causes of acute toosillitis, 336 
&5 
meng ew ay on Sh low : 
iy, Mar. be, OD acvidenta: poisoning, 691 
—— eee of Sargieal’ Pay. 
sical, and Paysiologica! lustrumeats, &o. (re- 
view), 400 
Bra:dwood, Mr, P. M., on the protective power of 
vaccipation, 57 
Bailey, ee of visions for service 


at sea, | 

Braio, wounds of, 31, 1049; a heavy, 
1089 ; mechanical stimu!ation of the, 453; pres- 
sekools, 692 
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pot A. T., on vaccination, 89 

a ton, the sewer ge of 33, 66, 74, 1923; Sir 
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rion te he sanitary condition of, 747, en 
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Bistol, ancertifiedl canses of death in, 295; 
iy tee veng + aes 


——— Mediea! Association, 192, 335, 266; the 
President’s address and the late Mr. Wakley, 


278 

—— Medical Temperance Association, 295 

Broken neck, care «‘ recovery after, 658 

—- a an pe o 

of potassium ra~ rt 

on Hospital, 37, 116 

Bronchi, rheamatism of the, 951 

Bronchiectaxis, 1078; treated by tapping, re- 
marks on a case of, 1107 

Bronchocele, trea mnt of, 970 ; cystic, &e., 739 

Brookhouse, Dr. J. O, on a case of obstraction 
of the bowel, caused by large intestinal con- 
erction, 216 

Broom, Dr. J., on “ Doctors or Druggists,” 160 

Brown, Dr. A: M., on vaccination, 1106 

—, Mr. G., cn intussusception treated by ab- 


——, Mr. G. B., on the poles method of 
detecting stone in the bladder, 
—, Mr. 3.5 on the tonie rend of mitral 


Brown Institution Lee'ures, 865 
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— wound is Grou ont es hospital, 383 
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Acts, $11; or i ti 971 
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Bary, Dr. J. 5., 00 case of extreme cyanoeis in 


pon atult, ably of congenital origin, 801 
Cet T., on the first year’s examination 
st pe and physiology, 79; Sarcoma and 
Carcinoma (rev: mse 
Butter, a test for, 
d, Dr. r. T,, on the absence of scurvy in the 
“ Bira” Arctic expedition, 463; Clinical Lec- 
tures on Pa seascs of the Nervous System (re- 
view), 571. 
Byrne, Mr. Tt. < D., obituary notice of, 510 


Cach osteal or periosteal, and scurvy, 48 

Caffeine in heart disease, 909 

Cairo Hospital, 908 

Calculus, spon tan»ons expulsion of a vesical, 365 ; 
in the female bladder, 1067 

Calontta, beaith of, 1136 

Caldecott, Mr. R., on toe rider’s sprain, 515 

Cambridge, bo’any avd comparative anstomy at, 
863; bachelor of surgery at, 1086; professor- 


x "Dr. J.8 * “on the probably eae in- 
fectiousness of some convalescents from scarlet 
fever, 1071 

Campbell, Dr. J. A., three abdominal cases of 
interest, 1025 
disease statistics in, 209; population of, 





and American hotels, 769 
Cancer, sulphide of calcium in, 332; operations 
for, 786; distribution and germ origin of, 960 
Canning, Mr. P, W. G., on the effect of light on 
sneering, 390 
Canthus, ard cancer of nee, 1076 
Cape, matters at the, 365 
Carbolic acid, ode to, 567; in typhoid fever, 543 
spray producers, 
Carbolised nerve ligatures, 30 
Carbonic acid in the atmosphere, 220 
Carcinoma of left lung and pleura, 257; of 
breasts, removal, 1(31 
Cardiac aneuri:m, 777 
pozsiclogye recent researches in, 226 
Carfera! 
Sreetchcanhive, curious death snd inquest in, 


956 

Carriager, wet, 955 

Carter, Mr. K. V., on Spirillam Fever as seen 
in Wes'ern Indi» (review), 663 

Caterham Apylum, 208 

Cauty, Mr, H. E., on the internal administration 
of Oy wophaale acid in psoriasis, 935 

Cavendish College, 861 

Cawston, Mr, G., monstrosities in the public 
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Chiene, Dr. J., introductory lecture to a course 
on surgery, "be, 735 
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Childbirths in general practice 
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Chiveal, aesth ofa —_- man from, 456 
Chlorate of potash, 
rn Tae a am 42, 153, 158, 169, 233, 
458, 540, 688, 957; safe ene of, 1v70 
ivetraction at Glasgow, 725 
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location of, 995; ununited fractures of, radius, 
and uloa, 703 

Huaterisn ataseum, the, 635 

Hyatline degene raion, 500 

Hydatid or liver, 441 

eyst, cumpound suppuratiog, of the 
liver, 3 

Hydrofluoric acid in diphtheria, 543 

Hydronephrosis, congenitai, treated by aseptic 
incisioa, 141 

Hydr. phobia, 1046 ; 
aconite, 216 

Hydrostaties and bydraulics, the application of 
a knowledge of, to mediciue, 

Hygieois Couveution, the proposed Interna- 
uonal, 500 

Hygroma, congenital cystic, 845, 851 

Ys~.c4, imperiorate, 706 

‘em ia Paris, 163, 786, 1067 
_ aermie injecuoos for syphilis, 123 

—— injector, pew safety, 316, 982 

Hysterectomy, 8:9 

Hysteria, the Weir-Mitchell treatment of, 794 

Hysterical imitation of tne effects of etherisa- 
tion, 1104 

paralysis and polio myelitis, anterior, ths 

diffecential diagnoris of, 842 


ts to workhouses, 
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123, 832, treated with 





Ice, the harvesting of, 1037 

legitimacy and manslaughter, 718 

Imagivatioa in science, 

Improvement, a much needed, 731 

lucandescent carbon lamp, 928 

Incubation, the last thing wp, 375 

india, crinkiog water in, 3:1; vaccinations in, 


1060 

Indian civil servants, health of, 1045 

medicai servicer, a warning, 689 

Inebriates, homes for, 464 

Infectious diseases, notification of, 317, 549; and 
the protession of Liverpool, 50v; hospitals for, 
445 ; Report of th~ Soyal Commission on, 710 ; 
and diphtheria, & + 

Ingle, Mr. R. N., on medical opposition to im- 
proved remuneration to medical men, 601 

Injection, intra-venous, of fluid for severe hemor- 
rhage, 436, 485, 1110 

Innes, Dr. C, A., on the rider’s sprain, 201; on 
stone in the bladder, retention, supra-pubic 
aspiration, extravasation, death, 934 

Innominate, ligature of the, 73, 116, 154 

Inquests, fees at, 365 

Insanity, pretended, becoming real, 1050 

International Sanitary Congress, the programme 
of the, 318 

Intestinal juice, function of the, 196 

Intestine, resection of portions of, 1031 1 

Intestin: s, acute strangulation of, 53; spoons in 
the, 234; strumous ulceration of, presenting 
the clinieal features of acute general tuber- 
culosis, 622; stricture of, 1034 

Intra uterine stem, a new, combined with an in- 
strument for keeping separated the lips of the 
cervix after incision, 742 

Introductory lectures, the, 578 





<~ - iamtanee treated by abdominal section, 
O35 


Inuvetion in scarlatina, 793, 878, 929 
Invalid carriage, 1077 
lodine stains on linen, 930 


! lodoform, 515; in lung disease, 326 


| 





| Ireland, correspondeuce fiom, 38, 122 


, 204, 291, 

372, 406, 651, 644, 727, 827, 914, 1007, 1007 

‘ panne S Medicine in, 864, 894, 1038 

, An ual Report of the Local Government 

Board, 367 

. College of Physicians in, 32, 73; certi- 
ficates of sanitary science, 556 ‘ 

Iridectomy knife, 490 

Lrich census, the evmpletion of, 996 

— matricuiations, 551 

Italian Parliamect, phy-icians ip, 873 


Jackman, Mr. W. T., on &@ new cridie, 569 

Javob, Dr, A. H., on the compulsory notification 
of iurectious diveasee, 649; on toe Queen's 
university degrees, 501 

Jallaad, Mr. W. H., a sample operation for vari- 
cocele, 591 

Jamaica medical service, 194 

Jameson, Dr. W. A., on some uncommon sequela 
of diseases of the sbiu, 435 

Japan, medicine in, 640 

Jennings, Dr. Oscar, on urticaria and mosquito 
bites, 471; on sucden d:ath alter cipotheria, 
549; on the treatment of epilepry, 603, 691 

—_——, Mr. Egertup, oa the in ra-veuous in- 
jection of fluid for revere hemorrhage, 436, 485 
er’ Britien Hospitai tor, 115 

Jvhosoe, bs, &., on teets for albumen and gugar 
in the urine, 737, 823, 869, 898, 10u3, 1054, 1095 

» Dr. J. W., desta of, 680 

——, Dr, W., on the etiology and treatment of 
phtoiris, 1003 

, ide, L., Medical Formulary (review), 988 

. Mr. G. 8., on tests tor albumen and sugar 
in the urime, 1054, 1095 

Joiats, some cases of excision of, 570; loose 
bodies in, the traumatic origin of, 815 

Joues, Dr, H, M., on Aural Surgery (review), 106 

, Dr. L. H., on tae Bindrance vo the nowfi- 

cation of ivfectious di-easer, 287 

. Mr. H. J., oa iuenction iu searlatins, 971 

, Mr. B., ow a surgica: curiosity, 733 

——, Mr, Sydney, casx8 of ovariotomy, 63 

—-—, Mr. W. H. F., om apwathetics, 5 

Jordau, Mr. C., on « vase Of recovery after broken 
































neck, 
Jus.ice, opening of the Royal Courts of, 999 


Kassasein, incident at, 373 

Keele, Mr. G. T., on “ medical evidence without 
paying for ut,” 296 

Kei h, vr. T., deaths efter abdomizal operations 
from heart clot, 1137 

Keudal:, Mr. T. M., a new use for salicylate of 
soda, [°3_ 

Kenny, the , ~vder of, ia Dublin, 75 

———, Mr. A. 5., om tue Lissues and their Strac- 
tures /review), 53u 

Kerr, Dr, N., on homes for inebriates, 464 

—-, Mr, J. L., oa « case of complete inversion 
of uterus, 731 

Kesteven, Dr. W. B., on tests for albumea ir, the 
urine, 880 

Knee joiut, excision of the, 234 


Laboar, an accident of, 322 

Lady doctor, liaee to a, 377 

Latian, Mr, T., on English union hosp'tale, 691 

L.a.M.D., a new tite, 115 

Lancat (Tas) Saviiary Commission on the Royal 
Courts of Justice, 779 

Laug, Mr. W., on the movements of the eyelids, 
104 


Largs, new hospital at, 604 

Laryogismus striduius, 982 

Larynx, extirpation of, 741 

Late hours, 997 

Latin Prose Composition, Introduction to (re- 
view), 1118 

Lawn teunis arm, 297, 338 


LECTURES, ETC, 


Beck, Mr, M.:— 
lutroductory Address. Delivered at University 
Co lege, Loudon, 559, 607 
Curens, Dr, J.:— 
lotroaactory Lecture to the Course of Surgery 
iu the Usiversity of Eainbargh, 696, 735 


Cuarx, Mr. C.:— 
Cuniesl Leetare on a Case of Excision of the 
Uterus by abdominal Section, 45 


Davmwonp, Dr. D.:— 
Cliuiwal Lecture on a Case of Medullary Sar- 
coma ot Liver, Right Lung, and Heart, 651 
Fox, Dr, E. L.:— 
Bradsnawe Lecture (Abstract of the) on the 
Influence of the S)mpathetic System on 
Duease, 303 
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Gamers, Dr. A. -— en H. D., on Edinburgh mortality ee Mr. _ B, oa the sasitary state of 
a See gute. See Liver, ra te 440 ; fatt, degeneration of, 407 Moy, + a ape oa the excision of the lateral haf 


Address on the Growth of our Koowledge of 
the Fanctiow of Secretion. Delivered before 
the British Association, 299, 339 

Garapyes, Dr. W. T.:— 

Introdactory Address. Delivered in the Uni- 

versity of Glasgow, 1382-83, 837 
Gazpss, Dr. B. J. :— 

Clinical Lectare on three Cases of Severe Injury 

to the Head, 91 
Garny, Dr, T. H. :— 
Lectares on Phthisie, Lecture III , 1022 


Haara, Mr. C. :— 
Clinical Lecture on Calculus in the Female 
Bladder, 1067 


MoVatn, Mr. D.C. M.B. :-— 

Lectures on the Mechanism of Reenirstion in 

Physiological aud Pathological Cond iuons, 
~ 476, 617 
Morais, Mr, H.:— 

Clinical Lecture (Abstract of a) on Haemor- 
rhage into the Cavity of the Arachnoid; its 
Sargical and Medico-Legal Aspeota, 795 

Moxor, Dr. W. :— 
Considerations bearing on our Present Know- 
ledge of Fever. A First Lecture, 931, 973 
Paeat, Sir J. :— 
Bradsbawe Lecture on some Rare ani New 
, 101 
Pazxsn, Mr, R. :-— 
Clinical Lecture on Tamoure, 693 
Preure, Dr. W 

Address on the Infectiveness of Tabercle, with 

special reference to Consumption, 171 


Srazuxey, Mr. 8. J.. M.B. :— 
Introductorr Add-e, Delivered at St. Thomas's 
Hospital, 561, 611 
Stoay, Dr. 8. :— 
Lectare (Abstract of a) on Oil of Eucalyptus in 
Midwitery Practice, 343 


Srvrers, Dr. 0. :— 
Clinical Lecture on the Caradility of Acute 
Tuberculosis, 427 


Watson, Dr, E. :— 
Inaugural Address, Delivered at the Glasgow 
Infirmary Medical Schvol, 831 
Wruxs, Dr. 8. -— 
Lecture (Abstract of a) on the Evolution of the 
Stethoscope, 832 
Wittrams, Dr. C. T.: 
Remarks on « Case of Bronchiectasis treated by 
Tapping, 1107 
Yo, De. L B. :— 
Clinical Lectares on Pain at the Heart and 
Palpitation, 211, 255 
Address on the Antseptic Treatment of Dis- 
eases of the Lungs, 605 
Yzo, Prof. G. F. :— 
Arris and Gale Lectures on the Relation of Ex- 
perimen:ai Phvsioiogy to Pragtucal Medivne. 
Lectare IL, 1 
Lecture Lil. ~ 131, 173 


Lediard, Mr. H. A., on a new epliat-reet for 
Symie’s amput tion, 31; om the use of boro- 
glyceride in the treatment of woand., 84 

Lee, Dr. RB. J, om the cucace jus diseases of chil- 
éren, 564 

Leeds, uncertified deaths at, 364; the revistra- 
tion system and irregular practice in, 998 ; 
General Infirmary, 863; School of Medicine, 
address on the opening of the session, 624 

Leicester, infantile diarrhea io, 1:3 

Lei, Mr. B ie puerperal convulsions, 296 

Le Pere, i F., on transfusion, 803, 970 

Leprosy, 4 “a true Eastern, 159; in the Ha- 
waiian Islands, 3:8 

Letts’s Diaries (review), 808 


663; rupture of, thrombosis of 

hepatic veins, embolism of 

artery, ph urisy, necropsy, 743 
Liverpool, sew ae for, 1091 
Livers, fe sol 
Lloyd, Mr. 4 on the rider's in, 201 
, Mr. W. E., on @ case intra-orbital 
aneurism ye | fractare of the anterior 
fossa of the base of the skull and meningitis, 
we 


left pulmooary 





Local Government Board, reports of inspectors 
of the medical department, 76, 199, 721 ; model 
by-laws of, 328 ; porenys ig of the reports of 
the, 591; annual report of, 780 

Lock, Mr. C, G. W., opon's ‘pucyciopwdia of the 
Iudastrial Arta, M.nutactures, and Raw Com- 


Products (review), 488 
atary, ing in, 571; on 
the eseous lesions 


2 
in November, 519; the sanitary defects 
of the rite of, 852 
Ho-pital Medical Colleye, 126 
Longevity, #0 
Love, Mr. Henry, on medical opposition to im- 
proved remuneration to c.cdical men, 601 
Mr, F. W., on sypbilis and marriage, 7 
Lucas, Mr. J. C., om scurvy, 331, 913 
Lueacys, metropelican, 453; tue alieged increase 
of, 500, 859 
Luuaue, tae compulsory removal of a, 964 
asylums, the mavagement of, 1'5; the 
increasing cost of, 631; report of the lrien, 717 
——— sy-tem, the von-restrain', in America, 961 
Lanaties, 113; the feeding of, 436, 584, 590 
Lung 4'seases, ou examining the spata in, or the 
bacteria of tubercle, a¢ a means of diagnosis 
and prognosis, 1133 
Lungs, on tne antiseptic treatment of diseases of 
the, 
Lupton, Mr. H., on severe injury to the pelvis 
and right kidney, and sapra-:eval capsul+, 565 
Lyell, Dr. R, W., obituary avtice of, 697 
Lying-in bospitais and materaities, death-rate 








Lymph ecrotam, case of, associated with filarie 
and other parasites, 616 
Lyon, Dr, Washingtou, and di.infection, 337 


McAlpine, Mr, D., The Botanical Atlas (review), 
225 


_Macclesfield Infirmary, the, 678 

MeCtintock, Mr., tivlidays in Spain (review), 106 

MoConneli, Mr. J. ¥. P., Catalogue of the Patho- 
logical Museum, Medical College, Calcutta 
(review), 56; on dochm’us doodenalis as & 
bamaa parasive in Ludia, 96 

MacVowail, Brigade Sargeon, on sourvy, 912 

McGill, Mr, A. F., on salicylic silk, 205 

—— Col’ ‘we Medical Faculty, 993 

Mackliar, Mr. &. D., on a case of abdominal 
aneurism, 262 

Mackenz e, Mr, J. L., on hhamamelis virginica, 836 

——, Mr. L. S., ou woolsoriers’ disease, 641 

MeLaurio, Mr. W., oa mberited immunity from 
Z)motic disease, 88 

MeManop, Mr. J., on a fatal case of laryngismus 
stridulu-, 982 

Macuamara, Mr.C., on the Council of the Royal 
Coliege of Surgeows, 12) 

— —, Mr. Rawdon, some observations on the 
Coatagious VD sesses Acts, 7uL 

Me Vail, Mr. D. C., ou tae mechavi«m of respira- 
tiow im physivivgical and patholog.cal condi- 
tioos, 475 

Madagascar, notes of mineral eprings in, 369 

Mahomed, Mr. G, 5., on trial by jury, 732 

Makava, Mr. M. D., iounsiive iw svaritina, 929 

Male fern, puisoucus co-es of, 683 

Mallins, Mr. H., on the occurrence of cho'era 
like symptoms in cases of ur@mia, 436; casos 
from vouutry practice, 857 

Malpractice, case of, 95 

Map, the antiqarty of, 361 

Mavch ster Medivo-Etuivel Society, 825, 1063 

——— Royal lofirmary, 167; Nurses’ tome, 1142 

——— and oalford Sanitary Assoviation, 576 

Maogeneee, saits of, 909 

Maaiy, Mr. E. P., ou orchitis in typhoid fever, 

065 


Mans ons of dea h, 812 
Maostaugh.er against a medical man, charge of, 
630 





Lewis, Dr. Waller, 502 

Ligatures, a method . f applying to veins, 307, 377 

Light, influence of, on vision, 234 

Lime-juice, 632 

Lister, Profe -ssor, on the application of a know- 
ledge of hydrostatics and bydraulies to prac- 
tical medicine, 638 

Listerism in Ltaly, 1091 

Lithotomy, lateral, extraction of uric acid stone 
weighing three ounces, 440 

Lithotrity, rapid, 262 

Little, Dr. W J., Medical and Surgical Aspect of 
In-knee (review), 708 


Mauson, Dr, P., on a case of lymph scrotum, 
| accompanied wich filarie ani uiber parasites, 
616 


Margate Sea-bathing Lofirmary, 373 
Manrioq, the sanitar, stare of, 366 
Marebail, D-. a. ou the exuision of the entire 
tonzar, 433 
——D:. L. W., on a case of sarcoma, petechial 


treated by ehry3 *phavic acta internal y, 702 
Mars port, sanitary state of, 112, 202 
Mater Misericordiw Mosp.ta', ‘sbsuract of intro- 


of the tous ue, 457 

Mayoe, on J., Therapeutic Re t (re- 

view), 746 

Mearr, Mr. W, P., Schematic Anatomy (review), 
530 


Meus s, mierococei in, 325, 541; neglected, 1050 ; 
notes on, 887 

Mea diseased, 473; as haman food, 375 

Meath Hoepital, abdsiract of introductwry lecture, 


ot 
Meeredy, Mr. R. D. W., on the delay of etrychnia 
poisoni: g by opiuw, 724 
Mediastina! tum. ur, 663 
Medical Aid Associations, 502 
Act Amendment Bill, a, 116 
-—— Acts, Royal Commission on the, 24, 6, 
319, 546, 630, Sil; mivutes of evidenve, 505, 








, 
attendance at night, 586 

books, the costliness of, 245, 279 

——— evidence without paying for it, 296 

——— feen, 297 

——— honours, 820, 915 

—— i stitutions, their domestic discipline, 494 

—— legislation, the . rospects of, 104s 

magistrates, 638, 1073 

——— officers of healt h, reports of. 36 ef seg. ; 

meeting of, 118 Society, 778, 987; appoint 

ments of, 10-8 

opposition to improved remuneration to 

medical men, 513, 600 

profession, the, and Friendly Societies, 200 ; 

and Life Assurance ffices, 1145 

reform, history of the failure of, 449 

——— Register, removal from the, 718 

Socicties, the, 585 

Society, a new, for the western suburb of 

London, 287 

Society of London, the new buildings, 718 

———- trials: Grubb e. the Chesterton Board of 

Guardians, 787 ; Block o. Potting, 873; Booker 
Taylor, 916; the Stratford Provident Dis- 

peusary, 1059 





























MEDICAL SOCIETIES, 


Acapemy op Meprctys tw Iaetawp. —Tre- 
phin og for ab.cess ou the braia, 1033—Cwea- 
tivn of left-side pam; Para'ysis of the left haif 
of the velum p.lari, 1115 

Campaipes Muzpicat socirsty. — Hwamorrhage 
into the arschnuid cavity; Dissharge of ga/l- 
stones; T:tanar, 352—Complete inversion of 
the uterus; Memopranous Cysti is; Lateral sele- 
Tosis ; Cerebellar tumour, 807— Suddea death 
during conofisement; A ‘ve varioliformis, 987 

Ciistcat Soctsty.—Treatment of phthiwis by 
re; idevee at nigh altitudes; Excision of cancer 
of tne tonsil, 663—Baliet-woand of lower jaw; 
Hemorrhsge afier ecarlatina; Ligatare of com- 
moa caroiid artery; B.lharzia bematobia, 775— 
Hysterectomy ; Spiwa bifida; Diastese of cla- 
viele; Lovai treatment of diphtheria, 819— 
Symmetrical congestive mottling of the skin; 
Lawbar peptreviomy for carcinowa; Sabca- 
taneous rheumatismal node+, 942 — Cases of 
iotussusce,tioa treated by abdomin.! sect on, 
1035 

EripsmioLoecicat “ocrery. — Conversazione : 
exhibitiou of specimens, 707—Sanitary defects 
of the site of Londoa and its eovirons, $52 

Mepicat Orrrosrs or Heatru Soorery. — 
Some of the relations of metevrological pheao- 
mens te man, 778—vraivage aad vvatilation 
of houses, 936 

Meptcat Socisty or Loxpoyx.—Pathology and 

trea meut of whvoping-cougo, 667—Cranial oa- 
teophyes iu congenital syphilis ; Gastrostomy ; 
lnoflaw@mas ion, sup,ura.ioo, and ulceratioa of 
tongue, 705—Chanacre on the cheek; Cardiac 
aveurism ; Experience of 600 cases of diabetes, 
777 —Congenvital cystic bygroma; Treatment of 
wounds, 55\—Osteitis deformans; Ammonia, 
chioreform, and ammooniated chlor form as 
antiseptics ; Cases of veporectomy, 892—lLatra- 
thuracic aneurism ; App.ratas {_r paracentesis 
thorscis ; Treatment ot pleural effusion, 985— 
The trea’ ment of syphilis; The difficalty of 
diagnosing true syphilis in females, 1037 — 
Microscopical demonstration of varivcs forms 
of bacteria; Improved invalid carriage ; Trans- 
plentation of skin in the treatment ef a large 
hairy mole; ialipes varaa treaved by partial 
ex-isiou of tarsus; Uronchiectasis treated by 
tappiog, 1.77 

| Miouawy Mepicit Soorerr.— Gunshot injary 
to the dead; Treatmeot of epilep-y, 808 — 
Specimens ot bacilli; Notification of infectious 
disesses, 1078 

Noswiomn Muprco-Cerrvrgercat Socrrr. — 
U,ening meeting, 852—Exhibition of speci- 
meas; double teecal monstrosity, 1079 

OBSTETRICAL Socitr. — Extra-uterine gesta- 
tiop ; Removal of ihe uterine appendages ; The 
relation « f back ward dispiacemeuts of tae uterus 





| 
| eruption, deach, 240; on a crse if psOriars 


ductory lecture, 853 





to paiafal menstrustiou, 105 —Spurivus herma- 
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phrodite ; Hypertrophy of pheseatns Obliquely 
contracted pelvis of unilateral synostosis ; 
Transverse septum in the vegina; Imperfora- 
rate hymev; New intra-uterine stem peesery, 
706—lotersticisl or tabo-uteriae gestation ; 
Hermapbrodite; Kyphotic pelvis; Puerperal 
diabetes; Treatment of po-t-partum hemor- 
rhage by hypodermic i: jec'ion- of ergotinine, 
944—Deciduous membrane ; Microscopie sec- 
tions of carcinoma uteri; Perimetric abscess ; 
The directions of uterine 





section ; New lamp ; 
method of operating ; 
with cane er of the cervix, 
recovery 
eneerel’ the cervix uteri, 1114 


crserian 


OrurHatmotoeicat Socirry.—Minere’ nystag- 
Homonymoas bemiaoopia; Movements 
of the eyelids in association with movements of 
Microeoeci in the interior of the 
Tests of vixion best adapted for service 
103—Chronic mem- 
branous inflammation of co: juactiva; Chronic 
Miliary 


mus; 


the eyes; 
eyeball ; 
at sea; Acute gieucoms, 
tubercle of the choroid end brain; 
tubercie of the choroid and lavg withoat menin- 
gitis; Large tubercle growivg near the optic 
disc, 665—The late Mr. Critchett ; 
tumour of orbit ; Panophthalmiti+; Large ivory 
exostosis of orbit; Hard chanere of inner 
eanthus; Central am lyopia io diabetes; Optic 
neuritis ; Tortuosity of retinal vessels, 1075 


Parnoioaicat Socrsty.—Uleer of duodenum ; 
Diaphgram deformed througa rickets; Aneu- 
Aneurism of aorta and ab- 
Obtarator hersis; tri- 
Parovarian and broad liga. | 


rism in children; 
normality of heart; 
cuspid steno-is; 
ment cyste; Gangrene of fingers; Mediastival 
tumour; 

of liver, 661 — Congenital maiformation of 
heart; Paraplegia; Dissemioated sarcoma ; 
Xanthoma tuberosum; Pigmentation of ute- 


rus; Empyema from foreign body; Ma!forma- 


tion of a lamb, 806—D-omide of potassium 
rash; Multiple lymphatic nevi of the skin; 
Sarcoma of the bladder and prostate; Syphi- 
litie gummata in the heart; Colloid cancer; 
Eleera ive endocarditis, 591—Aecute dilatation 
of stomech ; Oxteitis ceformans; 





contraction; Re- 
tained placenta ; Fibroids removed by abdomival 
Ruptured perineum, new 
Pregnancy complicated 
section, 
wo cases of laboar complicated by 


| 
vulsiens, 121 ; 


Perforating ulcer of colon; Cirrhoris 


Hydatid | 


Maliormed | 


heart; Rachitic osteomalacia; Strictare of the 
intestine; Malformatien of auricle; Sym- 
metrical gangrene; Cancer of @sophagus; 
Noisy respiration, 1033—Casts made with new | 
material; Diffase po'ypi of colon; Large | 


polypus of re tam; Polypas of small intestine; 
Absvesses iv liver of ka garoo; Abscess and 
pywmia in a python; Changes in the nerves in 
infantile paralrsis; "Changes ia nerves after 
amputation; Hypertrophy and softening of 
bones in a chiid; Addison's disease without 
bronzing; Bone and br disease in syphilis ; 
Micro-organisms in pywmia, 1112 

Boyat Mupican anp Currvacrcat Socrsty.— 
Disiocation of the toot, with version aud torsion 
of the astragaias; Ophthalmoplegia ¢xterna, 
complicating Graves’s disease, 704—The en- 
demic hematuria of the sou’ h-east 
Africa ; Tue life history of the liver flake, 843— 
Spontancoas postares ‘of the hand considered 
as indications of the condition of the brain ; 
Seventeen cases of e¢Jepsy treated with sodiam 
nitrite, 940—Kesec ion of portions of intestine, 
031 


West Loxvow Menpico- Curevretcat Soocrery. 
—President’s address; Antiseptic treatment of | 
lung disease, 707 —Coarcot’s joint disease ; Cer- 
vical tamour; Apoplexy; Arterial embulism, 

3 





Medicine 
Research, 78 

Medico Paychologic al Association, tne, 233, 875 

Megrim, with paralysis of the third nerve, 345 

Melbourne, a painful case at, 905, 1005; water- 
supply of, l0ul 

Membrana tympani, 
diving, 32: 

Menstruation, vicarious, §79, 969 

Meredith, Dr. J., on rel ie through spontaaeous 
bleeding in pneumonia, 217 

Metallic masses in the haman body, Professor 
Bell on the detection of, 906 

Metropolitan Asylums Board, 876, 1090 

Sewage, and what to vo wivia it (review), 

4117 

Meyers, Mr. H. H., ona case of cerebral com- 
pression, 159 

Micro-organisms, the modern study of, and its 
influence on medical thought, 309 

Micturition, painful, 929, 971 

Midland Railway tragedy, the, 774 

Midwifery, the clinical teaching on, 948 
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on the cause or causes of acute 

tonsillitis, 169, 200, 252, 514; <n ‘he microscope 

in diarrbw., 657 ; on supra-cl svicular pseudo- 
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Buacxsvanw anv East Lawcasaiee Lyrre- 
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ration ; cure, 222 

Barsrot Rorvan Iwrremany.— Severe case of 
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treated by iodine and salicylate of quinine, 141— 
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mediau incision; removal of growth, 439 
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fright in a case of anchylosis of elbow-joint, 
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Gesat Nogrusen Hosrrrat.—Two cases of 
gunshot wound; remarks, 659 

Gust Hosrrtat, Duptxx.—Lateral lithotomy; 
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Gvuy’s Hosrrrat.—Cases of abdominal surgery, 
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ulcer and in an old cicatrix, 350—Cancer of the 
rectum, 628—Acute abscess in lumbar re 2gion 
afcer injary; free opening ; recovery, 6 

Hosritat por Curtprewx anD Women, WATER- 
Loo Ro«D.—P;x2mia with abscess aod hx mor- 
rhage into pleursl cavity; necropsy, 313 

Kasamirn Mission Hosrrrat.—Compound frac- 
ture of both arms, 11—Two cases of hydatid of 
the liver, 441—Case of complete geaital occlu- 
sion of the os uteri; operation; recovery, 660 

Luzps Pusutc Dis ENSARY.—Aneurism of basi- 
lar artery ; rupture ; death; necropsy, 805 
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Mrippixsex Hosrrtan.—Cases of rarcoma, 6— 
Sargieal cases, —f'wo cases of fracture of the 
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65—Sabpcriost resection of hip-joint for 
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c'reumcis'on, 351—Spinal caries ; psoas abscess ; 
ix. ision with antiseptic dressing aod a Sayre’s 
case, ib. 

Rapciurrre Inrremary, Oxroxp, — Congenital 
hydronephrosis treated by aseptic incision in 
the loin and drainage, 141—Ununited fracture 
of the humerus in an old man «vccessfally 
treated by resecting the ends of the i and 
fastening them together with a probe, 9 
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Sr. Arpan’s  Beneenas. —Simple dislocation of 
the astragalus forwards and outwards; reduc- 
tion, 352 

Sr. Baataotomew’s Hosrrrat.—Tbree cases of 
acute rheusa'ien complicated with pericar- 
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Sagrrreci iRNERAL Inrremary.—Case of ectro- 
pion successtaliy treated by transportation of 
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Case of acute rheumati+m, aod one of ulcera- 
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evdocarditis simulatiug enteric fever; death, 








263 

Wotvernaurtow awp Sovrn StarrorpsarrE 
Hosrrrat.—Excision of jowts, 570 

Missing link, a: pachysim'a, 89 

Mitral isease, the tonic treatment of, 938 


———- stenosis in the gouty heart, 177 

Moffat, Dr. R. M, on the Scotch universities 
and medical L093 

‘ ice of, 166 


mic coavuisions and 





———=, Mr. J., on one the 
in the West Ham Gai Losp 

Monthly Maxims (review), 

Monstrosities in the public streets, 282, 336 

Monstrosity, double iwtal, 1 

Montrose Royal Luuatic Asyi 
30 

Morbus cordis, 473 

Morehead, Dr. C., obituary notice of, 463 
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by W. J. Little, M.D, F R.C.P.; assisted by 
F. Muirhead Little, M.R.C.S., 708 — He lth 
Resorts and their Uses: by 1. Burney Yo, 


M.D.Lond, ib —Qvuarterly Journal of Micro- | 
scopical Svience, No. LXXXVIII., 709—Brain. 


Oct. 1882. ib.—The Diseases of the Sprmal Core : 
by Byrom Bramwell, M.D., F.B.0.P.Edio., 745 


—Report of the Scieutific Results of the Voyage | 


of H.M.*, Challenger during the years 1873 76 

prepared uader toe superintendence of the ja e 
Sir C. Wyville Phomson, avd now of Juhu Mar- 
ray; Vol IL, 746, 1079—Therapeatical Rem-m- 
braocer: by J. Mayne, M.D., L.B.C.8.E., L.8.4.; 
second edition, ib.—Clinical Lectures oa Dis- 
eases of the Heart and sorta: by Geo, Wm, 


Balfour, M.D. ; second edition, 809 —-The Tran.- | 


actions of the Edinburgh Obstetrical Society ; 
Vol. Vi. 


ib.— Transactions of the American | 


Gynec logical Society ; Vol, VI., ib.—S«izzen | 


aus der Chirargisch.n Klinik des Herra Pro- 
fessor Dr. Ritter von Nussbaum: Voo Dr, 


Isenschneid, Erste Heft, 810—A Dect ovary | 


of Medicine, ive udiog General Pathol ey, 
Genersi Therapeutics, Hygiene, and the Dis- 
eases Peculiar to Women and Children; edired 
by Richd. Quain, M,D., F.B.S. (Piret Notice), 
664—A Practical Treatwe on Electru- Diagnosis 
in Diseases of the Nervous S siem: by A, 
Hughes Bennett, M D., 896—Chapters in the 
History of the Insane »n the Beitwh Isles: by 


D. Hack Take, M D., F.B.C.P., 945—Die Offent. | - 


liche Reconvalescenteopflege: Von Dr. Paal 


Gueterbock, 946—The Jouraai of Anstumy aud | 


Phystwlogy; Vol. XViIL., Part 1, ib.— suain’s 
Elements of Anatomy: edited by Dr. Ailea 
Thomson aod Professors Set afer and Thane; 

Ninth Ediion, 987—The Stadent’s Guide to 
Materia Medica aud Therapeutics in accord- 
apve with the British Pharmacope@ia: by J. C. 
Thorowgood, M.D, F.RC.P.; sevond edition, 
ib.—A Medical Formulary based ov the Uuited 
States and Britich Pharmaco,@ies: by Law 
rence Jobnson, A.M., M.D., ib.—Catelogue of 
the Collections in the Museum of toe Poarma- 
ceutics! Society of Gre it Britsia: compiled by 
E, M. Holmes, P.L.S , 9838—Diseases of Womea 

by Arthur W. Eds, M.D.; second edition, ib, 


—Og lvie’s Lmperi.t Divtionary of the Engli-h | 


Language: edited by Charlies Annandaje, 
M.A, 989— Animal Plegues, their History, 
Nature, and Prevention: | George Flewinz, 
F.R.C.V.8., F.R.C.8., &c,; Vol. U., 1038—The 
Practical Working of Direct Vaccination from 
the Calf: by Boojamin Browning, M.D., 1039— 
Nice avd its Climate: by Dr. A. Baré:y ; trans- 
lated, with additious, by Charies West, M.D. ; 


and an Appendix on the Vegetation of the | 


Riviera, by Protessor Allman, F.R.S., 1080 — 
Madeira: its Scenery, ana how to see it; by 
Eileo M. Taylor, 1031— The Physicians’ and 
Surgeons’ Visiting List, Diary, Almanarck, aod 
Bovk of Engagements for 1883, 1081—E tudes 


fe Physiologie Socia'e: La Prostitutiou: par | 


Yves Guyot, 1116—Metr_p»litan Seesge, and 
what'o wito it; by Edward Monson, A M.1.C.E ; 
Part I,, 1417—On Duty und ra Tropical Sua: 
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by M jor 8. Tel eh Huot, and A. S. Kerny, 
MRCS; ‘b.—Dwmeas.s of the Ear: by Geo. 
P, Field, M.R.CS., ib. 


Reynolds, Mr. J. J., on the practice of ver 
section, rareness of the, 337 

Rheumatism, acute, simulating pyemia, 185 in 
a newly-born infant, tre ted with salicylate of 
soda, 804; complicated with pericarditis and 
pleuro-pneumonia, 953 ; fasting 

Rheumatismal node:, subcutaneot 

Rheumatoid arthritis, l4l 

Rhus toxicodendron, +9 

Riberi pr ze, the, 1¥5 

Re , putritrve proper ies ef on 

Richards, Mr. D., presentation 





, 6, 646 

Richardon, Dr B. W , and the “Bit ‘ddfod 
report on the sanitary condition of the borou 
of Brighton, 747 








» Mr. C. S., on searlatina and puerperal 
fever, 376 

——, Mr. W. B., what hinders notification of 
infectious disease ? 331 

tichet, Dr., Physiologie des Muscles et des 
Nerfs (review), 187 

Rickards, Dr., opening address at Queen's Col 
lege, Birmingham, 623 

Rider's sprain, the, 201, 282, 515; Huxley's sup- 
port against, 315 

Rigden, Mr. B., on spurious hemaphroditism, 


Ringer, Dr. 8., Hendbook of Therapeutics, 
(review), 12; on the action of the salts of 
sodium, ammonium ar n, 736 

Risks of medical practit 








hers, 














River pollution, 712; Prof Cram-Bri », 151 

Rivington, Mr. Walter, on rupture of the bladder, 
698, 738, 797 

R -berts, Dr. J. B., Compend of Ar review 
530 

———, Dr. W., on a new test for albumen 
urine, 613 

= —. Mr. C , on some of the def th 
‘body incident to the period of girlh i, 431 

Robinson, Mr. C. W., on bicycle and tricycle rid- 
ing, 472 

Rochdale Manure Works, 285 

Rockliffe, Dr. W. ¢ 1 tiv 
caused by the electric li : 

Rodgett Infirmary, Lancaster, 0} ng ob 

Royal albert asylum, Lancaster. 653 

_- College of Physicians, the, 166, 814; and 
professional advertising, 190; examiners « 
221; the resolutions of, 859 und Surgeons, 
the proposed combined examination, 1083 v 

—— College of Surgeons, the, museum of, 
28; eleetion of members of ( 
numbers of candidates for exami 
examinations at, 88, 128; quar lv meeting of, 
84, 686 ; Council of, 120; meeting of the Fellows 
at Worcesjer, 272; income of, 365 ; the Calendar 
of, 532; che vae nt examinership, 63); nev 
st nding rule, 860; examination papers, 878, 
92); re-election of examiners in aaatomy and 
physiology, 1050 Assoc iat ic ‘ k we of, 
1188 ;—of tdinburgh, off bearers of, 687 


Fellows of the, 


80, 59) 





86; medical school, abstr: itreduetory 
lecture, 853 
- Hospi ) vildr 
—— Me .dical ‘and Chirers Society, the, 820; 
office bearers, 615 
— Medicai Bevevolent Collere, 1142 


—— review aud tae Vulauuteer Ambu ance De- 
partment, 906 
—— Soviety, the, 819; annual mee\ing, 057 

——— University of lrelaod examinativns, 168, 
860 

——— Victoria Hospital, Ne ler, 629 

Rage, Mr. B. A., oa the use of the forceps in 
midwifer*, 834 

Riihiemaon, Sarg.-Maj. G. A., a manual of ia- 
straction for str. tcher bea: ers, 669 

Ruszell, Mr. J., on braiu-pressure iu elementary 
schvols, 692 

Rusty su: gical instrumente, 42 

Kyley, Dr. J. B., on the abortive treatment of 

gouorrhea, 253; a new iutra-a erin» s.em, 742; 

ou the Contagious Diseases Acis, ¥il 





St. John Ambulance A+socia‘ion, 2" y9, SLI, 630 

mt. Jonn of Jerusalem, order of, 852 

St. Lake’s Guild, 695 

St, Pancras Workhouse, alcohol in, 772 

St. Thomas’s Hospital introdaciory address at, 
561, 611 

St. Vincent's Hospital (Dablin), abstract of intro- 
ductory lecture, 854 

Salford, cheap medicine at, 252; Royal Hospital, 
879 





Salicylate of sods, a new use for, 513; in acute 
orchitis complicating gooorrh@a, 1027; m 
seariatina, 106+, 1104, 1145 

Sa i-y'aced starch, $27 

Salicylic and carbulic acids, 326 

——— silk a6 a dressing tor wound, 137, 203, 245, 
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Sanitary areas and motion! officer ers sof health 191 

—— Congress, the — h international, 283 

—-—— Institute, 126, 250, 534, 550 

museum, proposed, in Sunderland, 635 

science in Chicago, 1134 

Sanitas, sanitas oil, and saitas gauze, 145 

San Remo, temperature at, 732 i 

Sarcoma, 9; petechial eruption, 220; medullary 
of the liver, right lung, and heart, 651; dis- 
semipated, 806 

Saundby, Dr. B., fat embolism in diabetes, 332; 
on & case of megrim, with paralysis of the 
third nerve, 345; on tests for albumen in the 
urine, 823 

Savory, Mr. W., on the relation cf partial reten- 
tion of urine to its decomposition within the 
bladder, 613; on tub:rcle io bone, 737; notes 
on concussion of the spinal cord and brain, 883 

Scariatina, inunction in, 733, 835, 971; ha@mor- 
rhage after ligature of common carotid artery, 
775; puerperal fever, 376 

Scarlet fever, dissemination of, 499; epidemic, 











the, 586, 599, 677; probable prolonged infeo- 
tfouspess in some 
School work, the influence of, upon th 
the young, 583 
Sclerosis, lateral, 807 





slescents from, 1071 


e health of 











——— medica! schoo 
—— towns, health of 
Scotland, educatio: 





notes, 83 ef seq 

universiti 
1002, 1053, 108 

—— Universi 

Scott, Mr. ~~ , on 

Scriven, Mr. B., 

Serota Selene niias's, 142, 

Seurvy, 331, 370, 405, § : 2 
the mercantile marine, 143; »b‘en [, ia the 
a ” Arctic Ex; t , 463 

Seaside lodgings, infection of, 407 

Secondary percep ions, on the compo mn, reso- 
lution, and abey «nce of, 1068 

Secretion, the growth of r knowledge on the 
function of, 299, 339 
Septicemia, case of, 569 

Severn tunnel, fever st, 1057 
Sewage, impurity io water, test for, 89 

——- reservoirs on th» T wi5 

——, Storm-water, aod t veutiiation of sewers, 




















and it» dangers, 769 

——- ventilation tt system of, 121 

Shampooing, dang 

Sharkey, Mr. 8. J.; luctory sddress de- 
livered at St. Thomas wepita!, 660, 611 

Shaw, the late Surge n Major G., 501 

Shell-fish, poisoning by, 733 

Shepperson, Mr. W., The Medical Mana’s Hand- 
book (review), 897 

Shillitoe, Mr. B., on position as an aid to the 
reduction of irreducible herniw, 1073 

Ship-surgeons, th: ir position, 1u85 

Shops, hoars of la‘our |)., 323 

Shopwomen, seats for, 690 

Shorthouse, Dr.. on medical opposition to im- 
proved remmaveration to medical men, 555 

Shoulder, dislocation and reduction of the, 515 
snd 77 

Sick fund, a medical, 253 

Sickvess of medica! men, provision against, 42 

Sieveking, Dr. E. H., medical adviser in life 
assurance, 107 

Simpson, the late Surg.-M: jr, monument to, 832 

Singletou’s ointment, 878, 030 

Skin, symmetrical congestive mottling of, 942; 
some uncommon sequem of diseases of the, 
I disease, obscure, 169, 209 ; transplantation, 

O77; disease, feigned, 1 1109 

Shirving, Mr R, S., on fatty embols occurring 
after fractures, ai 

Skull, fractures of, with depression, the treatment 
of, 28; fractore of, in young patients, 845; 
depressed fracture of the, in which the tre- 
phine was succes-fally applied, 1023 

Skulls, ancient, 337 

Slippery streets, 1131 

Slosn, Dr. S., 00 the oil of eucalyptus in mid- 
wifery practice, 343 

Smal!-pox, at Cxyp+ Town, 33, 155, 459, 502, 542, 
586, 679, 680, 774, 863, 998. a Newcastle 
at Wednesbury, 321. 459; in Bavaria, 907; 
stamping out, 94 158, 290; new treatment of, 
293; one thousand cass of, in West Ham 
Union Hospital, 98; and milk carriers, 153; 
Jocal outbreaks of, in provincial towne, 542 ; 
and veccination, 122, 582 ; aud quarantine, 585 ; 
and fever hospitals, the Royal Commission on, 
670 ; hospitals, the influence of, 539; the con- 
struction of, 948 

Smith, Dr. F., o convulsions in children, 5, 47 

. Dr. E. The Surgery of Deformiti:s 














(review), 442 











Smith, Dr. 8. C,, om the modern stady of micro- 
organisms, and its ix flaence on medical thought, 
309 





» Dr. W. B., on the pathology of hepatic 

tumours, 433, 482 

——, Mr. Henry, on the Surgery of the Rec- 
tum (review), 144; cystic bronchocele, 739 

. Mr. 8. M., on puerperal epileptic convul- 
sions, 129 

Snake-bite, permanganite of potash in, 363 

Sneezing, the effect of light in aiding, 603, 690 

Social evil, the, and the Contagicus Diseases 
Acts, 815 

— Seience Congress, the, 541 

Society for the Relief of Widows and Orphans of 
Medical Men, 126, 688 

Sodium, ammonium, and potassium, action of 
the salts of, 736 | 

Soothing syrup, death from, 688 

South Africa as a field for medical practice, 87 ; 
vindication of medical men in, 364 

Southend-on-Sea, 819 

Southon, Dr., Cen’ ral Africa, 819 

Southw ark, hospital accommodation in, 285 

Space about houses. 676 

Spanton, Mr. W. D., on a simple operation 
varicocele, 684 

Spaying in women, 25, 121 

Speculum, the use of the, ¢ 

Sphygmography, physics 

1a bifida, 860, 960, 1108 

| caries, psoas abscess, 351 

——— cord, the, its segmental nature, 32; and 
brain, notes on concussion of the, 883 

Spleen, abscess of the, terminatiug fatally through 

tforation of the stomach, 260; the treat- 

ent of enlargement of the, 540 

Spli nt-rest for Syme’s amputation, 311 

Sponge- grafting, 83 

Sprain, the rider's, 133, 134 

Stanger, Mr. G. H., oa House Senitation (review), 
106 

Startin, Mr. James, notes of a case of true Eastern 
lepresy, treated by chaalmoogrs oil, 159; on in- | 
uncti on in scarlatina, 878 

Steel, Dr. G., The Physical Signs of Palmonary 
io (review), 443 

Stein, von Sigmund T., on 
of Man (review), 





for 
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Sterility, 29 


Stethoscope, the evolution of the, 882 

Stevens, Mr. G. N., on the volametric estimate of 
albumen in urice, 614 

Stevenson, Mr, N., on 
lamp, 923 

Still- b rtha, registration of, 879 

Stirling, Profess or, in troduct sry address 

en, 826 


the incandescent carb 





| Stocken, Mr. J., Elements of Dental Materia 





Medica and Therapeutics, with Pharmacopeia 
(review), 897 

Stomach, acute dilatation of, 1033 

Stomatitis, chlorate of sodium in, 877 

Stone, Mr. T. M., 32, 116; testimonial fund, 1050 

Stone in the bl.dder, the auditory method of de- 
tecting, 38, 89; retention, supra-pubic aspi- | 
ration, extravasation, death, 934 

Stowers, Dr. H., on eczema snd vaccination, 253 

Strahan, Dr. 5. A. K, om acute idiopathic ar- | 
thritis, 49 | 

Stramovium, 971; polsoning by, subcutaneous 
injection of morphia, 744 | 

Streatfeild, Mr. J. 8., on a congenital anomaly of 
the conjunctive, 346 

Stretton, Mr. J. L., death under chloroform, 42 

Struthers, Dr. J., on education in Scotland, 244, 
1053 ; and the Aberdeen bursaries, 827 

Students, address to, 379; resideatial chambers 
for, 952 

Sturges, Dr. O., on the curability of acute tuber- 
culo+is, 427 

Styptic, a new vegetable, 716 

Strycknia po'soning delayed eight hours by 
opiam, 724 

Subjects, scarcity of, 584; in America, 1050 

Sugden, Dr. D’Arcy, on deformity of the foot, 733 

Suicide, reporting cxses of, 930 

Suicides, double, 283 

Sulphide of calcium in cancer, 377 

Sulphur and malaria, 676 

Summer sanitation, 297 

Senday rest for pubiicans, 377 

Sunderland, mortality in, 1044 

Superanauation oe 832 

Sargery, the ethics of, 2 

Surgicei Aid Society, the, 936 

—— curiosity, <, 733 

—— dressings, 245 

—— neevle, Dr. W. 
sutures, 12 

——— opera'ion, extraordinary, 557 

—— principles, the unity of, in wound and 
fracture treatme |t, 835 

Society of Ireland, office bearers, 840 

“ Survival of the fitrest, oy 

Sutcliffe, Mr, T., on the lawa tennis arm, 297 

Sutherland, Dr. J. F., on Hospitals, their History, 
Constraction and Hygiene, (review), 105 





P. Morgan's, for wire 











| Sym nds, Mr. x. P., on the treatm ent of ur 


Sutton, Mr. J. B., cases of crural neuralgia affect- 
ing dentists, 141 

Switzerland, compulsory vaccination in, 324 

Sworn, Mr. H. G., on successful precautionary 
Measures against puerperal er, 206 

Sydney, Dr. H., on a method of applying ligatures 
to veins, 397 

Sykes, Mr. M. C., on acuts 
large and emali in 3 

Symes, Mr. W. S, on } 





strangulation of the 
63 
lis virginica 
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ractt 
Sym oat hetic ayete m, the, its influence on disease, 
303 
Syphilides in Paris, 827 
S,)philis conveyed skin-grafts, 154; the in- 
‘oculation of, 457; the respirator in, 371; the 
difficulty of diagnosing true, in females, 1037 
the treatment of, 10 an ix marriage, 7 
Syphilitic gummata in wall let 
heart, 891 
— orgsnisms, 953 
Syphon bottles, 43 








Tait, Mr. Lawson, on death after abdominal 
operation, from heart-clo ue to dcisease of 
the kidneys, 889, 961, 10¢ 41 33 

Talipes, coogenital, with tarsal deformity, con- 
tinuous extension after teaotomy, 626; varus, 


Taunton, isolation hospital at, 1047 
Taylor, Dr. W. J., on volunteer ambulance service, 


El'en, on Madeira, and how to see 





Tenement houses i merica, 1009, 1098 

Teat hospitals at New York, 908 

Testimonial to Dr. BE. H. Byrne, 7 

Testis ia perineo, 454, 537, 690, 793, 891 

Tetanus, 353; statistics of, in tt vi al Col- 
lege Hospital, Calcutta, 218; f wing va 
nation, 792 














, Mr. F. H., on high temperature in puerperal 
r, 262 
8, the, as a gutter, pol m Com- 
n, the, 150 
alley, dr Ag he Lower, 1052 
Tne 3, Captain Shaw’s re a6 
I ro: ometer, Stevens man 2 
Ther ters, mer > rovement in, 
Thin, Dr. G.,on a case of parasitic aff n of 
the monstache, 742 
Thirlmere water scheme, the, 577, 856 


Thomas, Dr., = station to, 846 
iM, he operation sta 
G aszow r Raya Tufien ary, 309 

———, Mr. W., diagnosis case, 913 
Thompson, De E. 5., Aunual Oration delivered 





before the Medical Society of London (review), 
442 
————, Dr. J. A., on stamping outjemall-por, 
290 


——, Mr. J. A., on the internal aiministration 
of chrysophanic acid in psoriasis, 1064 

———, Mr. E., on a new hemostatic and sargical 
dressing, 136 


| ———, Sir H., Clinical Lectures on the Urinary 


Organs (review), 11 
—, fand, the, 880 
Thomson, Dr. W.8., on holiday making, 912 
, Si ir Wyvili , bust and window to, 9i4 











| q " 
Thornton, Mr. J. N., on deaths after abdominal 


operations from heart-clot, 109 
-, Mr. P.. on the arti le “Goitre”’ 

“Quain’ Dictionary, 1 1065 

Thorowgood, Dr. H., Student’s Guide to Materia 
Medica and Therape utics (review), 983 

Thrupp, Mr. J. G., on the hysterical imitation of 
the effects of etherisation, 1104 

Toursfield, Dr. W. N., on poisoning from 
856 

Tibia, dislocation of lower end of, 9 

Tillstone, Mr. H. R., on absorbent dressings, 709, 
825 

Tobacco, the employment of, 538; a word for, 
633; the use of, 731; the physiological effects 
of, 765; the consumption of, 1065 

Tobacco-smoking, filtering cigarettes, 971; in the 
United States, 1070 

Tonga, 209 

Tongue, excision of the, 196; excision of the 
lateral half of, by Whitehead’s method, 437 
excision of the en'ire, by Whitehead's thod, 
438; hemorrhage after excision of the, 715; 
inflammation, suppuration, and ulceration of, 
705 

Tonsil, cancer of, excision of, 663 

Tonaillitie, the causes of, 129, 
377, 614 

Tonsils, on the treatment of enlarged, 793 

Torquay Sanitary Hospital, 126 

Tow, purified, for antiseptic dressing, 152 

Toy pistols, dangers of, 253 

Tracheotomy tabes, 836, 879 

Tramway travelling, the Gangers of, 689 





brawn, 








39, 200, 252, 336, 





Lp he ean RE 


1156 THe LANCET, ] 





Transfusion, oo, 803, 878, 970; in the seventeenth 
century, 496 

Tregiohan, Mr, T. P., Magnetiem (review) 897 

Treves, Mr, F., on perforating u'cer of the foot 
and progres-'ve locomotor a:axy, 663 

‘Trial by jory, 732 

Es spiralis, ite discovery, 869, 911, 989, 


Trichir @ in adipose tissue, 502 

Tricycles, 732, 834 

‘Tricaspid stenosis, 6°2 

Trinidad, mortality statistics of, 77 

Trocar, conver ible anti<eptic, 183 

Trollope, Mr. Anthony, 865, 957, 997 

Trotier, Dr. A., on the shalt system of sewer ven- 
tilation, 121 

Troman, Dr. E. B,, on the Contagious Diseases 
Acts, 871 

Tubercle, infectivens: of, with specie! reference 
to tubercalar consumption, 171; of the synovial 
sheath of tendons, 153; in bone, 737 

Tubercular bacteria, a poison for, 542 

Tuberculosis, sul oon acid iv, 166; the 
coutagivueness of, of urinary app rata-, 
symptoms simulating "reste al calculus, me nin- 
gitis, necropsy, 186; of the tongue, 499; acate, 
eurability of, 427; bacilli of, on the durabili y 
of Koch’r, 1006 

Tudor, Mr. J., cases of strangulated hernia and 
the trea! ment cf omen'a! protrusions, 1071 

Tuke, Dr. Hack, Cnapters in the History of the 
Ineane in the British Isles (review), 945 

Tumour, maligoaat, of the neck, removal of, 888 


"Tom wre, on, 683 


Tunbridge Weils, medical advertising at, 375 

Tweedy, Mr. J., the Assoc iation of Fellows of the 
Royal Co lege of Sargeons, 331 

Two-beaded child, 873 

Typhoid fever, sudamina in, 321; the treatment 
of, 459; the orgapiwms of, 718; early perfora 
tion in, 744; prophylaxis of 819; im Ports- 
mouth, 636; in Australia, 603; diphtheria aac, 
1055; at Brechin, 914 

Typhus prospecte, 325 


U'cer, per’orating duodenal, 140 

Ulwar nerve, t-aumatic neuroma of, with loss of 
power of parts supplied, 487 

Umbilical cord, tenson of, 944 

Uaece: tified deaths, 541; in Bermondsey, 452; and 
inquests, 10s6 

Underground railway, cronding on, 773; ventila- 
tion of the, 1045 

Underwood, Mr. C. H. F., on the abortive treat- 
ment of gonorrhea, 296 

Unhealthy houses, 900 

Unwbolesome meat, 548 

Union hospita's, English, 691 

— medical officers, grievances and dificulties 
of, 9°1; retiring pensivns to, 954 

University College, introductory address at, 560, 
607 





Unqualified assistant, recovery of charges for 
services rendered by an, 863, 873 
— assistants, 929, 1006, 1083 
-— practice aod its consequences, 451; by 
medical students in Glasgow, 793 
Tnapited fracture, the treatment of, 1106 
Uremia, cholera-like symptoms iv, 436 
Uremic convulsions and coma treated by hypo- 
derwmie injection, 81 
Trethra, the mate, 376 
U ethral diverticu'a in the female, 195 
-— inflammation, ch-onie, 516 
Uric acid, synthesis of, 862 
Urine, the, in infectious diseases, 455; on the 
relation of the partial retention of, to its 
decomposition within the bladder, 613; tests 
for albamen in, 613, 890; the volumetric esti- 
mate of albumen ip, 6.4 
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Urquhart, Dr, on the D- rep, 556 

Urti-aria and mosquito bites, 471 

Uterus, dieplacemeut of the, 42, 98; excision of, 
by sbdomiasl section, 45; backward diep!ace- 
ments of, in relation to painful menstruation, 
105; electrical stimalation of the, 320; com- 
plete inversion of, 731, 807; pigmentation of, 
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in the highest degree probable. What could this accident 
have been, regarding the matter in the light of the post- 
mortem appearances! If it was a twist or an intussuscep- 
tion, then the bowel must have recovered its original shape 
after the lesion had set up the inflammation which termi- 
nated in death. But even supposing the possibility of such 
recovery, would there not have been more definite appear- 
ances in the mucous and serous membranes to indicate the 
accident? On the whole, I feel unable to suggest any ex- 
planation of the phenomena; the only thing which at the 
time seemed to give a clue (and that by no means a 
satisfactory one) was the discovery of a hemorrhage between 
the layers of the mesentery adjoining the inflamed piece of 
bowel. Whether this can have been the primary accident 
is a question which I cannot attempt to determine ; but it is 
interesting to note that there have been recorded cases of 
mesenteric hemorrhage discovered post mortem, in which 
no other cause was fouad for the fatal event. (See report of 
meeting of the Medical Society, December 5th, 1881, THE 
LANCET, December 3lst.) The immediate cause for the 
somewhat remarkably sudden death in the present case was 
in all probability acute distension of the stomach by upward 
overflow of the contents of the small intestine. Up to the 
moment before death the vomit was simply bilious ; at the 
moment of death, yellow fluid poured in quantities from the 


mouth; after death the stomach and upper part of the in- | 
testines were found uniformly distended with the same fluid. 
Upper Bedford-place, W.C. 





ON THE 
IMPORTANCE OF CONTINUOUS EXTENSION 
AFTER TENOTOMY IN CASES OF CON 
GENITAL TALIPES, WITH TARSAL 
DEFORMITY. 
By FREDERICK CHURCHILL, M.B., &c., 


SURGEON TO THE VICTORIA HOSPITAL FOR CHILDREN. 


HAVING had “a ran” of these cases of late in my hospital 
practice, a brief record of the line of treatment adopted will 
perhaps tend to elucidate some of the difficulties experienced 
in obtaining permanent good results after division of tendons, 
Not only is it necessary that the distorted limb be placed in 
its rightful pesition by the division of parts, whether tendon 
or fascia, that hinder by abnormal contraction the extension 
of the foot, but far more important is the maintenance of the 
limb by continuous extension in that exact position which it 
is intended ultimately to assume. By forcible manipulation 
under chloroform many of the fibrous bands and interossej 


ligaments which had helped to keep the limb in a wrong | 


osition can be stretched or divided, and the astragalus 
rought up to its normal position under the articulating sur- 


face of the tibia. Care, of course, must be taken so to | 
manipulate the bones as to preserve the double arch of the | 


tarsus. I am not one of those who think we can effect much 


without the division of tendons, nor do I place much faith in | 


Scarpa’s shoe as a means for counter-extension. It is fortn- 
nate that with better educational advantages and improved 
means of transit, parents are finding their way to hospital 
at an earlier period than formerly. The district surgeons, 
too, though well able in many cases to perform these opera- 
tions, are finding out the advantage of early treatment, and 
the benefit to be derived from sending their patients to hos- 
pital towns, where skilful and patient continuous nursing 
as an adjunct to special surgical treatment is now 
valued and appreciated. I cannot too strongly protest 
against the folly of depending upon complicated and ex- 
pensive mechanical appliances which fail to keep up con- 
tinuous extension, though designed for that purpose, B 

adding weight to the already impoverished limb they rather 
increase than diminish the deformity. To see the children 
parading the stregts, their limbs encased in iron, with the 
idea that in some unexplained way the distorted limb will 
come straight, is only equalled by the credulity of the mother 
who, when told that iron was good for a rickety child, 
ordered its limbs to be encased like an ironclad, with a 
sailor suit to match, When the deformity has become 
20 marked that the child is accustoming itself to walk upon 
the sides, instead of the soles, of the feet, the joint surfaces 


the tendons have become so rigidly contracted within their 
sheaths, that to rectify such malposition needs great care 
and assiduous treatment by continual pressure in the direc- 
tion required to rectify the deformity. It cannot be supposed 
that any instrument maker, however large may be his ex- 
perience, and however skilful he may be in the manufacture 
and adjustment of appliances, can be so acquainted with the 
physiological processes of repair and methods of accommo- 
dation during the period of growth as to be able to arrange 
for all the little nicetier needful for keeping up continuous 
extension. As a fact, the parents too often live within a 
charmed circle of their own ignorance. Scarpa’s shoe, with 
all its screws and straps, and purchased at a somewhat pro- 
hibitory price to many, presupposes to the uninitiated a 
guarantee of its hidden powers for self-adjustment. 

As regards division of tendons, I find that the tendo 
Achillis requires division in the great majority of varus 
deformities, simply because the gastrocnemius pulls the foot 
inwards as well as backwards during the flexion of the foot, 
The broad insertion of the tendon into the os calcis and the 
solid sheath encasing it permits of free division without 
absolute separation of all the attachments. By careful ban- 
| daging of the foot and leg the leverage obtained by the 
| extensor muscles is to a great extent restored. As 
| soon as all muscular impediment to the rectification of 
the foot is removed, there remains a considerable amount 
| of distortion from the paralysed state of the extensor 
| muscles. To obviate this { carefully apply a plaster-of-Paris 

bandage over a flannel “ protective,” bringing the foot up 

into its proper position by very firm manipulation, and 
keeping up this extension until the bandage has “set.” 

By this means I succeed in procuring rigidity of appliance 
| together with liberty for muscular effort. By galvanism and 
| friction of the extensor muscles the tendons contract, and 
| after three or four renewals of the plaster-of-Paris encase 
| ment the foot generally regains its normal position dur, 
| the process of growth and «evelopment. Occasionally 7 

piece of webbiug round the metatarsal bones and al/; 
| the outside of it a length of solid elastic. The prox 

of this may be passed through a clip fixed to a gar’ 
| the knee. Continuous extension will in this way ¢ 
| siderable rectification of the distorted parts. /t 

be found useful with older children who are abl 

and who have not such pliable and easily-mo@ 
| as young infants. I generally persevere for ma 
the treatment, and seldom require any mecha 
pliance, not even in those extreme cases where a 
galus almost touches the ground. 

Cranley-gardens, S.W. 











FATAL CASE OF POISONING BY ERGOT 
OF RYE. 
By A. DAVIDSON, M.B., &c. 





ON Saturday, June 3rd, about 4 P.M., I was called to see 
| M. M——, aged twenty-eight, lately a hospital nurse. She 
was said to have “‘ burst” a bloodvessel. On entering her 
room I observed a basin of reddish-brown pultaceous matter, 
said to have been vomited by the patient about 8a.m. I 
was informed she had vomited something like it a few days 
previously, and, complaining of lumbar and arthritic pains, 
had expressed a fear that she was going to have rleumatic 
| fever. Late on the previous evening she had passed a very 
hard motion, and a quantity of urine which looked like 
blood. About the same time, also, she had vomited half a 
pint of blood. During the evening and morning she 
gradually became worse. 

On my arrival the face, eyes, neck, and upper portion of 
chest were intensely jaundiced. The intensity of the 
jaundice diminished from above downwards, till at last it 
disappeared altogether. She had a pair of genuine “ black 
eyes.” The rest of the body had a natural appearance. 
The expression was anxious, and the general condition 
maudlin, Occasionally fits of stupor and of apathy ensued. 
There was no alcoholic odour, but during the evening 4 
distinct etherish smell could be perceived. The lips were 
slightly swollen, and covered with dry black blood. The 





tongue was also slightly swollen, dry black blood covering 
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the base and middle, whilst the edges and tip seemed of 
darker hue than natural, although moist. She lay chiefly 
upon her right side. The skin was pale and cold, but, 
although the thermometer only registered 96° in the axilla, 
the temperature there seemed about normal. The pulse was 
most peculiar, It seemed to indicate its presence to the 
' finger, and disappeared before I could judge of its character ; 
; counting it was impossible. The respiration was noisy and 
p laboured, and 48 per minute. Thirst intense; appetite 





























, gone. She swallowed with ease. The bowels not 
acted since the preceding night, nor had she any 
8 urine. There was decidedly harsher breathing at the base 
a of the right lung than elsewhere. The action of the heart 
h was as peculiar as the condition of the pulse. The area and 
« foree of the cardiac pulsation were both increased, whilst 
a the impulse against the chest walls was of a distinctly 
rolling character. I carefully counted the rate, and found 
lo that 150 cardiac cycles were completed in a minute. The 
is sex, age, appearance of patient, and of vomit, immediately 
mt suggesting not only potoeutag but a motive, I examined the 
t. breasts and found milk in them. 
ae The patient volanteered no information, but, on being 
ut questioned, admitted having taken ‘‘ two handfuls” of ergot, 
n- and also that this had been going on for several months. 
he Subsequent events and the post-mortem examination showed 
As that she had been taking the liquid extract for several 
ol months, aod had quite recently taken two handfuls of the 
nt powder, not infused. The case seemed utterly hopeless ; 
or the exhaustion, hemorrhage, and chronicity forbade the use 
rs of either stomach-pump or an emetic ; and antidotes seemed 
up equally useless, so I reported the matter to the police, 
nd For my own protection I decided to call in Dr. Carter, 
t. neighbouring consulting physician. Before I left a distiuct 
ae uterine contraction occurred. The consultant recommended 
os we chiori as an antidote, and it was decided to accelerate 


“possible means of discharging the force of the 
“b an active uterus. At 7.301 introduced a No. 8 
with great ease, but had to reintroduce it at 
‘emoved it in one of her many paroxysms. 
‘eri admitted one finger, so I introduced 
I did so with ease; and twenty 
the os less firmly encircling the bag, 
e membranes immediately follow 
the head having presented, with little 
wt. (Shortly before this brandy was 
# and last time it regurgitated through 
sttempting to bring down the foot the 
gasier and slower, until, just as I was 
eeased altogether. Shortly before death 
As 56 per minute, and from 6 P.M. the 
be felt at all. The etupor had gradually 
7 every now and then paroxysmal movements 
“at whilst the patient would sit up in bed 
=derstood what I said to her occasionally, and was 
atways obedient. 
Thirty-two hours after death I ::ade a post-mortem ex- 
amination. The body presented much the same appearance 
as during life, save for the welling out from the mouth and 


D see nose of a greyish-black and gritty matter, which was very 
She fluid. The y was well nourished. Greenish streaks 

her were becoming visible on the abdomen. Cadaveric rigidity 
ter was passing off. The brain was remarkably firm, and per- 
ne fectly free from hemorrhage. None of its membranes 
bai seemed diseased, although it appeared rather looser in the 
days cranial cavity than natural. The teiaporal artery bled pro- 
ains, fusely in making the preliminary incision through the scalp. 
natic In opening the abdominal and thoracic cavities an enormous 
quantity of fat was exposed, and embedded in it could be 

very observed innumerable small hemorrhages. The peritoneum 
like was also covered with these hwmorrhages, and the bowels 

alf a were everywhere in the same condition, besides being ex- 
- ghe tensively bound down by adhesions. The abdominal cavity 
contained a very large amount of blood, and this rendered 

nel the detection of ascitic fluid impossible. No large vessel 

- the was ruptured so far as could be seen, the hemorrhage being 
sat it seemingly the result of an enormous number of small vessels 
black having Oe ‘The blood was fluid. The diaphragm 
ance. was arched. The liver did not seem altered in size, but on 
litiou section it was dry, bloodless, waxy-looking, and of a slightly 
ony dirty yellow colour. It was easily lacerable. The spleen 

e 2 seemed rather smaller than usual, and, on section, blood of 
ce a dirty red colour oozed copiously from it. The kidneys 
The were enlarged, pale, and waxy-looking, and their capsules 






ering easily separable. The stomach exhibited ruptured vessels 











in its walls, and contained a considerable quantity of the 
same fluid as came from the mouth and nose. The bowels 
were in the same condition. The bladder was quite empty. 
The uterus was about the size of an adult head. Its walls 
were stained all over with dark effusions, and on opening 
its cavity a foetus of about five months became visible. There 
was neither liquor amuii nor blood in the uterine cavity. 
On removing the ribs the pleura was found non-adherent, 
but the lungs presented a remarkable appearance. They 
were rather anwmic, and this gave them a steel-grey appear- 
ance. On this as a ground were scattered innumerable 
irregalar dots of the size of a small pea. These were 
—— The right lang was especially congested at 
its base. he heart was enlarged, having a large quantity 
of fat on ite anterior wall and sides externally, but the 
valves were healthy. Its cavities were practically empty. 











Brighton. 
A CASE OF 
MORPHIA POISONING BY HYPODERMIC 
INJECTION; RECOVERY. 
By PHILIP E. HILL, MRCS, 


SURGEON TO THE CRICKHOWELL DISPENSARY. 





EpwARD C-—, a gardener, aged forty-eight, was ad- 
mitted as a patient of the Crickhowell Dispensary on the 
Ist of August, suffering from mitral valvular disease with 
ascites. He had for some time past been under treatment, 
and for several days complained of severe abdominal pains, 
for the relief of which chloral hydrate alone and in combina- 
tion with bromide of potassium had been tried, with little 
or no benefit. 

On my visiting him at 11.30 on the morning of the above 
date, I found him in great agony, in which condition his 
wife informed me he had been during the greater part of the 
previous night. He implored me to do something for his 
relief, saying he could endure the suffering no longer; and 
as I happend to have my hypodermic syringe in my pocket, 
I introduced into his arm four minims of a solution of acetate 
of morphia (strength one grain in twelve minims). I then 
left him. 

About 4.30 p.m. I received a message from his wife in- 
forming me that her husband was still asleep and snoring, 
and that she could not awake him. 1 at once started for his 
house, and found him, to my astonishment, in a condition of 
deep coma, from which I was unable to rouse hiw. The 
face presented a ghastly hue ; the lower jaw had fallet ; the 
lips were livid ; the eyelids were open, the pupils contracted 
to a pin’s point and perfectly insensible to the stimulus of 
light ; the extremities were cold, and the surface of the body 
bathed in a cold sweat. Respiration was laboured, slow, 
and stertorous, but the pulse remained unaffected 

I immediately tried to rouse my patient by artificial 
respiration, flagellation with a wet towel over the face and 
chest, mustard applied to the nape of the neck and calves of 
the legs, with turpentine over the cardiac region, and, failing 
to administer coffee into the stomach from his inability to 
swallow, injected a strong solution of it into the rectum. 
Hot water bottles were also applied to his feet and body. 
These remedies were peeannuved in for some hours, when, to 
my gratification, consciousness gradually returned. 

My friend Mr. Evan Parry, for whom I had sent, now 
fortunately ar:rived—for by this time I was getting exhausted 
from the combined effects of anxiety and my efforts to 
restore animation—and assisted me ia carrying out the treat- 
ment. Our patient was particularly anxieus to be left alone 
and allowed to sleep; but our efforts were unremittingly 
persevered in until 2 A.M., by which time the pupils bad 
become almost natural, and the strong desire for sleep 
noe away. On my visiting him at 10 A.M. on Aug. 2nd 
e had com,letely recovered from the effects of the morphia, 
and was in no way the worse for its administration. 

Remarks.—From the appearance of the patient when first 
seen I could only arrive at an unfavourable prognosis, 
which was concurred in by Mr. Parry on his arrival, but I 
cannot understand how such a dose as one-third of a grain 
of morphia, even when administered subcutaneously, and 
that after other sedatives had been tried without effect and 
time allowed for their elimination, should have given rise 





to such alarmingly poisonous results, for one would have 














































































